Accreditation Commission standards for assessing applications for the granting, extension and renewal of accreditation for study programmes and fields of study

The standards characterize the general minimum requirements of the Accreditation Commission for the handling of applications for the granting, expansion and renewal of accreditation for study programmes and their fields of study (“applications”). If a programme is divided into several fields of study, the requirements apply to the individual fields. In addition to the standards of the Accreditation Commission (“ACCR”), further specific criteria may be set for individual groups of study programmes related by field.

Standards valid for all types of study programme 

Application content

1. The content of an application meets the requirements of Decree No. 42/1999 Coll. Of the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports (“MoEYS”) on the content of applications for the accreditation of study programmes. 

2. When writing the application it is necessary to pay attention to substantial data and to ensuring to a maximum degree their accuracy and openness.  

3. If a study programme and a field of study are also delivered at a location other than the premises of the higher education institution (i.e. at a detached location), full data are also provided for this location.  

4. The ACCR recommends that the forms placed at the ACCR website, section Náležitosti žádosti (“Application Requisites”)
should be used for the application.
a) Bachelor’s and Master’s study programmes:

http://www.msmt.cz/vzdelavani/nalezitosti-zadosti-o-akreditace-jejich-rozsireni-a-prodlouzeni-platnosti-u-bakalarskych-a-magisterskych-studijnich-programu
b) Doctoral study programmes:

http://www.msmt.cz/vzdelavani/nalezitosti-zadosti-o-akreditace-jejich-rozsireni-a-prodlouzeni-platnosti-u-doktorskych-studijnich-programu
c) An application for accreditation filed along with an application for granting state approval authorising operation as a private higher education institution:  

http://www.msmt.cz/vzdelavani/metodicka-pomucka
5. If the application is presented on a solid electronic device it must be structured so as to ensure a maximum level of user-friendliness towards, and comprehension on the part of, the evaluators. The format of the application must correspond to that of an application presented in a printed form. Optimally, one file represents one study programme (or field of study if the programme is divided into fields of study). The file titles must not be long and should not contain diacritics. The ACCR recommends that the applications should be presented in the .doc, .rtf or .pdf formats. 

Content of studies

1. The objectives of the study, graduate profile, the graduate’s employment prospects, the range of obligatory subjects on offer, the content of the state examination and proposed topics for qualification papers must be in agreement with one another and form a logical unit.  

2. The standard length of study must correspond to the average study load, the content and objectives of the study and the graduate profile.  

3. If there are specific standards for particular study programmes and their fields of study, these specific standards must be met.

4. A study programme and its field is implemented in line with the relevant internal regulations of the higher education institution in the form in which they are registered by the MoEYS (i.e. the content of the study programme must not be in conflict with the internal regulations).  

5. When accreditation is sought for a new study programme or field of study there must not be a substantial overlap, in terms of content, with a study programme or field of study that is already accredited at the relevant higher education institution. New specialisations may be implemented as part of the existing study programmes and fields of study in the form of optional subjects, modules or topics for qualification papers. In this way inefficient fragmentation of the structure of study programmes and fields may be avoided.   

6. When extension of accreditation is sought, the quality of prior implementation of the study programme and the quality of its outputs are also evaluated.  

7. The content of a study programme delivered at a location other than the premises of the higher education institution (i.e. at a detached location) must be identical to that delivered at the premises of the higher education institution.

Information and technical resources
1. Students must have direct access to computer technology and the Internet to an appropriate extent relative to the number of students and their specialization. 

2. An internal information system must be in place by means of which students will have access to information as well as to study materials, study files, internal evaluation, etc. 

3. The structure of non-periodical literature must reflect the state of development in the given field and in related fields for at least the last five years, and this stock of literature must be accessible. The structure of periodical literature must include at least the core titles in the given field, and this stock of literature covering at least the last five years must be available for reference. Students must have access to both Czech and foreign expert literature, both periodical and non-periodical. If electronic databases exist in the field, at least the most significant such databases must be available.
4. Students must have access to the study literature mentioned in the annotations of individual subjects (at least for compulsory and compulsorily optional subjects), including internationally recognized literature.

5. For practical training in the laboratory, each student must be able to work individually.

6. Provisions must be in place so that students in the on-site and combined mode of study get regular consultation at the premises of the relevant higher education institution. 

7. The information and technical resources pertaining to a study programme delivered at a location other than the premises of the higher education institutions (i.e. at a detached location) must be identical to those available on the premises of the higher education institution. 

Scientific, research, development, artistic and other creative activities 

Scientific, research, development, artistic or other creative activities in the field, consistent with the focus of the study programme, must meet the requirements for the type of programme in accordance with Sections 46 to 47 of Act No. 111/1998 Coll. on higher education institutions.

Degree programme staff

1. The overall structure of the staff is essential for evaluation of the degree programme staff. Considerations are made as to where, in the relevant study programme (or a field of study if the study programme is divided into fields of study), there is a sufficient number of qualified academic staff at the higher education institution who have a record of appropriate professional and publication activities over the last 5 years (the 5 most important publications over the last 5 years are stated). The staff must also have the appropriate time capacity to develop the field (i.e. they are not involved substantially in teaching at other higher education institutions). Considerations are also given to the age structure of the degree programme staff in terms of the prospects of development of the study programme and its provision for the period for which accreditation is to be granted (attention is paid to younger and middle-aged staff close to associate professorship appointment or to the degree of involvement in doctoral studies). 

2. The profile-determining theoretical subjects of the study programme (or a field of study if the study programme is divided into fields of study) – i.e. the subjects that affect the graduate profile, must be predominantly delivered by teachers who have a full-time employment contract with the relevant higher education institution and carry out research, development, artistic and other creative activities corresponding to the type of study programme.  

3. These teachers must carry out expert activities in the subjects they teach. The expertise is documented by the academic qualifications acquired or by a research-teaching title (associate professor, professor), and by the most important professional outputs related to the field (primarily publications in impacted journals, reviewed professional journals and monographs - depending on the nature of the field; the relevant works of art in artistic fields). As concerns publication activities, the quality of the publications and their relevance for the subjects the individual teaches are taken into account.
4. The responsibilities of a member of academic staff at a higher education institution, or the scope of his/her work hours, must allow sufficient time for teaching in the relevant accredited study programme (or a field of study if the study programme is divided into fields of study), the performance of scientific, research, development, artistic or other creative activities at the institution, and the fulfilment of other obligations at the institution, such as consultations, preparation for teaching, the preparation of teaching aids, involvement in the work of the department or other organizational unit of the institution, the implementation of lifelong learning programmes, responsibilities in professional bodies and societies, work in management positions at the institution, etc. Where a member of academic staff has parallel responsibilities at another college, this must not be to the detriment of his duties at the institution. 

5. It is inadmissible to allow teachers with qualifications lower than Master’s level to teach. Experts from industry who do not have a Master’s qualification may, in justified cases, be invited to take part in the relevant subjects or to supervise work placements that are organised and evaluated by a teacher with the appropriate qualification. 

6. The degree programme staff for a study programme delivered at a location other than the premises of the higher education institution (i.e. at a detached location) must be identical to those at the premises of the higher education institution. 

7. Final papers (Bachelor’s thesis, Master’s thesis, Doctoral thesis, Advanced Master’s thesis) must be supervised by a member of academic staff at the relevant higher education institution. 

8. More specific requirements regarding staffing for the implementation of study programmes are listed for the individual types of programme. 
Bachelor’s study programme
Content of studies
1. The content of a Bachelor’s study programme and, where appropriate, a field of study under that programme (hereinafter referred to as “Bachelor’s programme”) must be based on the application of contemporary knowledge and methods from research, development, artistic or other creative activities in the field; it must be consistent with the objectives of the studies and enable the prescribed graduate profile to be achieved; 

2. The graduate must have the qualities of a higher education graduate. These include the capacity to carry out independent creative work, to study professional literature in the given field and to interpret and apply the results of common research. 

3. The study content must include basic theoretical and methodological disciplines as mandatory subjects. 

Bachelor’s programme staff

1. Subjects covering the profile-determining basis of a Bachelor’s programme must be taught predominantly by academics who have at least the academic title “Candidate of Sciences” (CSc.), the academic-pedagogical title “Doctor” (Dr.), or the academic title “Doctor” (Ph.D., Th.D.) (hereinafter referred to as “academic title”); at least 40% of lectures must be taught by professors or associate professors with the relevant specialization;  

2. For academic staff involved in the implementation of a Bachelor’s programme, their research, development, artistic or other creative activities in their specialization over the past five years must be presented; 
3. For external experts and experts from industry who are responsible for practical and applied subjects, their active involvement in the field over the past 5 years must be presented. 
Creative activities

1. Creative activities in an area related to the Bachelor’s programme must be linked to the premises for which the higher education institution is seeking accreditation of the Bachelor’s programme (or a field of study if the study programme is divided into fields of study).  
2. As part of its creative activities the higher education institution must address professional issues by means of, for example, seminars, workshops, conferences, own publication activities, internal specialist projects, involvement in external specialist projects, including the possible participation of students in these activities.
Master’s study programme

Content of studies
1. The content of a Master’s study programme and, where appropriate, a field of study under that programme (hereinafter referred to as “Master’s programme”) must be based on contemporary scientific knowledge, research and development, artistic or other creative activities in the field, and must be consistent with the objectives of the studies and enable the prescribed graduate profile to be achieved. 
2. The graduate must have the qualities of a Master’s degree programme graduate. These include the capacity to carry out independent specialist activities, to analyse the most recent trends in the development of the field and the capacity to prepare and take part in research. 

3. The admission procedure for a Master’s programme following up on a Bachelor’s programme must be open to all graduates of Bachelor’s programmes in the same or a related field. Admission to studies may be exclusively subject to pre-defined requirements imposed on applicants. As part of a Master’s programme the higher education institution may set the obligation to undertake some essential subjects which the student has not undertaken as part of his/her previous studies in a Bachelor’s programme.

Master’s programme staff

1. Teaching in a Master’s programme must be taught mostly by academics who hold at least the academic title. At least 60 % of lectures must be taught by professors or associate professors with the relevant specialisation.
2. For the academic staff involved in the implementation of a Master’s programme, publications must be presented that document their scientific, research, development, artistic or other creative activities in their specialization over the past 5 years. 
Scientific, research, development, artistic and other creative activities 

1. Scientific, research or artistic activities in an area related to the Master’s programme must be linked to the premises for which the higher education institution is seeking accreditation of the Master’s programme (or a field of study if the study programme is divided into fields of study).  
2. The higher education institution must, apart from other things, be an implementer of external research projects that are related, in professional terms, to the Master’s programme for which it is seeking accreditation. Participation of students in the scientific, research, development or creative activities is also envisaged.
Doctoral study programme

Content of studies
1. The content of a Doctoral study programme and, where appropriate, a field of study under that programme (hereinafter referred to as “Doctoral programme”) must be focused on scientific research and independent creative activities. 
2. The proportion of theoretical knowledge must be defined in the principles for the development of individual study plans under a Doctoral programme.

3. The range subjects on offer and their content must not be identical to the range and content of subjects offered as part of Bachelor’s or Master’s studies. 

4. Any other obligations the student is required to fulfil during the studies must not jeopardize his studies and must be directly related to the studies.

5. It must be clear from the themes of doctoral thesis that their handling will require independent creative activity by the student in research or development, or independent creative activity in the field of art. 

6. When evaluating an application for accreditation, consideration is given to whether the topics of dissertations correspond to the research focus of the relevant institution. 

Doctoral programme staff

1. The Doctoral programme must be prepared by associate professors, professors or other significant experts (hereinafter referred to as “lecturers”).  

2. The supervisors of doctoral students must be associate professors, professors or other significant experts approved by the scientific or artistic council. 

3. For supervisors, lecturers and members of the doctoral studies board of the Doctoral programme, it is necessary to present their scientific, research, development, artistic or other creative activities in their specialization and relating to the Doctoral programme over the past 5 years, especially by means of publications in prestigious professional journals, or authorship of monographs or artistic or engineering works
;
4. Academics who are employed full-time at the higher education institution concerned must be adequately represented in the doctoral studies board.

5. The number of dissertations for which one supervisor is responsible must not be disproportionate. Consideration is given to whether the supervisor has sufficient time capacity to be able to provide students with guidance of appropriate quality. 
Scientific, research, development, artistic and other creative activities 

1. Scientific, research, development or artistic activities in a field related to a Doctoral programme must be linked to the department for which the higher education institution is seeking accreditation for the Doctoral programme (or field of study if the programme is divided into fields). 

2. Part of the research focus of the department for which the higher education institution is seeking accreditation for a Doctoral programme must be fundamental research (or research equivalent to fundamental research) in an area relating to the Doctoral programme (or field of study if the programme is divided into fields); this applies mutatis mutandis to arts study programmes or fields of study (the results and a presentation of the results of creative artistic or art-theory activity at a comparable level).
3. The unit for which an institution is seeking the accreditation of a Doctoral programme must implement and attract major domestic and/or international projects and grants (e.g. from the Grant Agency of the Czech Republic) in an area relating to the Doctoral programme (or field of study if the programme is divided into several fields). 
Distance mode of studies and a combination of on-site and distance modes

1. Learning support must be available for all subjects taught as distance courses under a Bachelor’s or Master’s programme. Learning support is understood to mean a body of information that replaces direct instruction. No additional data and documentation are required for Doctoral programmes as compared on-site mode of study. 

2. For Bachelor’s or Master’s programmes learning support must be provided for at least one third of theoretical subjects when the application is submitted, while full learning support should be provided for at least the first semester.

3. The proportion of on-site and distance study must be clearly defined and the method of teaching in the distance part must be clearly described (learning support, e-learning, contact with teachers, etc.).

4. The possibility of communicating with teachers via the Internet must be ensured.

5. A system of consultation must be established together with a range of other teaching opportunities.

Accreditation for the implementation of a study programme in a foreign language 

Compliance with the following standards is verified by the rector of the higher education institution with his signature, i.e. they are not contained in the actual application for the accreditation of a study programme in a foreign language or for an expansion in accreditation to include a field of study in a foreign language: 

1. The content of a Bachelor’s, Master’s or Doctoral programme (hereinafter referred to as “study programme”) in a foreign language must be identical to the accredited study programme in Czech.  

2. Any necessary amendments to the internal regulations of a higher education institution or faculty in relation to the teaching of a study programme in a foreign language must be arranged. 

3. If required by the nature of the field of study, specific conditions for admission must be created; 

4. practical experience in a foreign language must be allowed if part of the study programme, with the exception of medical fields.

5. Examinations, the final state examinations or the state doctoral examinations must be provided in a foreign languages; 

6. Bachelor’s thesis, Master’s thesis, Doctoral thesis, Advanced Master’s thesis must be in the foreign language in which the study programme is taught, and arrangements must be made for external examiners’ reports in that foreign language.
7. Information about the study documents, records and other student administration matters must be provided in a foreign language. 

8. The lecturers and other teachers who are to contribute to lectures, seminars and other forms of instruction in a foreign language must be suitably proficient in that language (they are required to have passed a state language examination in the relevant foreign language, have been on long-term foreign placements, or must lecture and actively participate in conferences in the appropriate language, etc.). If an extension of accreditation is concerned, their qualifications and publication activities must correspond to those of the staff supplied for the relevant field taught in Czech.

9. Procedures at the study agenda department and the relevant expert bodies of the higher education institution must be available in the given language; 

10. Arrangements must be made to provide the relevant IT software and specialist literature in the given language.

___________________________________________________________________________

Approved by the Accreditation Commission at meeting No. 4/2003, September 2003.

Amended at Accreditation Commission meeting No. 6/2005 in November 2005, meeting No. 5/2007 in November 2007 and meeting No. 4/2009 in September 2009. 
� The forms are not filled in if evaluation of the extension of accreditation validity takes place along with evaluation of the higher education institution and its accredited activities.  


� More detailed criteria for individual areas may be set by ACCR work groups.
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