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More volunteering through better recognition

Background

The meaning and visibility of non-formal education has been significantly raised during the recent years and this process has increased the need for recognition of its value for society as well as the recognition and validation of individual learning outcomes. Recently, there have been some important developments continued or initiated on different levels. On European level, the EU Council Resolution on the recognition of the value of non-formal and informal learning within the European youth field, has been leading to creation of youth-specific elements in Europass. In summer 2007, Youthpass has been launched by the European Commission to better recognise learning outcomes of young people who participated in the Youth in Action programme. Along with this process also the Council of Europe has worked on the issue developing a Portfolio for youth workers and youth leaders and the European Youth Forum on quality assurance framework for non-formal education. In June 2008, an Expert workshop on the recognition of non-formal learning in the youth field gathered researchers, policy makers and practitioners to take stock of the achievements and work on new strategies and initiatives. As one of the results of the Workshop, the common working strategy of the European Commission and Council of Europe firstly published in 2004 under the title Pathways towards Validation and Recognition of Education, Training and Learning in the Youth Field is currently being revised to be better suited for the coming years. Many initiatives to recognise non-formal education and learning have also been initiated in the Member States, by governmental and non-governmental organisations and institutions.

Aim and focus

The workshop aims at reflecting on these developments, initiatives and instruments and at assessing their impact and potential specifically in the area of cross-border voluntary activities of young people.

The starting point of the debate can be marked with following questions:

What are the benefits of volunteering for communities/societies?

What are the benefits for volunteers themselves? What are the learning outcomes?

How are the volunteering organisations supporting the learning process?

How can these benefits to the individual, the organisation and society be made visible?

Which actors are/should be involved in the recognition? How can/should these actors co-operate on recognition?

What recognition instruments are available? How widely used they are? How useful and suitable are these instruments when it comes to recognition of cross-border volunteering?

To what extent are these instruments known, relevant and recognised beyond the youth field?

Specific questions related to cross-border volunteering of young people:

What constitutes the added learning value of cross-border volunteering in comparison with volunteering on local, regional and national level? 

To whom and how can this added value be promoted?

What is the potential and what are the limits of the existing instruments for recognition of the educational aspect of cross-border volunteering?

Identifying the obstacles and how to overcome them?

Based on the above mentioned reflection and assessment, the participants will identify obstacles in the area of recognition and validation of the learning outcomes of cross-border volunteering, analyse their causes and impact and elaborate on potential solutions. The tangible outcome of the discussion process should be clear messages or recommendations to different key actors as proposals how they themselves might work towards removing or lowering these obstacles.in order to increase the recognition of cross-border voluntary activities of young people.

Follow-up

The participants should also consider possible next steps in the implementation process ensuing the given recommendations and commitments and propose their follow-up.
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