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_____________________________
Report on the working meeting on 

the Visegrad Group and Eastern Partnership cooperation in the youth field

Prague, Czech Republic
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May 21 – 23, 2012

NB: This is a report of the Czech Republic´s  Youth Department team and does not necessarily reflect the opinion of the partner institutions and organisations whose representatives participated in the meeting
Programme

	Monday, 21 May

	Afternoon

20:00
	Arrival

Welcoming Dinner

	Tuesday, 22 May

	9:30 – 9:45
	Opening of the Meeting

	9:45 – 11:45

11:45 - 12:00

12:00 – 13:00

13:00 - 14:30

14:30 – 16:30

16:30 – 16:45

16:45 – 17:30

17:30 – 18:00

18:00
	Information exchange on the current state of affairs of national youth policies I.

Coffee Break

Information exchange on the current state of affairs of national youth policies II.

Lunch

3 working groups (WG) on identifying priorities of V4 + EaP cooperation in the field of youth policies (1. WG for V4 and EaP governmental representatives + ERYICA; 2. WG for V4 service organisations + YiA NAs; 3. WG for V4 NGOs)

Coffee break

Presenting results of working group 

Discussion on the V4 and EaP cooperation

Dinner



	Wednesday, 23 May

	9:00 – 9:30

9:30 – 11:00

11:00 – 11:15

11:15 – 13:00

13:00

13:15


	Presentation of the Polish delegation: PL intention to produce a comparative study on the situation of young people in V4 countries under the Polish Presidency of the Visegrad Group countries (July 1, 2012 – June 30, 2013)

Presentation of the Partnership – sharing experience with preparing and drafting the Report on Youth in Eastern Partnership countries (recommendations, suggestions for preparing the V4 Youth Report) + discussion

Coffee break

Separate meetings:

· V4 delegations – facilitated discussion about the content, collecting data etc. concerning the comparative study on V4 youth

· An open space for EaP representatives + the Partnership

Closing of the Meeting

Farewell Lunch

Departure of PL and HU delegations (SK delegation will continue its participation in the CZ-SK bilateral meeting)

	Thursday, 24 May

	Departure of SK and EaP delegations


REPORT

NB: This is a report of the Czech Republic´s  Youth Department team and does not necessarily reflect the opinion of the partner institutions and organisations whose representatives participated in the meeting
	Background Information


The venue and the timing of the event connected well to the ongoing political processes, namely to the chairmanship of the Czech Republic of the Visegrad Group (V4) in the period between July 1, 2011 and June 30, 2012. The programme of the Czech V4 Presidency in the youth field prioritises cooperation of the Visegrad Group and the Eastern Partnership countries in the sphere of national youth policies. Such a field of priorities was identified in Tbilisi at a very beginning of the Czech V4 Presidency in July 2011 when Directors General of the respective V4 Youth Departments met with the representatives of the Georgian State authorities and the NGO sector on a kind invitation of the Georgian Ministry of Sports and Youth. Similarly, within the upcoming Polish Presidency of the  Visegrad Group (July 1, 2012 - June 2013), Poland placed Eastern Partnership among its general priorities as well and identified enhancing a cooperation with the Eastern Partnership as a specific priority for youth field. 
The Visegrad Group (also known as the "Visegrad Four" or simply "V4") reflects the efforts of the countries of the Central European region to work together in a number of fields of common interest within the all-European integration. The Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland and Slovakia have always been part of a single civilization sharing cultural and intellectual values and common roots in diverse religious traditions, which they wish to preserve and further strengthen.

The Visegrad Group wishes to contribute towards building the European security architecture based on effective, functionally complementary and mutually reinforcing cooperation and coordination within existing European and transatlantic institutions. In order to preserve and promote cultural cohesion, cooperation within the Visegrad Group enhances the imparting of values in the field of culture, education, science and exchange of information.

The Visegrad Group cooperates with other regional bodies, as well as with single countries in the region and beyond on an ad-hoc or regular basis. The Benelux countries, countries of the Nordic Council of Ministers and countries within EU's Eastern Partnership (EaP) belong to the Group's priorities. Moreover, the Visegrad Group regularly cooperates with other countries in Central Europe - with Austria and Slovenia within the so-called Regional Partnership and with the Group's eastern neighbors as part of the so-called Visegrad+ concept.

	Aims of the working meeting


The seminar was not a conference-like event. It was a purely working meeting, quite informal, which served as a platform for the V4 and EaP experts in youth issues to inform themselves about the current state of play related to the national youth policy developments (where they are now and where they want to go concerning their national youth policies), and to discuss how they can cooperate in the future.

	Meeting - exchange of information on the current state of play of national youth policies


At the opening of the meeting, introductory words were delivered by Mr. Michal Urban, the director of Youth Department from the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports of the Czech Republic. In his introduction, Mr Urban underlined the importance of this seminar in the context of the Czech Presidency of the Visegrad Group, and stressed that it is for the first time when experts on youth issues from the Visegrad and Eastern Partnership countries had met in order to discuss cooperation in the youth field.
Following presentations on the current state of play and latest developments in the national youth policies were made:
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  Czech Republic (PPP enclosed)
Government Policy on Children and Young People for 2007–2013 is a current strategic concept adopted by the Government of the Czech Republic on 4 June 2007. The implementation of tasks resulting from the Policy, are specified in two-year Action Plans and are covered by individual ministries from their budgets. Currently the 2010-2011 Action Plan has been evaluated and the last two-year Action Plan for the 2012-2013 has been drafted and submitted to the Government for their approval. It is for the first time when, while working on a new Action Plan, a link between challenges which youth policy in the Czech Republic is facing  and the implementation of the EU Youth Strategy have been taken into consideration. For such a reason new structures for the implementation of the youth policy have been established including thematic working groups on eight areas of the EU Youth Strategy. Youth Chamber as a cross-sectoral advisory body for the minister will discuss and consult all the issues related to the youth policy. Apart from the representatives of partner ministries and the organisation directly controlled by the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports (National Institute for Children and Youth), Czech Council of Children and Youth including youth NGOs, and Leisure Time Centres, there will be nominated representatives of regions, municipalities at local level, employers and religions as well. 
[image: image6.png]


  Slovak Republic (PPP enclosed)
Cross-sectoral youth policy of the Slovak Republic aims at providing better conditions for life, housing, employment and active participation of young people in Slovakia. The Slovak population is quite young, 40,68% of inhabitants are up to 30 years of age. Employment and youth is one of the highest priorities of the Slovak youth policy (insufficient education, no practice and no working habits are seen as main problems which cause frustration and deformation in personal development). In spite of the fact that a decrease of interest in vocational training is evident, there is an increased interest of young people in entrepreneurship from 17% to  39% . An adequate link between schools and business area as well as raising motivation to bridge schools and practice are needed.
New challenges that the Slovak youth policy is facing in the up-coming period are the following: Youth strategy for 2014 – 2020; New grant programme; Youth report 2013; Closer co-operation with formal education (Education Vouchers); New European Social Fund projects supporting employment issues through non-formal education and consultations with young people. 
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  Poland – Youth Policy (PPP enclosed)
Polish Strategy for Youth (2003 - 2012) is a current strategic document for a target group of young people aged 15 – 25 (around 11 millions of Polish population are up to 25 years of age). The main actors for the implementation of youth policy in Poland on the central administration level are Ministry of National Education, Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs and Ministry of Science and Higher Education while local governments including local and regional youth councils are the main actors on the local administrative level. Youth participation is seen as one of the highest priorities. Main legal acts referring to youth participation are Act on System of Education (civic education in schools), Act on Public Benefit Activities and Volunteering, and Voting Code (a new legal act on civic education in schools). Polish Presidency to the Council of the EU (July – December 2011) prioritised the theme of Youth and the World with a strong focus on Eastern Partnership dimension. Report „Youth 2011” covers the current  state of knowledge on young people in Poland in different aspects (electronic version is available on-line: http://zds.kprm.gov.pl/en/youth-2011). The current challenges of the youth policy in Poland are to strenghten a framework of cooperation with Youth Council (PROM) and to update and make visible the Strategy for Youth. 
Poland – Council of Youth Organisations (PPP enclosed)
Polish Council of Youth Organisations (PROM) consists of youth organisations and NGOs working with and for youth. PROM promotes ideas of youth participation in public life, informs the public about a situation of young people in Poland, represents also unorganised youth and advocates for youth organisations. PROM also facilitates contacts between Polish youth organisations and brings together young people and partners from abroad. The structure of PROM consists of the General Assembly, First Chamber (big and nation-wide youth organisation), Second Chamber (small and medium-size youth organisations and big organisations working only on local basis) as well as the Board of 10 members. There are also four permanent working groups on structured dialogue, youth policy, fundraising and international cooperation. Cooperation with the Youth Councils of the Czech Republic, Lithuania, Germany and Serbia has been established as well as with the European Youth Forum.
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Poland - SALTO Eastern Europe and Caucasus Resource Centre and its activities in the Eastern Partnership region (PPP enclosed – see the statistics) 
From the beginning of 2004, SALTO Eastern Europe and Caucasus Resource Centre is focused on raising visibility and awareness of EU Youth Programmes opportunities for international youth cooperation with Eastern Europe and Caucasus.There are three types of activities available for cooperation with the Eastern Europe and Caucasus: European Voluntary Service - EVS (Action 2); Youth Exchanges (Action 3.1) and Trainings and networking (Action 3.1). SALTO Eastern Europe and Caucasus provides a direct support to youth workers, youth leaders, EVS volunteers, project managers, youth trainers and young people in general. The main activities include development activities, training support, information and promotion activities as well as assistance to National Agencies. The current challenges of youth cooperation with EECA are visa´s  and language barriers, social inclusion, recognition of non-formal education, recognition of youth work and financial limits. SALTO priorities for the year 2012 have been identified as promoting new opportunities for international youth cooperation within Eastern Partnership Window; increasing the recognition of non-formal learning, youth work and international volunteering with special focus on European Voluntary Service (EVS), and focusing on inclusion of young people from rural areas.
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  Hungary (PPP enclosed)
National Youth Strategy for 2009–2024 is the main strategic concept for youth work in Hungary.  The implementation of tasks resulting from the Youth Strategy is specified in two-year Action Plans. Currently the 2010-2011 Action Plan has been evaluated and a new two-year Action Plan for the 2012-2013 has been prepared. The horizontal objectives of the Strategy are to enhance the equality of equal opportunities (especially too prevent the social exclusion and marginalization of youth groups and young people),  to live with the identity of being Hungarian and European (especially to develop the relationship between Hungarian youths living in Hungary and beyond the borders, transmit their cultural traditions to future generations; and to represent the values and objectives of the social and youth policies declared by the European Union and the Council of Europe in youth policy actions) and to support an environment for an easy life in (especially to change society’s approach in order to meet the set of criteria of sustainable development). There is a New Generation Framework Programme in Hungary seeking to offer solutions to the problems of young people between 14 and 35 years of age: Programme  1: "Youth Career Life Path“ intends to provide young people with assistance on lifestyles and career choice at three main stages of life: at the age of 16; after the first term at university; and before the final term at university. Programme 2: "You have someone to turn to“ is a mental health network based on discussion on the Internet, where young people may ask for help from trustworthy, trained mentors who are familiar with their environment, and who are in fact anonymously communicating pedagogues. These volunteers will provide help online. Programme 3: "Ifjusag.hu - for a successful generation" (“Ifjusag.hu – Egy sikeres nemzedékért”) is an informative website which will be launched this year, bringing together topics that concern young people.
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   Ukraine (PPP enclosed)
The main goal of the State Youth Policy´s implementation is creation of special conditions for ensuring a comprehensive development of young people in all areas. The State Service for Youth and Sports of Ukraine is the Central Executive State Authority responsible for youth policy implementation. Major priorities of State Service for Youth and Sports are support of youth movement through National Youth Councils, youth NGOs and etc.; support of gifted young people in various areas including the support of young people through Annual State Competition on youth and children’s projects, annual Grants of the President of Ukraine as well as local system supporting youth projects. (TOP 5 priorities of the Project’s support in 2012: (1) youth employment, (2) patriotic education, (3) healthy life style, (4) intellectual activity, (5) international cooperation). Concerning the intergovernmental cooperation in the 2011, for instance the Joint UNDP Project (2008-2011) has been successfully completed (the UNDP Project “Youth Social Inclusion for Civic Engagement in Ukraine” targets provision of the soft skills for increased employability and promotion of volunteerism among rural youth (www.molodistua.org.).  Currently the Council of Europe is conducting the international youth policy review in Ukraine.
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   Moldova (PPP enclosed)
Ministry of Youth and Sport is the main coordinating body responsible for the implementation of youth policy in Moldova. Its priorities have been identified as capacity building and strengthening youth polices (research, development, implementation, monitoring and evaluation); facilitating access of young people to employment and entrepreneurship; increasing youth participation and representation including an access to influence and decision making; facilitating access to housing for young people; youth training, non-formal education, and Life Long Learning.  Concerning the legal framework, Law on Youth was adopted in 1999 and amended in 2003, 2007 (youth age 16-30). Moldova has also Law on Volunteering (2010). Currently a new Law on Youth (2011) and the Regulation of Youth Resource Centres and local youth councils, non-formal education strategy etc. are under discussions. The National Youth Strategy and the Action Plan (2009-2013) is the basic strategic document for implementing youth policy in Moldova. It describes the situation of young people, provides the SWOT analysis as well as strategic vision and general and specific objectives. The prioritized areas are providing education and information to young people; developing health services and youth welfare; providing economic opportunities for young people; promoting youth participation in public life and active citizenship as well as strengthening                    institutional capacity in youth 
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      Georgia (see a flash presentation on                                                                                    http://prezi.com/jcwyqxnket4q/developing-youth-policy-in-georgia/ )
A comprehensive National Youth Policy is currently being developed by the Ministry of Sports and Youth Affairs of Georgia with the support of UNICEF and UNFPA. The National Youth Policy aims to provide a long-term vision and identify appropriate mechanisms to address the situation and needs of young people and to optimise their potential. In order to ensure the broad participation of young people in the policy development process, a series of youth consultations were held in August - October 2011. About 35 trained facilitators met with young people across the country, using a specially designed “World Café” methodology which encourages free and open discussion in an informal and conducive environment. Each workshop had up to 20 participants. In this way, facilitators collected information about young people’s needs, challenges, desires and the priorities they would like to see addressed by the government. In total up to 70 such workshops took place in the different regions of Georgia, involving around 1400 young people.  The first National Conference on Youth policy development was organized in Tbilisi on 15-16 November to discuss the draft National Youth Policy paper. A special web page (www.youth.gov.ge) was created to extend the outreach of the consultation process. Anyone wishing to participate in the discussion and debate on the process of the National Youth Policy can go to the website to join the discussion forum and access useful information. 
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  Azerbaijan
Due to the Eurovision Song Contest which was organised in Baku in the same week as the working seminar in Prague, Azerbaijan colleagues from the Ministry of Youth and Sports taking responsibility for organising the Contest could not participate in the V4 and EaP meeting. The last-minute participant from Baku representing the Strategic Planning and International Relations Sector of Azerbaijan Youth Foundation under the Ministry of Youth and Sport was very much welcomed to join the event. His last-minute coming did not allow him to prepare the presentation of the national youth policy.
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 On the request of the organisers, Ms. Lucie Lekesova (European Commission, Youth Policy Unit at the Directorate-General for Education and Culture in the EuropeanCommission.) presented the latest EU Youth Policy Developments including the cooperation with the Eastern European countries (PPP enclosed):

In her presentation Lucie Lekesova  presented the EU Youth Strategy 2010-2018. While the Strategy aims at more and equal opportunities for young people in education and the labour market as well as at active citizenship, social inclusion and solidarity, its eight fields of action are: education & training, employment & entrepreneurship, health & well-being, participation, voluntary activities, social inclusion, youth and the world and creativity & culture. Lucie Lekešová referred to the Structured Dialogue with young people, youth work, the Strategy's cross-sectoral policy approach and research and evidence-based youth policy. She informed about activities of the current Presidency Trio (Poland, Denmark and Cyprus), which focuses on "youth participation" from different perspectives. She also mentioned the Europe2020 flagship initiative and drew the participants ´ attention to the European Youth Portal and Youth on the Move Card initiative. She finished her presentation with the information about the Commission´s  contribution to the cooperation with the EECA: European Youth Portal to include EECA, Youth on the Move Card to include EECA, European Youth Forum membership includes EECA  and annual EU-CoE Youth Partnership Symposiums with EECA countries.
	Meeting - Working Groups Conclusions


During the seminar, the participants had an opportunity to discuss in three working groups ideas and strategies of cooperation under the up-coming Polish Presidency of the Visegrad Group as well as concrete proposals for the cooperation within the respective ministries (Working group number 1), service organisations including the Youth in Action National Agencies (Working group number 2) and within the youth NGOs (Working group number 3).
Working Group Number 1 (for ministerial representatives):
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On the proposal of the organisers, at the beginning of this session, Mr. Davide Capecchi, the director of ERYICA presented the Information Right Now campaign which might be a good opportunity for the V4 and EaP cooperation at governmental level. 
“Information Right Now!” is a European campaign, launched on 17th April 2012 and implemented by the European Youth Information and Counselling Agency - ERYICA in partnership with the Council of Europe. The campaign aims to raise awareness among young people, decision makers and media on the special role of youth information with regard to young people’s access to rights and – eventually – on the access to information as a right in itself for all young people. The campaign objectives are:1. Young people to understand they have the right to information, 2. Young people to understand they have a right to information and move them to find it in the Youth Information Centre, 3. Together with young people, ask decision makers to guarantee their right to information. On a decentralised level, the campaign consists of numerous activities of different scope and scale in all Council of Europe member countries, organised by local Youth Information Centres and Youth Workers, and tailored to the respective target audiences. The activities listed above as well as the Facebook page, the photo competition and the website will be coordinated centrally by ERYICA. Youth Ambassadors will act as European-wide testimonials of the campaign and should be actively involved. The 9th Conference of Ministers of the Council of Europe will be a prominent occasion to present the activities from the pan-European action day through a travelling photo exhibition along with other campaign events. Furthermore, the winners of the photo competition will be showcased in an exhibition. As suggested by Slovakia, the V4 and EaP countries are strongly encouraged to cooperate within this campaign.
______________
After the presentation, the group defined the focus areas for the future cooperation and elaborated concrete ways of cooperation.

Conclusions from the working groups:

1) Defining the focus areas for the future cooperation:

a. Unemployment 

· Non-formal education to fight youth unemployment

· Share experience

b. Youth policies on local and regional level

· Training the municipalities how to motivate and engage in youth participation, structural dialogue 

· Sharing experience between the different municipalities (e.g. Slovakia)

c. Structured dialogue

· How to make it hands on/practical rather than compulsory, oftentimes artificial and vague verbal exercise

· Connect  and cooperate with other stakeholders on other levels (e.g. NGOs)

· Connect the structural dialogue also to other areas such as access to rights

d. Development/drafting of the new generation of the Youth Policy Strategies

· Coordinating the preparation and drafting of the strategy

· Process ( e.g. Exchange experience with the participatory process and invite consultants from countries with good practice (e.g. Georgia)

· Content and focus of the strategies (identifying priorities)

· Stakeholders involved in the process of drafting and consultation

e. Recognition of the non-formal education 

· In order to enhance the socio-economic inclusion

· Improve the access of the young people to the job market
2. Specific EaP priorities: 

· Capacity building for the youth workers

· Enhancing the capacities of the government implementing structures

· Regional cooperation (Eastern Europe and Caucasus)

· Volunteering for communities

· Capacity building for civil servants in the area of youth policies
3. How to cooperate?

a. Sharing the good practices:

· E.g.

· Georgia – participatory way of developing the strategic documents

· Slovakia – training and preparing local municipalities for local youth policies implementation; recognition of non- formal education

· Ukraine – regional implementation of the state Youth policies; developing youth centers in the rural areas with limited budget

· Czech republic – cross sectoral approach; volunteering; 

b. Aiming at the formal official agreement/ declaration of cooperation between V4 and EaP in the area of Youth Policies

· Planning the formal roundtable resulting into the formal declaration of cooperation (political leverage for more financial support and clear institutional commitment for cooperation)

c. Practical cooperation between the partners within the above defined focus areas for further cooperation

· E.g. of concrete proposals:

· Cooperation within the campaign “Right to Information”

· Making the campaign more visible

· Website/forum for information sharing within V4 and EaP

· Sharing good practices

· Needs, struggles and gaps

· Suggestions for further concrete cooperation

· Using the space provided by the upcoming  CDEJ meetings  (Strasbourg, Budapest – 2 x year etc.) to set up informal group and meet informally to discuss the V4 and EaP cooperation in more details

· Each V4 country would be responsible for certain focus area (out of the list defined above) where they are good at/have comparative advantage  and coordinate the cooperation within this area/theme
Working Group Number 2 (for ministerial service organisations including the Youth in Action National Agencies): 
This group focused mainly on discussing a proposal of Hungarian participants on Summer University in July 2013 when Hungary will take the Presidency of the Visegrad Group.
Conclusions:

1.  Summer university

· Organized by different partners in Hungary, July 2013

· Topic  is democratic participation of young people

· 3 parts – 1. Focus groups – researchers, policy makers and other stakeholders
2. Accreditation for students in different European universities

3. Knowledge Forum

· 7 days long, totally 30 hours

· 3 people/country, max. 200 pax.

2.  Sharing youth policies (good practice)

· part of Summer university

· task 1 : finding out financing possibilities – Visegrad Fund? – Slovakia, June

·  task 2: finding out financing possibilities – East Program (Soros Foundation)? – SALTO, June

· task 3: main responsibility Hungary but necessity to to be joined by 1-2 bodies – June, info to Judith

3. Eastern Partnership 

· building partnership activity

· the aim is to increase cooperation between Visegrad countries and EaP countries

· 40 participants.

· Beginning of 2013

· Topic decided later

· TCP meeting in September – announcement of activity and discussing details

· Financed by TCP + SALTO + EaP discuss with ministries if possibility to co-finance

· Venue: EaP

· Responsible: SALTO

Working Group Number 3 (for youth NGOs):
This was a small group with no participant representing the Eastern Partnership countries. The group focused mainly on cooperation of the four National Youth Councils (CZ, SK, HU and PL) based on a common wish to enhance cooperation with the Eastern Partnership countries in the non-profit non-governmental sector.
Conclusions:

1. Under the up-coming Polish Presidency of the Visegrad Group, the event for NGOs and national youth councils of the V4 and EaP countries will be organised in Poland as a platform for meeting and networking;
2. The four national youth councils (CZ, SK, HU and PL) agreed on incorporating a chapter on strengthening the V4 and EaP cooperation in their National Council´s  Action Plans which will be regularly updated and evaluated;
3. Otlas as the Partner-Finding Tool will be used for helping the V4 and EaP countries with the first steps in building projects and finding partners for joint  international activities.
After presenting the results of this working group, the floor was given to Ms. Magdalena Kudelska (UNESCO Initiatives Centre - PL) and Mr. Péter Mózes  (Duna-Körös-Maros-Tisza Eurorégió Ifjúsági Szövetség / Youth Alliance of Duna-Körös-Maros-Tisza Euroregio - HU) who expressed their wish to present their NGOs. Ms. Magdalwena Kudelska stressed a Polish-Czech cross-boarder cooperation especially with the Liberec Civil Society, and mentioned also a Polish-Slovak activities including a newly established cooperation with Hungary. Mr. Péter Mózes focused not only on cross-border iniciatives, but also on regional projects, and stressed his NGO´s  help to establish a network of youth information points in Serbia.
	Meeting – the V4 Youth Report Discussions


On the other day of the meeting, the programme provided space for discussing a Polish  intention to produce a document on the situation of young people in the V4 countries under the Polish Presidency of the Visegrad Group countries (July 1, 2012 – June 30, 2013). For such a reason Ms Lucie Lekesova (European Commission, Youth policy - E1 Unit, DG Education and Culture) and Mr. Joachim Schild (Partnership between the European Commission and the Council of Europe in the field of youth) were asked to share their experience in dealing with the 2012 EU Youth Report and the 2011 Synthesis report for the EECA region before the discussion on a V4 youth document was launched.
Ms. Lekesova explained briefly the process of the EU reporting on youth, and outlined the way of collecting data from the EU Member States concerning the 2012 EU Youth Report as well as described the structure of national youth reports (first time with new format including more detailed questions, referring to specific action points mentioned in the EU Youth Strategy) which were submitted to the Commission by the end of January 2012. Afterwards she presented the first preliminary results of the EU Youth Report related mainly to the general youth policies in the Member States (PPP enclosed), 
This report respects the preliminary results and will not state the presented conclusions before the official release of the EU Youth Report..
[image: image16.jpg]Youth Partnership




Mr. Joachim Schild introduced the EU-CoE youth partnership itself and presented briefly the Partnership´s  activities in Eastern Europe and Southern Caucasus (EECA) including the Symposium on  youth policies in Odessa and the up-coming symposium on well-being in Tbilisi. He focussed on sharing experience in preparing and drafting the reports on youth policy reviews in the EECA countries and Russian Federation. He addressed the participants with the recommendations and conclusions from the Odessa Symposium and underlined that so far existing results of the working meeting were very well in line with those ones from Odessa (PPP enclosed).

After the two presentations the participants were divided into two groups. The V4 representatives with Ms. Lekesova, Mr. Schild and Mr. Capecchi discussed the Polish intention to produce a document on the situation of young people in the V4 countries, and the EaP representatives met with Mrs. Renata Romanova from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic (EU POLICIES DEPARTMENT, Head of Unit) who presented the EaP objectives and programmes in the EU new multiannual financial framework 2014 – 2020 (PPP enclosed).
Conclusions from the facilitated discussion on the document on the situation of young people in the V4 countries under the up-coming Polish Presidency of the Visegrad Group :

Preconditions:

· The duplication with the existing reports  shall be avoided

· It shall be seen how the already existing data could be analyzed and used further

· Specific value added of the report shall be explored further 

· The procedural challenges related to the drafting of the Eastern Europe and Caucasus Region Youth Report   mentioned in the introductory presentation  by the EU-CoE youth partnership shall be kept in mind,  so that the same mistakes are not committed

Focus of the  V4 Youth report:

· The V4 Youth report shall be composed of two parts

· 1st part 

· shall be based on the existing data that have already been collected by the individual V4 countries e.g. in the process of the drafting of the national reports that have been handed over to the European Commission or in the exercise to provide country information to the European Knowledge Centre for Youth Policy

· the available data shall be analyzed and the comparison of the situations in all the 4 countries shall be made 

· the so called “image of the V4 space” shall be made

· this part of the report shall also be completed with a few statistics – upon on what statistical information is comparable for all four countries
· special focus shall be put on the youth work within the 8 European Commission’s priority areas – however the final  choice of the concrete focus areas shall still be done

· 2nd part
· The value added to the comparative study shall be a certain “message” based on the sharing of the good practices and recommendations for supporting the youth work

· Shall this part also include the focus on the already existing  cooperation and good practice and experience sharing in this field? – to be decided after the next working meeting in the autumn 2012
Next steps: 

· The Polish representative  (forthcoming presidency) is committed to  summarize the agreed plan for the drafting process of the V4 Youth Report  - including putting together the more specific timeframe and identifying more concrete plan of the steps that are needed to be taken in order to start off the process - and send it to the rest of the V4 countries  - to be done by the end of June 2012

· The polish representative to the V4 group shall start collecting all the already available materials that would be sent by the individual countries  upon the call through emails ( the contact persons for each country are: CR Zdeňka, SK Eva, HU Balasz) – to be done since now by the end of June 2012

· The polish presidency shall see if they could hire an editor responsible for the drafting of the V4 Youth Report

· In the beginning the draft would be consulted with and commented by the rest of the V4 countries through the emails and online conference communication (if need be)

Questions still to be answered: 

· Especially with regards to the second part of the Report, shall there be any special international editorial group created? How would it operate and meet concretely? Or shall it rather also be the main responsibility of the Polish presidency that would consult the process and send off the outcomes for consultation to the other V4 member countries?

· Concrete time frame

· Methodology of the work

· Adding information/ concrete examples on the existing cooperation within the V4 and EaP shall be considered  (e.g. reflection of the existing cooperation, experience, lessons learned, challenges)

· If it would be included, then it shall  be a part of the recommendation and good practice part of the report

	Main Conclusions of the Working Meeting


1. The participants welcomed the working meeting as the first opportunity for informing themselves about the current state of play in national youth policies developments and discussing the priorities and concrete action plans of a systematic mutual cooperation under the up-coming Polish Presidency of the Visegrad Group;
2. All presentations were seen as an important starting point for the following discussions which proved to be successful in terms of identifying common priorities and concrete steps for the V4 and EaP cooperation;
3. The V4 and EaP participants particularly welcomed the contribution and support of international actors. In this sense, the high profile given to the event by the EU, the Council of Europe, ERYICA and SALTO Eastern Europe and Caucasus Resource Centre through the active participation of Ms Lucie Lekesova, Mr. Joachim Schild,  Mr. Davide Capecchi and Mr. Andrij Pavlovych was perceived as very beneficial;
4. With regard to national youth policies in the two (V4 and EaP) regions, the participants stressed the need of maintaining the common activities proposed for a mutual cooperation during the working meeting and evaluating a progress made in this cooperation on the occasion of regular CDEJ meetings in Strasbourg and Budapest;
5. In connection to a lot of similarities related to the current national youth policies developments in participating countries, many participants stressed an importance of sharing examples of good practices, especially in preparing and drafting new generation youth policies at national level;
6. The V4 countries agreed  that the working meeting should grow into an annual event as part of a larger process of cooperation in the youth field in the V4 and EaP regions, preferably in a country which takes a presidency of the Visegrad Group;
7. The V4 participating countries expressed their willingness to support the Polish proposal and cooperate in drafting the document on the situation of young people in the Visegrad Group whose preliminary structure and content were agreed on during the working meeting;
8. The EU-CoE youth partnership will be welcomed to continue playing an active role in this process.
The organisers feel privileged to thank all the participants for their active participation, dedicated commitment and admirable self-discipline they showed during the whole period of the seminar. It was a real rewarding experience to work with such a motivated hard working group that managed to develop a strong team spirit from the very beginning of the event. 
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 ion.donea@mts.gov.md
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