Recommended standards of the Accreditation Commission for the assessment of applications for the accreditation of fields of habilitation procedure and procedure for appointment as a professor 
The recommended standards characterize the general recommended requirements of the Accreditation Commission for the handling of applications for the accreditation of fields of habilitation procedure and procedure on appointment as a professor (“applications”). The recommended standards are linked to the conditions set by the Accreditation Commission for the examination of applications in September 1999.

Compliance with recommended standards is a prerequisite, but is not sufficient on its own. In addition to the Accreditation Commission’s recommended standards, further specific criteria may be set for individual groups of applications related by field. 
The exemption of certain groups of applications related by field from the recommended standards is subject to approval by the Accreditation Commission.

Habilitation procedure

· the field is covered by at least two habilitated teachers in the relevant field of specialization who are of working age, so it can be assumed that they will be scientifically or artistically active in the field over the duration of accreditation, and who work at the department in question for at least seven tenths of the hours of a full-time post; 

· there are graduates in the relevant doctoral study programme; 

· the department reports scientific and publishing activity in the field.

Procedure for appointment as a professor

· the field is covered by at least one habilitated teacher and one professor in the relevant field of specialization who are of working age, so it can be assumed that they will be scientifically or artistically active in the field over the duration of accreditation, and who work at the department in question for at least seven tenths of the hours of a full-time post; 

· there are graduates in the relevant doctoral study programme; 

· the department reports scientific and publishing activity in the field.

Time limits on accreditation

The Accreditation Commission recommends limiting the validity of the accreditation of habilitation procedure or procedure for appointment as a professor to 8 years or 4 years, depending on the level of staffing and the scientific or artistic development of the relevant field. The four-year limited period of accreditation is common to both procedures and applies in the following cases:  
· it is necessary to strengthen the field of study with younger habilitated teachers, or

· there are very few graduates in the relevant doctoral study programme,

· publishing activity in the department is low.

Approved by the Accreditation Commission at Meeting No 03-03, 17–18 June 2003
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