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Youth Policy in the Czech Republic - profile

	1. Basics:
	


· Youth in the Czech Republic (2009): 0-9 years: 7,3%; 10-14 years: 4,6%; 15-19 years: 6,1 %; 20-24 years: 6,6%, 25-29 years: 7,5 %, in total more than 3,3 million people aged under 30 years are living in the Czech Republic; still as in most industrialized countries the proportion of youth in total population is decreasing.

·  Youth (15-24 years) unemployment rate: 19,4 % (May 2012) of the population. That figure, however, is on the rise and is even higher in some regions, reaching more than 30 percent in parts of north Moravia and north Bohemia, according to the Czech Statistical Office.
· Governmental structure: parliamentary democracy with two chambers; substructures: 14 regions (higher units of territorial self-government), consisting of municipalities (lower units of territorial self-government) with proper competencies and regional government headed by a governor named “hejtman”.

2. Responsibility for youth policy:
The competencies in the youth sector are mainly on national level. The main coordinator of the implementation of the Government Policy on Children and Young People 2007 – 2013 is the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports. 
2.1. National level:

· The responsibility for child and youth services is with the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports (Ministerstvo školství, mládeže a tělovýchovy - MŠMT) which coordinates drafting, implementing and evaluating the Policy. . The implementation of tasks resulting from the Government Policy, are specified in two-year Action Plans and are covered by individual ministries from their budgets. Youth Chamber as a cross-sectoral advisory body for the minister responsible for youth is an efficient instrument for a cross-sectoral youth policy. Apart from the representatives of partner ministries and the organisation directly controlled by the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports (National Institute for Children and Youth), Czech Council of Children and Youth including youth NGOs, and Leisure Time Centres, there have been nominated representatives of regions, municipalities at local and regional level, employers and religions as well as members of the Youth Chamber. In the Ministry,  the Department of Youth Affairs is responsible for the provision of funding to NGOs, support of talented children and young people, youth participation, non-formal education, youth voluntary activities, mobility of young people, information for and about young people, youth research, the international relations in the youth field etc in accordance with the thematic fields of the Government Policy on Children and Young People 2007 – 2013.
· Other national ministries affecting matters with relevance for youth:

· The Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs (Ministerstvo práce a sociálních věcí)
· The Ministry of the Interior (Ministerstvo vnitra)
· the Ministry of the Environment (Ministerstvo životního prostředí)The Ministry of Culture (Ministerstvo kultury)

· The Ministry for Regional Development (Ministerstvo pro místní rozvoj)

· The Ministry of Agriculture (Ministerstvo zemědělství)
· The National Children and Youth Institute (Narodni institute dětí a mládeže - NIDM) was created in 2005 and is directly subordinated to the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports. The NIDM takes responsibility for implementing non-formal education in the youth field, supports the implementation of several programs initiated  by the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports  including the national “Keys for Life” ESuropean Social Fund Project which supports building up key-competences of young people and youth leaders and youth workerrs. Activitiers of the NIDM  include programs and projects for talented students, the organization of festivals for children and young people and activities in the field of youth information. NIDM is a hosting body for the Youth in Action National Agency and  the “Eurodesk” in the Czech Republic, does some PR activities and is researching in the field of youth. It is also active in the field of  European cooperation in promoting youth exchanges and study visits of multipliers. From its predecessor organization. 
· The Council for the leisure education (Rada pro zájmové vzdělávání) is an advisory body to the MŠMT in questions of providing meaningful recreational activities for children and young people, especially in state institutions (youth after-school centers, child and youth clubs, school clubs, etc.). The Council members, appointed for three years, consist of representatives of the Ministry, employees in educational institutions and youth experts.
· The Czech Council for Children and Youth of the Czech Republic (Česká rada dětí a mládeže - CRDM) 1998, an umbrella organization for 104 non-governmental children's and youth organizations provides space to members ranging from leisure-oriented, to ecological and cultural or political associations for children and youth. CRDM is committed to improving the living conditions and education of children and adolescents, promotes non-formal education and represents the interests of its members on national and international level. Since April 2010, CRDM has observer status in the European Youth Forum, the umbrella organization of national youth councils and international youth organizations in Europe.
2.2. Level of municipalities and regions

· Regional authorities elaborate, assess and complement long-term objectives in the sphere of education and development of the educational system in the region. They present the long-term objectives and an annual report to the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports of the Czech Republic. However the main tasks are administrative ones such as materializing the funding programmes of the Ministry or creating conditions for the development of leisure-time activities of youth in cooperation with non-governmental non-profit organizations.

3.   Priorities in youth politics

· The child and youth policy priorities and associated implementation measures are fixed in two-year Action Plans. Currently the 2010-2011 Action Plan has been evaluated and the last two-year Action Plan for the 2012-2013 has been drafted and submitted to the Government for their approval. It is for the first time when, while working on a new Action Plan, a link between challenges which youth policy in the Czech Republic is facing  and the implementation of the EU Youth Strategy have been taken into consideration. In the context of discussions about a new generation youth policy concept in the Czech Republic after the year 2013, following thematic areas have been prioritised: youth employability including the recognitions of youth work and non-formal education, youth participation, volunteerism of young people and social enclusion. 
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CZ Youth Policy in Details

Youth Department

Children and young people represent an age group of the population from birth to 26 years of age. In the Czech Republic, this group is an integral and dynamically developing part of the society that devotes ultimate attention and care of the state. 

On the part of the state, the youth field falls within the competence of the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports (MoEYS), whereof the Youth Department accounts for children and youth issues. Its main activities comprise legislative, political and conceptual work; exercising and supporting international co-operation; promoting information about and for young people; supporting non-governmental non-profit organisations (NGOs) by means of State Subsidy Programmes for NGOs Supporting Youth Work for 2011–2015; organising competitions, shows and festivals for children and young people; supporting the care of talented pupils and students; enhancing youth participation and volunteering; furthering inclusion of national minorities etc.

The Youth Chamber is an advisory body of the minister responsible for youth. It has been working at the MoEYS since 1991. As an advisory body it discusses issues related to the state subsidy policy in the field of children and youth, government policy towards the young generation, implementation of the Council of Europe and UNESCO’s recommendations in the Czech Republic, and application of the European Communities’ legal regulations to Czech conditions. The Youth Chamber is responsible for commenting on all legal regulations concerning children, youth and NGOs.
Systemic support of young people’s non-formal and extra-curricular education 
“Youth in Action” Programme

“Youth in Action” is a European Union programme supporting non-formal education that replaced the older generation “Youth” programme on 1 January 2007. The Youth in Action Programme was officially opened by Decision 1719/2006/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 15 November 2006 and is announced for the period 2007–2013. 

The aim of the Youth in Action Programme is to respond, at European level, to young people’s needs. It contributes substantially to their competences development and is therefore a key instrument in providing young people with opportunities for non-formal and informal learning with a European dimension. The Programme meets the needs of young people as well as youth workers, whereas the support is not limited to funding specific projects, but includes also providing information, training and opportunities for building new partnerships across Europe.

The Youth in Action Programme is intended for young people at the age of 13 to 30 years, with emphasis on the age group 15 to 28 years. Another important target group of the Programme are youth workers.

In the Czech Republic, the Programme is implemented by the Czech National Agency Youth, which is part of the National Children and Youth Institute. Grant applications can be submitted by non-formal groups of young people, NGOs, public bodies involved in the youth work and other organisations. The projects must have a non-profit-making character.
National project “Keys for Life” (April 2009 – February 2013)
The National Children and Youth Institute implements, in co-operation with the MoEYS, a national project “Keys for Life – Developing Key Competences in Extra-curricular and Non-formal Education” which started on 1 April 2009.

Main target groups of this project are those working with children and young people during their leisure time in various organisations across the whole country (leisure time centres, school play centres, youth clubs and NGOs). The project’s aim is to promote lifelong learning of children and youth workers by enhancing quality of the system supporting continuous and sustainable development of extra-curricular and non-formal education. 

Activities of the project are managed by expert advisors who help identify and specify the strengths and challenges of extra-curricular and non-formal education. 

The Keys for Life project will address the following areas: 

· RESEARCH
· STANDARDISATION OF ORGANISATIONS PROVIDING NON-FORMAL EDUCATION 

· EDUCATION SYSTEM: Leisure time pedagogy
· EDUCATION SYSTEM: Further education
· EDUCATION SYSTEM: Cross-sectional topics (volunteering, participation, healthy climate in extra-curricular education, inclusion of children with special educational needs, multicultural society, media and media education) 

· EDUCATION SYSTEM: Functional education 

· RECOGNITION OF NON-FORMAL EDUCATION 

· SUPPORT OF YOUTH INFORMATION SYSTEM 

The Keys for Life project seeks to raise public awareness of the work with children and young people. 

K2: (ESF Individual National Project) October 2012 – February 2015
It is a nation-wide project which upports quality and competitiveness in non-formal education area through by means of introducing  the quality control tools in leisure-time youth centers and youth NGOs as well as prooviding training, methodical and counselling services.

The importance and role of non-formal education (including interest education) is currently growing, namely in the framework of life-long learning. The project contributes to promote this idea, at the same time responds the need to increase the employability and competitiveness of citizens in the labor market. The main contribution of the project is initiating the qualitative changes in NGOs and school facilities for interest education as a major trend for sustainable development of non-formal education (including interest education). An important benefit of the project is also targeted support focused on personal improvement and planning, including recognition of results of non-formal education (including interest education) in Czech Republic.

The project is based on defined objectives and action plans of The Concept of State Policy for Children and Youth in period 2007 – 2013 and The Strategy of Life-long Learning of the Czech Republic.
The target group consists primarily of the executives of school and school facilities for interest education and NGOs workers with children and youth, further children and young people – non-formal education (including interest education) participants, schools and school facilities for non-formal education workers, employees of universities and college schools, further education participants, institutions providing further education.
In the Czech Republic currently operate 302 centers of leisure-time, where 221,300 children and youth attend the regular activity, more than 239,878 children visit 3,976 after-school clubs and 41,225 students regularly participate in the activities of 504 school clubs. A large number of the total amount of 1,378,563 children and youth from 6 to 18 years also regularly participates in the activities of 1,978 NGOs working with children and youth. It is altogether 6,760 subjects. The data come from the Statistical Yearbook of Education 2009/2010 and from the NGOs database on www.neziskovky.cz. In school facilities for interest education then work over 27,000 pedagogues – further education participants.

Secondarily, the project will affect children and young people themselves as non-formal and interest education participants, for which will be prepared higher quality offer of services. According to the data of Statistical Office, the number of children aged 6 to 26 years is 2,442,318 (01/2010). Number of employees of universities and colleges are also listed in the Statistical Yearbook of Education 2009/2010. The Institutions providing further education are mostly other organizations directly managed by The Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports and The Association of Educators.
Youth and extra-curricular education 
Leisure time is a substantial sociological, economic and pedagogical category. The way they spend their leisure time is particularly important for young people. In this respect, series of changes is supposed to happen in the field of extra-curricular education, especially as regards the focus and content of activities. The role of the state and state support policy in the area of extra-curricular education of children and young people and their leisure time activities is of extreme importance. 
Extra-curricular education in the Czech Republic is governed by the Government Regulation no. 74/2005 Coll. of 9 February 2005 on extra-curricular education. According to this regulation the participants of extra-curricular education are children, pupils and students; its participants could also be educators, legal guardians of minor participants, and eventually other physical persons. 

Extra-curricular education can be practiced in different forms: 

a) Occasional educational, interest-developing and topic-oriented recreational activities not connected with a stay outside the place where the legal entity carries out the activities of school facility for extra-curricular education,

b) Regular educational and interest-developing activities,

c) Camps and other activities connected with a stay outside the place where the legal entity carries out the activities of school facility for extra-curricular education, 

d) Informational activities, including gathering and providing information to children, pupils and students, and eventually also to other persons; guidance to prevent socio-pathological disorders, 

e) Tailor-made activities, especially by creating optimal conditions for aptitude development of children, pupils and students, 

f) Use of an open offer of spontaneous activities.

The extra-curricular education in the Czech Republic is subject to legal regulations, namely the Act no. 561/2004 Coll. on preschool, basic, secondary, tertiary professional and other education (the Education Act) that in article 111 describes the extra-curricular education as education developing personal interests and specifies it as follows: “(it) shall be provided to learners in their leisure time and shall focus on various areas. Education developing personal interests shall be carried out at school facilities for developing interests, in particular in leisure time centres, school play centres, and school clubs.“ 

Extra-curricular education is a specific part of non-formal education. As well as the non-formal education it constitutes an integral part of the lifelong learning process. Extra-curricular education has a long tradition in the Czech Republic and the range of institutions providing it further augmented after the “Velvet Revolution” in 1989. 

School facilities for extra-curricular education belong to the education system of the Czech Republic and are fully or partially financed from the state budget. Their founders can be municipalities, unions of municipalities, regional governments, churches, other legal entities, and physical persons. It should be noted that these facilities support equal opportunities, are not selective and admit applicants regardless of their ethnic or national origin, gender, religion, etc. They also play an important social role in that they contribute to the prevention of risky behaviour of children and young people by enabling them inspiring leisure time activities.

School facilities for extra-curricular education play an essential part in discovering, catching up and developing aptitudes and talents of children and young people. Various leisure time institutions offer the possibility to develop aptitudes and talents under the leadership of experienced professionals. The mission of leisure time centres is to motivate, support and lead the children, pupils, students, young people, but also the adults with a view to develop their personality, to acquire and develop key competences as well as specialized knowledge and skills and to spend the leisure time in a sensible way. This mission is accomplished by a wide offer of activities led by a professional team of educators in a safe environment. Leisure time centres can cover several areas of extra-curricular education, or focus on one specific area of extra-curricular education. 

Leisure time centres provide the participants of extra-curricular education, and eventually also schools and school facilities, with methodical, expert and material assistance. The centres generally carry on their activities throughout the school year, including the days when school instruction does not take place. According to the Regulation no. 74/2005 Coll. there can be the two types of leisure time centres:

Houses for Children and Youth that offer a wide variety of activities in several areas of extra-curricular education,

Stations of Interest-Developing Activities that focus on one area of extra-curricular education (e.g. technical, scientific, touring...).

In 2012 altogether 302 leisure time centres worked in the Czech Republic whereas 221 300 participants attended their regular activities in 20 821 groups. Leisure time centres provided extra-curricular education in the form of regular, occasional and spontaneous activities, organised camps and stays as well as educational and informational activities. 2 745 146 persons took part in 52 625 occasional events organised by leisure time centres. These appreciable numbers show evidence of a diverse and attractive offer of leisure time centres.
The centres offered leisure time activities to all age groups of children and youth, and arranged activities for adults and seniors, as well. They organised both regular activities for constants groups of participants and open long-term or single activities, courses and other educational activities, camps, spontaneous activities, open clubs, educational projects for schools on cross-curricular themes of school educational programmes, adaptation programmes as part of prevention of socio-pathological disorders and a range of other activities. 

The centres organised the above-mentioned activities throughout the school year, including the days when school instruction did not take place. Leisure time centres were also involved in community planning, participation, prevention, educators’ training etc. The majority of leisure time centres became a natural centre of the community’s social life. They took part in various regional, national and European projects, organised exchange programmes, stays abroad and internships of staff. 

School play centres are school facilities providing extra-curricular education to pupils of one or more basic schools in line with their own educational programmes that enable them to specialise according to the pupils’ interests and needs. In 2012 3 976 school play centres worked with 239 878 pupils in the Czech Republic. School play centres provided educational, recreational, sports and interest-developing activities to pupils at the time when school instruction did not take place. They served preferably the youngest pupils (1st to 5th grade). School play centres offered a manifold programme of financially affordable interest-developing activities in a well-known environment that gave the children a sense of safety. School play centres managed to keep up with leisure time centres as regards the offer of occasional events, which shows the number of 33 569 occasional events organised in 2011 for 1 178 205 participants.

Similarly to school play centres, school clubs provided extra-curricular education to pupils of one or more schools according to their own educational programmes based on the interests and needs of individual pupils. School clubs differ from school play centres mainly by the participants’ age and the type of activities. Their activities are destined especially for older pupils (2nd stage of basic school, lower stage of 6-year or 8-year gymnázium (academically oriented secondary school) and corresponding grades of 8-year conservatory). In 2012 altogether 504 school clubs provided education to 41 225 pupils.

School clubs also carried out other educational or recreational activities for children, young people, their parents and other interested persons in their leisure time. In 2011 4 364 events for 103 207 persons were organised by school clubs. 

Education of educators in the field of extra-curricular education 


Organisations that are systematically concerned with the education of educators working in the field of extra-curricular education can be divided into four categories:

· National Children and Youth Institute, which is an organisation directly managed by the MoEYS, i.e. a specialised facility whereof the fundamental role is to support extra-curricular education in school facilities as well as to support non-formal education of NGOs.

· School facilities for extra-curricular education – leisure time centres that educate mainly their own staff and at times supply services to other bodies, as well.

· Non-governmental non-profit organisations (NGOs) working with children and youth out of them some do traditionally have high-quality systems of their leaders’ and instructors’ education.

· Commercial bodies that carry prosperous business in the field of leisure time activities. These commercial bodies are in some cases linked to a non-profit organisation working with children and youth (e.g. the connection between Vacation School Lipnice and Outward Bound Czech Republic – Česká cesta Ltd.).

National Children and Youth Institute

The National Children and Youth Institute has developed an education system for educators active in the field of extra-curricular education, for volunteers working with children and young people in their leisure time and for civil servants concerned with children and youth. The whole system consists of three basic modules, whereof the first two are relevant to educators.

Module 1 is designed for the staff of school facilities for extra-curricular education:
· Functional education – its aim is to prepare upper and middle management of leisure time centres (and eventually also of school play centres and school clubs). The study programme focuses on acquiring fundamental managerial competences, on providing basic orientation in the fields of law, economics and marketing, and on clarifying the peculiarities of pedagogy and psychology in extra-curricular education.

· Professional education – is an education in pedagogy destined for education staff of school facilities for extra-curricular education without the required qualification. The study aims at acquiring basic knowledge in pedagogy and psychology, and at developing fundamental practical skills to be used in the educational process. 

· Further education – fulfils the functions of innovation, extension and specialisation. It represents an offer of workshops, training courses and seminars held throughout the year. The aim is to ensure a constant professional development of the staff in specialised areas of their work, to provide access to information on new working methods, and to develop practical skills in personal and social education, experience pedagogy, etc. 

Module 2 – Education of persons working with children and youth
· Basic educational programme – its aim is to provide fundamental knowledge in pedagogy, children psychology, legislation, etc. necessary to leading children or youth’s groups. 

· Extension specialisation areas – equip the educators with special competences and skills in different areas of specialisation. 

· Training for main leaders of children’s camps

Government policy on children and young people for 2007–2013

Government Policy on Children and Young People for 2007–2013 is a strategic concept adopted by the Government Decree no. 611 of 4 June 2007.
The basic principles of the Czech state policy in the field of children and youth are the following:

· Responsibility of the state for establishing conditions for the development of the young generation and for the tasks within its purview and within the scope of international agreements of which it is a signatory,

· Recognition and support of the primary responsibility of the family and, proportionately to his or her age level, the individual’s responsibility for his or her own self. 
The state affects young people at two levels:

Support 

· Taking measures to address problems faced by the young generation and hindering its development;

· Establishing conditions facilitating the participation of young people in social and political life and motivating various classes and groups of young people to pursue activities in the spirit of the state’s policy on children and youth;

· Support of various programmes related to the life of children and young people;

· Support of non-governmental non-profit organisations (NGOs) that play an important part in the youth filed.

Protection
Protection always comes in when an individual is not able, on his/her own, to cope with negative effects of the environment and some social phenomena. Here the state either uses its instruments or pursues co-operation with other public administration bodies, municipalities, NGOs and other institutions and organisations working for the benefit of children and young people. International co-operation is a major factor in this area, pursued by both state bodies and NGOs focusing on work with children and young people (EU Youth programmes, etc.).

The instruments of the state for supporting and protecting children and young people include, above all, legal regulations. They also include economic instruments, application of research, an effective information system and a comprehensive human resources policy (selection, training and further education of the staff). The state policy on children and young people defines a specific use of these instruments.

The Government Policy on Children and Young People defines the tasks of the state in the field of children and youth and their leisure time activities always for a period of 4 to 6 years. The main objective of the policy for the period 2007–2013 is to establish appropriate conditions particularly for: 

· Fulfilment of the family function

· Personal development of young people and their position in society
· Education for active citizenship including participation 

· Support for healthy lifestyles
· Protection against negative phenomena and their effects 

Thematic areas covered by the Policy

1. Information about and for young people: the objective is to establish, expand and improve the conditions and prerequisites for the acquisition, transfer and dissemination of a broad range of information that caters to the needs and interests of the young generation; support better technical and economic accessibility of electronic media, their appropriate and safe use, and, particularly, support high standards of the content disseminated by them, and, finally, provide legislative and social conditions for effective use of public media in attending to the needs of children and young people.

2. Youth and Europe: the objective is to establish conditions facilitating access of young people to information about youth issues in Europe and their active involvement in international activities; to establish strategic conditions for introduction of measures on youth adopted in the EU, and to take an active part in promoting the European concept of freedom, stability and prosperity for European youth.

3. Youth, leisure and lifestyle: the objective is to establish good social, legislative and financial conditions for young people to spend their leisure time in a sensible way that supports a healthy lifestyle; to support the development of school facilities for extra-curricular education that will offer a wide range of leisure activities; to support the work of NGOs both run by and concerned with children and young people; to motivate these organizations, by means of grant-funded programmes, to ensure availability of leisure activities of high quality.
4. Youth and education: the objective is to promote education and educational activities with a view to nurturing the overall development of young people, their personality, talents and interests in line with the needs of society. A combination of formal, non-formal and informal education should be pursued in this process.

5. Youth, employment and unemployment: the objective is to provide appropriate conditions for the preparation of young people for their future careers; develop specialised programmes to support the employment of young people with a special emphasis on recent school leavers; pursue, with increased efficiency, the matching of educational fields with the needs of the Czech and European labour markets. 

6. Protection of the rights of children and young people: the objective is to implement in full the Convention on the Rights of the Child and evaluate its implementation on a regular basis; amend continuously legal regulations with a view to reinforcing legal protection of children and young people; encourage the staff at schools and school facilities, individuals in NGOs who run children’s groups and other people who work with children to see to and support implementation of the rights of the youngest generation and, at the same time, to educate children and young people to fulfil their duties.

7. Participation of the young generation in social and political life: the objective is to establish conditions for a wide involvement of the young generation in public and social life; support the formation of children’s self-governing bodies; encourage the state administration bodies and local authorities to extend and intensify two-way communication with children’s and young people’s organisations; pay more attention, as part of education, to supporting personal development, commitment, independence, speaking up, etc. 

8. Youth research: the objective is to set up an effective system for regular and constant research into children and youth issues by means of targeted studies, exploratory work, opinion polls and quick surveys, and by means of their popularisation; to establish preconditions for meeting this objective in the form of creating a co-ordinating network of experts and institutions dealing with youth research as envisaged by the common objectives of the EU for “a greater understanding and knowledge of youth”.

9. Volunteering: the objective is to support voluntary activities of young people and those who work with them, as they constitute major opportunities for non-formal learning and strengthen solidarity, social coherence and involvement in the life of society; to initiate debate on the legal and social position of volunteers working with children and young people and to encourage recognition of their work and education acquired.

10. International co-operation and mobility in the area of children and youth: the objective is to support international co-operation and mobility concerned with children and young people and establish conditions for their development; encourage the establishment of conditions for a continuous increase in the participation of young people in international activities, exchanges, study and awareness-raising visits, and acquisition and transfer of new knowledge and contacts; to create conditions for implementation of European and national priorities of the Youth in Action programme. 

11. Youth belonging to national minorities, young migrants, refugees: the objective is to create conditions for the inclusion of children and young people from national minorities into mainstream society; to support targeted initial as well as further education of this group of the population.

12. Youth and housing: the objective is to adopt such government measures as provide for accessibility of housing for a wider range of young people and young families; to encourage municipalities to pursue their own housing policies.

13. Youth and culture: the objective is to support all generally recognised cultural activities fostering the education of the young generation; to establish conditions for them to become aware of cultural traditions and, most importantly, to support activities promoting the development of such cultural events and activities as nurture the development of young people’s personalities. 

14. Youth and the media: the objective is to support regular information in the media about good examples from the life of children and young people; to create legislative conditions for increasing the volume and particularly the quality of information about young people; to expand the coverage of the youngest generation in the public media.

15. Youth and family policy, family support and protection: the objective is to continue adopting legislative, economic and practical measures aimed at strengthening the trust of young people in the institution of marriage; to support young marriages and informed parenthood; to protect young families, etc.

16. Youth and health: the objective is to continue establishing legislative, economic and practical conditions to protect the health of the young generation in all its forms; to include health education in educational activities; to support health prevention measures; to acquaint children and young people with health risks in ordinary as well as extraordinary situations and guide them to develop skills and ways of acting (decision-making) that maintain and strengthen health, and that allow them to assume appropriate responsibility for their own health and the health of others.

17. Youth and the environment: the objective is to support all activities leading to a systematic nurturing in young people of a positive attitude to the protection and development of a healthy environment; to support meaningful activities of young people in the area of environmental protection.

18. Youth, socio-pathological disorders, social prevention and inclusion: the objective is to educate children and young people to live a healthy lifestyle, to acquire positive social behaviour and to develop their personalities; to nurture in the young generation moral values, to help increase social competences of children and young people and other skills that lead to the rejection of all forms of self-destruction, aggressiveness and violation of laws; to support systematically all activities leading to strengthened preventive measures; to seek and support activities promoting a meaningful involvement of young people in leisure activities and, in this way, diverting their attention from “escapist” forms of behaviour.

19. Non-formal education in the area of children and youth: the objective is to support lifelong learning as one of the decisive factors in the country’s competitiveness; see investment in lifelong learning as the most important investment in development; stress continuously the importance of non-formal and informal learning in various environments; support partnership as part of civil society and division of responsibilities between the state, employers, municipalities, civic associations, etc. 

The implementation of the Policy is the responsibility of relevant ministries. Most of the tasks, however, fall within the competence of the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports. The tasks are always specified for two-years periods.
The permanent inter-ministerial working group supervisit the implementation of the Czech State Policy on Youth  2007-2013 (“Government policy on children and young people for 2007-2013”), and drafting and evaluating two-year Action Plans of the state policy was established in 2007.
With new challenges being brought with the EU Youth Strategy into the Czech reality, Youth Department has reviewed functioning of the Youth Chamber, an advisory body of the minister responsible for the youth issues, and changed it into one of the most efficient instruments for the implementation of the youth policy in the Czech Republic closely linked to the EU Youth Strategy. A new Youth Chamber is a cross-sectoral advisory body which discusses and consults all the issues related to the youth policy. Apart from the representatives of partner ministries and the organisation directly controlled by the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports (National Institute for Children and Youth), the members of the Youth Chamber represent Czech Council of Children and Youth, Leisure Time Centres, regions, municipalities at local level, employers and religions as well.

More importantly, one of the novelties in the planning phase for a new-generation State Youth Policy after 2013 year is grouping  certain themes of the current CZ Youth Policy together in accordance with the themes of the Renewed Framework of the European Cooperation in the Youth Field. Such a grouping is supportd by 10 thematic working groups (eight themes of the EU Youth Strategy + Research and Youth Information).
Youth information centres

Youth information centres (YICs) play a distinctive part in the systemic support of children and, more specifically, young people. They are open to the public and provide advisory services and information sorted according to a uniform classification scheme free of charge. Youth information centres and services they supply are intended not only for the young generation, especially for non-organised children and youth, but also for youth workers, teachers, parents and the general public.

Youth information centres are places that provide, on an anonymous basis and free of charge, complex and up-to-date information on various aspects of young people’s life according to their demands and needs, proportionately to their age and capacities. The information shall be provided in compliance with the European Youth Information Charter and the Principles for Online Youth Information. The target groups of the youth information centres are, above all, young people up to 26 years of age. The YICs guarantee an equal access to information for all young people. The total numbers of YICs registered in the Czech Republic were 40 in 2008 and 2009, 39 in 2010, 34 in 2011 and 36 as of 30 August 2012. They are run mainly by school facilities for extra-curricular education and by NGOs. 

Main areas covered by youth information centres include:

· Education in the Czech Republic and abroad

· Working in the Czech Republic and abroad

· Travelling in the Czech Republic and abroad

· Leisure time

· Socio-pathological disorders

· Citizens and society

· Youth and the EU

· Regional information

All youth information centres in the Czech Republic have a uniform look that strengthens their client-centred approach. This is achieved by:

· Uniform name – Youth information centre

· Uniform classification of information they provide

· Uniform logo adopted in 2009

· Uniform web domains for all YICs of the Czech Republic 

· Joint promotion of all high-quality YICs 

· Uniform methodology and adherence to the National Code of Standards

· Focus on quality

· Adherence to the European Youth Information Charter

A new Youth Information System Development Framework for the Czech Republic was completed in the course of 2008. Its objectives are to improve the quality of the YIC network in the Czech Republic and set up basic parameters of the youth information environment in order to ensure one of the fundamental rights, namely the right to free access to information. The Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports supported the formation of the National Youth Information Centre (NYIC) in 2008, which is an umbrella organisation for all YICs of the Czech Republic and their advisor as regards the methodology. Besides, the National Youth Information Centre co-operates with other organisations providing information services both within and outside the Czech Republic.

The National Youth Information Centre is engaged in the following activities:

· Data processing and distributing up-to-date information directly to regional centres on a regular basis, publishing NYIC newsletters

· Administering and updating the NYIC information portal www.nicm.cz. Its monthly attendance is around 45 000 visits, which was the yearly attendance several years ago. In 2006 altogether 38 332 clients visited the web, in 2007 the total number of visits was already 159 099, in 2008 it raised to 403 489 as well as  in 2009 to 471 763 visits. The year 2010 and 2011 with 559 998 and 573 690 visits were the most successful ones so far. In 2012, so far there are 339 608 visits as of 13 September 2012.
· Regular daily information and advisory services at NYIC office

· Organising debates, conferences and workshops

· Running an Internet club with a free wi-fi connection

· Running a multimedia studio called “Mixer”

· Offering an open space where young people can express their creativity, exhibit their photographs, artworks, writings or videos, share their travel experience, meet with people from other cultures, people having an interesting profession or people with an unconventional life philosophy

· Providing the YICs throughout the Czech Republic with methodological and expert support, assisting all governmental as well as non-governmental bodies in establishing and running YICs, organising training sessions for YIC staff from the whole country, internship programmes for the staff of newly created YICs taking place directly at NYIC office, answering questions of regional YICs and helping them develop their own projects 

· Co-operating with other organisations, institutions and other partners in the area of providing information

· Co-ordinating Czech national activities of the international organisation ERYICA www.eryica.org and training, as an exclusive trainer, the beginning MBTC workers

· Creating the Czech section of the international information portal for European youth Infomobil, www.infomobil.org 

· Promoting all YICs in the media, at exhibitions and fairs

· Producing and distributing publications – School Leaver’s Guide to the World of Work and Study in the Czech Republic and Abroad; Volunteering; Working Abroad; Studying Abroad; YICs in the EU; YICs in the Czech Republic

Co-ordinating Council of Youth Information Providers

The Co-ordinating Council of Youth Information Providers has been working at the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports since 2008. The Council is composed of representatives of the MoEYS, the National Children and Youth Institute, the Association for the Support of Youth Information Centres Development in the Czech Republic, the Czech Council of Children and Youth, and the Association of Workers of Houses for Children and Youth. The Council has a statute of an advisory body of the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports. Its members are appointed and removed from office by the respective deputy minister. 

The Council co-ordinates the activities of major bodies active in the field of youth information, discusses and approves strategic materials concerning youth information, discusses reports of controls, publishes recommendations regarding the award/withdrawal of certification of individual YICs, and adopts standpoints to EU recommendations and materials concerning youth information.

Competitions, shows and festivals for children and youth 

The support of talented young people is based on legal regulations (Regulation no. 73/2005 Coll.) and detailed in the “Framework system for the support of aptitude and exceptional aptitude, in particular of pupils’ and students’ intellectual abilities in the educational process”. The aptitude of talented pupils can be proved in different ways. One of them consists in completing identification tests of various types of talent that are offered to pupils on demand by regional educational guidance bureaus. Another possibility how to discover one’s talent, which is so far the most prevalent way of talent identification, is the participation of pupils in competitions. Around 150 competitions and shows (focused on pupils’ subject knowledge, interests, performance in arts and in sports) organised, co-organised or recommended by the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports are held yearly in the Czech Republic. The MoEYS expends, together with regional authorities, approximately 50 million crowns yearly for these activities. Participation in these competitions is for pupils free of charge. Thousands of organisers contribute to their realisation, most of them on a voluntary basis. Up to 400 thousands pupils participate in these competitions each year. The competitions are organised at local, district, regional and national levels. Some of them, e.g. the Olympiads on mathematics and physics, have a long tradition established in the first half of the last century, others, e.g. the competition in financial literacy, were developed only several years ago.

The achievement of Czech pupils in international competitions is relatively high, both in international Olympiads and in competitions of individual secondary school projects. Fourteen Czech teams composed of 14 to 19-year-old pupils are sent to participate in international events each year. The participants are selected on the basis of their results in lower-level competitions. Training camps lasting generally 5 to 10 days are organised for the participants before their departure to international Olympiads on mathematics, biology or chemistry. As part of the support of talented 13 to 17-year-old pupils an interactive yearlong project TALNET goes on whose organizers educate, by means of online sessions, yearly around 200 talented pupils in 7 domains. Education of these pupils includes also several training camps where university teachers help them acquire knowledge of issues that are normally taught at universities. 

The system of competitions accommodates the pupils with special educational needs, as well. Competitions designed for pupils with special educational needs include, for example: National Sports Games for Visually or Hearing Impaired Youth, Braille Key or Artistic Festival of Juvenile Homes and Children’s Homes with School.

Czech pupils and students also participate in sports competitions.
Pupils’ and students’ results in competitions show that both participants from little towns and those from bigger towns and cities are successful in final rounds of all types of competitions. Logically, in the category of second stage pupils the pupils of multi-year gymnázia perform better than basic school pupils in knowledge-based competitions.

An important measure of the competitions’ quality level is the international comparison. Comparison of results in subject-based Olympiads (on mathematics, physics, informatics, chemistry and biology) as well as in more complex competitions like INTEL ISEF or EU CONTEST provides a relatively good overview. The last-mentioned competitions are typical of the Anglo-American system and correspond rather to individual secondary school projects in the context of the Czech Republic.

The following table gives numbers of medals (gold, silver, bronze) won by Czech participants in 2011. Medals in international Olympiads are awarded on the basis of points obtained in the assessment. In some Olympiads not only medals but also certificates of participation are awarded. The numbers of participants/participating countries serve to orientation purposes only.

	Competition name
	Number of participants
	Number of participating countries
	Results of the CR in 2011

	International Physics Olympiad
	397
	85
	0
	3
	2

	International Mathematical Olympiad
	564
	101
	0
	0
	4

	International Informatics Olympiad 
	302
	81
	0
	0
	3

	International Biology Olympiad
	228
	58
	0
	0
	4

	International Chemistry Olympiad
	273
	70
	2
	1
	1

	INTEL ISEF
	1537
	65 countries + 
US states 
	4th main prize

	EU Contest
	130
	37
	2 special prizes

	International Olympiad on Astronomic
	93
	20
	1
	0
	0

	International Olympiad on Astronomy and Astrophysics
	134
	26
	1
	1
	0


It should be noted that international competitions corresponding to individual secondary school projects have a different nature and therefore a different assessment system than Olympiads. The competitors shall submit a paper on a specialised topic (in the case of ISEF only an abstract of the paper in the length of 250 words), prepare a visual presentation of their work (poster) and, eventually, present the device they proposed. They shall defend their work in a discussion with an expert jury (the EU Contest has an international jury, ISEF a jury composed of American citizens). In the EU Contest three main prizes are awarded. No more than three best projects can gain each of them. Besides, special prizes are awarded.

“Czech Little Mind Project” is a project aiming at encouraging talented youth, mainly in engineering fields, thus stimulating young people’s interest for engineering and natural science studies, and for scientific careers. It targets high-school students and children in their final years of primary school. It is organized in a collaboration between the Czech Little Mind Project, the Prague University of Economics, the Ministry of Education, Youth, and Sports, the Association for Youth, Science, and Engineering (AMAVET), and the Association for Supporting Talented Czech Youth, as well as the general partners, who endow individual categories of each contest. The aim of the Project is  to prepare and organize an annual nation-wide contest for primary school children and high-school students. Prizes are awarded in 5 categories; category winners are chosen by a jury composed of representatives of professional associations, universities, and scientific institutions. Each winner receives a financial prize, a diploma, and an original “Czech Little Mind” award. The winners are also introduced at a press conference and at a gala soirée, which are covered by a special TV programme and broadcast by the main Czech public TV station
Non-governmental non-profit organisations 

Non-profit organisations engaged in the work with children and youth represent a necessary complement to school facilities for extra-curricular education. Their unique mission lies especially in that they provide children and young people with a background of strong personal relationships that often last throughout their lives. Many organisations of this type offer not only “a way to spend the leisure time” but a long-term educational forming of the whole child’s or teenager’s personality.

Belonging to a good group gives to many young people not only five, eight or twelve years spent in a happy bunch of friends but also a lifelong orientation based on a solid and well-reflected value foundation as well as a lot of skills and knowledge that help them find their way in the complex world of today. One of the most important piece of experience young people learn in children and youth associations is an understanding that the most valuable things in human life cannot be bought and that “gratis” does not at all mean “worthless”.

There is a plurality of NGOs working with children and young people in the Czech Republic. Their tradition dates back to the 19th century when an active participation in different associations and societies was an important part of the social movement that led to the creation of independent Czechoslovakia.

The work of NGOs is supported by the state to a significant degree. The responsibility lies on the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports. The support of NGOs was included into the “Government policy on children and young people for 2007–2013”. On this ground the MoEYS announced State Subsidy Programmes for NGOs Working with Children and Youth for 2006–2010 and State Subsidy Programmes for NGOs Supporting Youth Work for 2011–2015. These programmes lay down content orientation, programme priorities and conditions that have to be fulfilled to be eligible for state subsidies. 

These programmes apply to youth NGOs as well as to other NGOs that systematically work with children and youth, and are open to the target group throughout the year. The priorities of the subsidy programmes are annually reviewed. An integral part of the programmes is an open call for NGOs to enable them to apply for an honorary title “Organisation recognised by the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports in the field of children and youth work”. 

There are five programmes providing a financial support for the youth sector development:

1. Ensuring regular activities of NGOs that work with organised children and youth

2. Supporting successful forms of work with non-organised children and youth

3. Investment development of the materially-technical platform in the field of after-school activities of children and youth

4. Special-case grants

5. Supporting activities of youth information centres

NGOs can use these programmes to submit projects concerning the support and development of their own activities as well as other activities destined for the general public. The MoEYS will assess these projects and provide financial support to them according to their quality. An open call for an honorary title “Organisation recognised by the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports in the field of children and youth work” is announced as part of the programmes. To organisations whose quality the MoEYS rates as high is awarded a statute of an organisation recognised by the state.
Three main groups can be identified within the wide range of NGOs working directly with children and youth in the Czech Republic: 

Traditional children and youth associations

This group is represented first of all by scouts, young tourists and pioneers, but also by woodcrafters, campers, trappers, young fire fighters, YMCA members, and the absolute majority of small associations. These associations are characterised by a general orientation and the use of games, camping and outdoor activities as key methods. They have local units all over the country. The educational process in traditional associations is grounded on a “law”, code or principle that expresses an ideal the education strives for. The educators (leaders, instructors, assistants, etc.) typically do not get any remuneration for their work; on the contrary, they often have additional expenses related to their work for the association. Most of the traditional associations belong to international or worldwide youth movements. Another characteristic is that the absolute majority of events is organised for permanent members who attend the sessions regularly within a year-round programme of activities. It typically includes weekly meetings, monthly hikes, and winter and summer camps.

In the last decade, approximately 5–6 % of children and 2–3 % of young people participated in regular activities of these associations. The rates are quantitatively low (although comparable to European average), but it needs to be said that these children and young people tend to become, in relatively higher proportions, active members of civil society associations, high-quality teachers, and experts in helping professions and other areas when they grow up.

“New wave” associations

A number of associations whose orientation and methodology take into account expected development of children, society and technology emerged in the Czech Republic after 1990. An increased concern about environmental, social, and most recently also intercultural issues was significant, as well. Exemplary representatives of these “new wave” associations are Duha, AFS Intercultural Programmes, Association of Young Debrouillards, LATA or AMAVET. They typically not only use modern technology (also the traditional associations do it today), but the interest in it constitutes one of their programme priorities. They also promote modern approaches to education – the use of experiential pedagogy is taken for granted. Members and “non-members” often blend together; many events they organise are open to public. After all, their membership is substantially smaller than that of the main traditional children and youth organisations. An intensive international co-operation as well as co-operation with experts and professionals are used as a matter of course.

Associations related to political parties

The experience with exploitation of children and youth for the benefit of a totalitarian political regime resulted in a caution against any connection between political institutions and children and youth associations after 1990. By the end of the 1990ties, however, youth organisations declaring their adherence to a political orientation (conservative, liberal, social democratic, and Christian democratic) were formed as a consequence of the creation of new political parties and movements. Small political youth organisations represent Young European Democrats with markedly fewer members (about 100) and youth organisations related to other minor political bodies whose membership is even smaller.

Czech Council of Children and Youth
In June 1998 a representative body of children and youth associations, the Czech Council of Children and Youth, was established in order to facilitate negotiations with governmental institutions and international partners and to gain support in business sector, as well. Virtually all bigger and many smaller organisations active in this field are members of the Council today. 

The Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports regards the Council as its natural partner and consults with it all important steps concerning the children and youth sector. The Czech Council of Children and Youth contributed substantially to the development of the Government Policy on Children and Young People for 2007–2013. It is the driving force of Bambiriáda (see below), and conducts successful negotiations on behalf of children and youth associations in Czech Parliament and abroad. In 2008 it started a project on prevention of sexual violence against children and teenagers “We are concerned”. It publishes a magazine on education and leisure time “Archa” that is distributed to VIPs from the political and social scene. Furthermore, it runs an information portal for children and young people www.adam.cz and a database of information on European youth for the youth of the Czech Republic http://evropa.adam.cz/.

NGOs’ educational programmes for children and youth workers


The NGOs seek to have high-quality leaders, as the confidence of the public and, more specifically, of parents is a prerequisite for the success of their work. All bigger children and youth associations have their own systems of leader education. Generally, it has a form of training courses running either on several weekends during the year, or continuously for a whole week or longer during summer vacation (for example, some scout courses last in sum 20 to 25 days). As regards the content, the courses include disciplines relevant to education (pedagogy, psychology, methodology, group leadership, etc.) as well as more practical “subjects” (law, financial management, camping, sports, nature, ecology, etc.). Moreover, every leader has to complete a first-aid course. 


Education systems of big traditional organisations have several stages and are very demanding compared to European standards. For example, the Czech Association of Scouts and Guides Junák has different training courses for three categories of children and youth workers (patrol leaders, assistant leaders, and unit leaders), special extension courses (so-called Wood Badge courses, training courses for trainers, and courses for economic and administrative staff). Pioneers organise courses for group leaders, camp leaders, persons providing medical assistance, and persons responsible for financial management).

Regional councils of children and youth

Children and youth associations in regions founded regional councils of children and youth during the years 2000–2008. Some of them became later themselves members of the Czech Council of Children and Youth. Well-run regional councils of children and youth are reliable partners of regional governments in developing policies on youth issues. Successful negotiations with regional governments led to a creation of new subsidy programmes in some regions and to an increased interest of regional authorities in youth issues in general. The development of regional councils of children and youth relies largely on efforts of enthusiastic volunteers who manage to convince people that uniting children associations within “umbrella” organisations is useful, and even necessary for the future. 

Bambiriáda 

Bambiriáda is a show of activities implemented in the field of extra-curricular and non-formal education taking place at the last weekend of May since 1998. The Czech Council of Children and Youth is the main promoter of this festival of ideas and inspiration at national level. All kinds of civil society organisations and associations concerned howsoever with children and youth partake as co-organisers and participants in dozens of towns all over the country. Thousands of volunteers are involved and hundreds of thousands of visitors come to see the event. Especially outside Prague the Bambiriáda turned into a celebration of civic solidarity. In recent years the Bambiriáda expanded abroad – to Slovakia and Poland.

“Harbour” award

Children and young people, at the instance of the Czech Council of Children and Youth, grant the “Harbour” award to politicians for their support of children and youth at local level. Children and youth associations, houses for children and youth, leisure time centres, school play centres and school clubs can submit their proposals for persons to be given the prize. A representative of the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports together with the president of the Czech Council of Children and Youth and a representative of the main sponsor of Bambiriáda present the award at the festival.

National Mutual Exchange of Experience

NGOs’ and school facilities’ officials, leaders and ordinary members meet annually at so-called National Mutual Exchange of Experience. The aim of this event is to enable a mutual exchange of experience, share information on new tendencies and working methods, and try various activities that can be done with children and young people. Representatives of the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports and other central public administration bodies, executive staff of the National Children and Youth Institute and the Czech Council of Children and Youth, and many other guests attend regularly this event.

Participation

Structured dialogue with young people

One of the instruments for the implementation of a structured dialogue with young people represents the project of the Czech Council of Children and Youth “Let’s chat about it – a structured dialogue of young people” that was supported by the Youth in Action Programme and by the national working group established at the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports. A partner of the project is the Permanent Representation of the European Commission to the Czech Republic. Within the project young people discuss online with each other on the web page www.kecejmedotoho.cz, on Facebook and on other social networks. The organisers analyse their comments and use them as a basis for workshops where young people meet to draft a stand on the issue concerned. The draft stand is then finalised in public discussions where also experts and decision makers are invited to speak. After that, the final stand is presented by the Youth Department as a MoEYS internal report testifying young people’s opinions and, at the same time, it is submitted to political representation of the Czech Republic and other stakeholders concerned with its outputs. The first nation-wide topics of the structured dialogue were:

· Tuition fees at universities

· State-organised secondary school-leaving exam

· Legalisation of marihuana.

Other topics are selected by voting annually.

The aim of the project is to create a nation-wide inclusive platform for youth participation at national level and beyond. Using the IT in combination with practical youth work and face-to-face contacts are the main tools of the project’s implementation. The project wants to empower young people in society and promote the principles of democracy, social dialogue and youth participation.

The project has also an ambition to spread the ideas and topics related to European youth policy, which will directly help integrate Czech youth sector into the common European space.

The realisation of the project is based on three main pillars: information, participation and dissemination.

Informational activities are based on collecting arguments and information related to important topics and issues and on identifying the positions of different actors in a given field of choice. This information is then analysed and summarised into one short report per topic with links to more detailed information. These reports serve as a basic information tool for debating the topics with young people. 

Participation is ensured by group of volunteers and by organisers of round tables, debates, and workshops, mostly in regions. The e-democracy and e-participation principles on a special web tool interconnecting social networks are also used. The project also involves non-organised youth, e.g. at the Open Air Festival for Youth, the use of media and social networks. 

Dissemination of results to meet the needs of young people is ensured via existing and newly created channels linked to the country’s political authorities, including the National Youth Conference where young people, decision-makers, politicians and youth organisations’ representatives will meet each other. One of the final results of the project will be a printed and electronic booklet for long-term use and a special edition of youth magazine Archa, which is regularly distributed to Czech youth sector as well as to political representatives of the Czech Republic.

National Children and Youth’s Parliament 

The National Children and Youth’s Parliament is the top-level structure of all children and youth’s parliaments, councils and other organisations promoting participation of the youngest generation in the Czech Republic. This organisation is apolitical, but it tries to exercise influence on public life. The National Children and Youth’s Parliament holds round tables, discussions with experts on various topics, and seeks to draw the attention of young people to their rights and responsibilities. It contributes to public discussions and influences nationwide events concerning children and youth. By means of diverse projects it focuses on different groups of young people and their specific concerns. At the same time it provides consultations to existing parliaments to solve their problems and helps young people establish new ones in order to widen the network. It also co-operates with foreign parliaments and other partners with a view to gather valuable information to be disseminated to Czech youth. 


Community planning

Another form of youth participation is the involvement of young people into community planning. Community planning is based, above all, on the principle of open communication between different groups of people (municipal authorities, civil society organisations, school teachers, library staff, etc.). Young people take an active part especially in solving problems that concern them directly (building sports grounds and skate parks, arranging school surroundings, etc.)

Volunteering

Volunteering of young people is one of the highest priorities of the national youth policy in the Czech Republic.

The Youth Department of the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports was the main administrator of the European Year of Volunteering 2011 (EYV) in the Czech Republic. The mission of EYV was to promote the civil sector, especially voluntary activities, across different areas of action at national, regional and local levels. Key EYV objectives to support volunteering in the Czech Republic were the following:

1) To work towards creation of a volunteering-friendly environment and, where necessary, strive to remove obstacles hindering voluntary activities

2) To enable the organisers of voluntary activities to improve the quality of their work, including voluntary activities

3) To recognise and acknowledge voluntary activities by policy-makers, civil society organisations, public institutions, formal and non-formal education segments, and employers

4) To raise awareness of the value and importance of volunteering. 

Activities organised within the EYV were funded by a grant from the European Commission and co-financed by the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports. In addition, on the occasion of EYV the MoEYS announced its own two-round subsidy programme “European Year of Volunteering” in June 2009 and December 2010. Up-date information on the EYV implementation in the Czech Republic can be found at www.volunteer.cz.

Under the direction of the MoEYS an inter-ministerial co-ordination committee was established composed of representatives of other ministries, institutions, experts, media and NGOs. Thematic working groups were also created that associate, in particular, non-profit organisations and other civil sector bodies active in the field of volunteering, working with volunteers or interested in achieving one of the EYV objectives. These working groups ensured interconnection between state administration, experts and organisations active in the field of volunteering. There were also eleven thematic working groups established that contributed to the implementation of EYV in the Czech Republic: 

· Volunteering in health service 

· Volunteering in social service
· Volunteering in culture
· Volunteering in sports 

· Volunteering in children and youth work
· Volunteering in environmental protection
· International volunteering and volunteering in development co-operation
· Volunteering in emergency cases and critical situations 

· Volunteering as part of corporate social responsibility

· Community volunteering
· Volunteering in church and religious organisations
Furthermore, three expert teams (focused on legislation, methodology, and mass-media) were established. Their aim was to put the four main EYV priorities into practice. 

At national level, the following events were organised as part of EYV: Opening Press Conference (March 2011), Conference on Volunteering (May 2011), Volunteers’ Week (Prague, November 2011), Closing Conference (December 2011). Another events supported by different thematic working groups as well as regional events at Europe Direct Centres  were successfully organised throughout the year. A campaign in radio, television, press, social networks and the Internet accompanied the programme of activities.

The Czech Republic is also an active member of the European Commission’s Expert group on mobility of young volunteers whose agenda is discussed in five sections. The Czech Republic took on the leadership of a section that aims to create more opportunities for cross-border volunteers’ exchange both by developing and transforming current regional or national programmes and by introducing new pilot projects. In co-operation with the German National Agency of the Youth in Action Programme an international seminar “Multilateral approach for creating new opportunities of cross-border voluntary activities for young Europeans” was organised in September 2010 in Prague. Discussions were continued at the European Commission Expert Group meeting that was held in March 2011 in Prague and at a subsequent seminar in Germany in autumn 2011.

Final products of the European Year of Voluntary Activities and Active Citizenship will result into elaborating and submitting to the Government a new Law on Volunteerism in the Czech Republic.
Regional and local youth policies in the Czech Republic

Introduction

It is a well-known and experience-based fact that there is no meaningful and functional national youth policy strategy without established links between local, regional and national levels in the youth policy field. National youth policy cannot become a reality without focusing on what needs to be done at regional and local level and without active involvement of regional and local authorities. However, since the degree of self-autonomy of regions and municipalities is rather high in the Czech Republic, establishing functional links between the national, regional and local levels remains to be one of the biggest challenges of the youth policy making.
Cooperation on youth issues with regional and local author in the National Youth Strategy
The national youth strategy in the Czech Republic is traditionally formulated in The Government Policy on Children and Young People, which is approved by the Government and implemented for a period 7 years. 
A. Current National Youth Strategy (2007-2013)

The main objective of the current youth strategy for the period 2007–2013 is to establish appropriate conditions particularly for: Fulfillment of the family function; Personal development of young people and their position in society; Education for active citizenship including participation; Support for healthy lifestyles; Protection against negative phenomena and their effects. The Paper defines a total of 19 thematic in which the strategy should be implemented. 
The Strategy is based on a cross-sectorial approach with direct involvement of the Ministry of Interior, Ministry for Regional Development, Ministry of Culture, Ministry of Agriculture, Ministry of Environment, Ministry of Defense, Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs and Ministry of Health. The co-ordination responsibility lies with the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports.

The links between the national, regional and local levels are present in the strategy in form of general recommendation that regions “should use the National Policy within their own strategic plans and measures for the benefit of the young generation and that they should co-operate in implementation of particular tasks with the relevant ministries”. In addition, several sectorial objectives linked to specific areas of the Strategy are formulated, such as “to provide methodological support to expand the practice of youth parliaments to be present in all regions and to participate in the dissemination of good practices among organizations active in the area of Youth Participation” or to adjust educational provision at secondary schools to meet the needs of regions and the labor market where the future graduates will be employed” in the area of Youth Employment. However, there are no concrete proposals for ways and means of implementing policy in co-operation, co-ordination and partnership with regional and local authorities. As a result, the regions and municipalities are lacking stimulus, guidance, examples of best practice and financial, as well as other incentives for developing their youth policies in synergy with the National Strategy.

B. Proposed National Youth Strategy (2014-2018)
The planning phase of the new National Youth Strategy for the period 2014-2018 started in early 2011. An internal working for the preparation of a new generation of the national youth policy after the 2013 was established and meets on regular basis. The starting point for the preparation was a thorough analysis of the youth policy strategies of other European counties (especially PL, SK, HU and BE) and the new European Youth Strategy. A structured dialogue with young people and public consultations with a wide professional and expert public, ministerial partners, representatives of youth NGOs, leisure time centres, municipalities, political parties and others are being planned for the upcoming period ( June – December  2012).
In line with European good practices, a special emphasis should be placed on the cooperation with the regional and local authorities. The consultation with their umbrella organizations has started and their representatives will be invited to participate in the Youth Chamber, the main advisory and consultative body for the youth issues. It is meant to be a cross-sectorial advisory body which will discuss and consult all the issues related to the youth policy. Apart from the representatives of municipalities and regions, it will gather representatives of the Ministries, the Czech Council of Children and Youth, the Leisure Time Centres, employers and religions. Although no concrete measures to create a functional partnership with the regional and especially local authorities have been agreed on so far, the cooperation with regions and municipalities has had a strong priority in the preparatory process.

Current state of play of regional youth policies
Since 2000, the Czech Republic has consisted of thirteen regions and one capital city with regional status. The regions enjoy a considerable degree of self-autonomy which covers among others the area of youth policies. 
In order the map the state of play of the youth policies in the regions the National Institute of Children and Youth carried out a research study titled “The Youth Policies at the level of the Regions in the Czech Republic”, describing the situation at the end of 2010. The main aim of this qualitative research was to gain information about actual situation in the youth policy field (with a special focus on educational programs, leisure time activities, volunteering etc.) within the regions of the Czech Republic both at the level of its conceptions and implementation. Partial objectives of the research was to describe an elementary structure of particular departments, sections of Czech regional authorities involved in the youth policy and to gain information about their mutual communication and cooperation, grant policy and development conceptions and their cooperation with representatives of divers organisations working with youth. The study was based on structured interview with the staff of regional authorities’ offices and formulated following main conclusions:
· Regional youth policies are typically dealt with in context of formal education, sport and leisure time activities. There is usually no special staff member dealing solely with the youth issues in the particular department.

· All regions have produced regional development strategies and other conceptual documents in which youth issues are included, nevertheless only in a general or marginal way. Only a minority of regions have developed a specific conceptual document in which youth issues covered together with leisure time activities and sport. Other conceptual materials, e.g. from national or European levels, are not used or reflected only exceptionally.

· Regional conceptual documents are mainly produced by the staff of the respective departments of the regional authorities. Young people are consulted rather rarely and if they are involved, established youth organisations or Regional Youth Councils (if they exist) are typically used as the “voice” of young people.

· Regional Youth Parliaments, representing the second most common participatory structure, are operating in a minority of regions. This is explained as a result of fluctuation of their members, too long travel distances or simply of lack of regional topics relevant for youth.

· Although the regional authorities are aware of a cross-sectorial nature of youth policy, a continuous structured and conceptual cooperation between different departments of the regional authority office is not reality in any of the regions. The exchange of information and cooperation runs exclusively on bilateral basis and is often based on personal connections.

· The structure of grant schemes supporting youth activities is very heterogeneous. Some regions have only two or three programmes defined in a broad, general way, others run thoroughly designed grant schemes with specific priorities, including the focus on youth activities. 

· The regional authorities see their role in the youth policy mainly as administrators of grant schemes and providers of information. Their operation is on one hand determined by political decision making at the regional level, on the other hand they also reflect on recommendation from the national level. However, not always are these two strands of influence in accordance, as many respondents pointed out.  
Current state of play of youth policies at local level

There are more than 6000 municipalities in the Czech Republic. Their number of inhabitants ranges from units or several dozens in case of small villages in rural areas to several hundreds of thousands in case of the largest regional capitals and industrial hubs. Accordingly divers is also the situation of young people living in these municipalities which results in a great variety youth policy measures taken at the municipal level.
Unfortunately, there is no recent research study which would provide an overview of the state of play of youth policy at local level. Based on occasional reports from municipalities and personal experiences, the main challenge affecting the willingness of municipalities to deal with youth policy issues is the draining of young people from their original residential places to larger towns that offer more study, job and cultural/entertainment opportunities. As a result, it can be assumed that these smaller towns have a great potential to be or become active and concerned youth policy player compared to large regional centers experiencing an influx of young people. In addition, smaller towns seem to have better preconditions for a functional cross-sectorial cooperation, both within the municipality office and beyond, due to the smaller extent of their administration. On the other hand, the motivation of larger industrial municipalities to be active in youth policy is often driven by issues linked with young people living in socially excluded neighborhoods, drug users, law offenders etc. However, the common answer to these problems is often restricted to prevention of these negative phenomena on one hand and the support of leisure time facilities and organizations on the other hand.

Contribution of the Youth in Action Program to the development of youth policies at regional and local levels
As in many other topics and areas related to youth and youth work, the Youth in Action Programme in the Czech Republic has proved to be an excellent tool to initiate pioneer processes and pilot projects. Two recent examples can be mentioned to illustrate this statement.
In 2012, the city of Karviná (Moravian-Silesian Region) as the first municipality in the Czech Republic has successfully applied for the centralized Action of the YiA Programme: the 4.6 Youth Support Systems - Partnerships Call for proposals. Karviná as a center of coal mining industry faces a lot of environmental and socio-economic challenges that make a lot of young people leave the city and the region. The municipality came up with a project proposal involving municipal and non-profit making organizations as well as informal youth groups in partnership with the municipality which is complemented by a private foundation established by the mining company OKD, the main employer in the region. The project integrates several measures of the YiA Programme (youth exchanges, youth initiatives, European Voluntary Service) and aims at reinforcing non-formal learning opportunities for young people. In addition, the project seeks to lay foundations for a youth volunteering center, for an internet portal presenting non-formal learning and participatory opportunities as well as mechanisms for youth consultation and participation in decision making processes at municipal level.
At the decentralized level, the Czech National Agency developed in cooperation with the Slovak NA a complex one-year training course focusing on the development of cross-sectorial youth policy strategies at municipal level. In this pilot exercise, which has been successfully tested in Slovakia some years ago, a total of 16 municipalities from all over the country registered their representatives (either staff members of municipal offices or municipal councilors, including one mayor) for the training course which consists of 3 three-day training modules complemented by a study visit abroad. All participants will be asked to develop their own youth policy strategy, tailored to the needs of their communities.
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