The green competences in the Danube Region;
proposal for the creation of an experts group on green competences in the EUSDR for designing a project  to be submitted for funding in 2015
Danube Region context

The Danube Region is an ecologic system; the river crosses several countries with different economic activities and different levels of development with different environment policies and different occupations which influence in a very diverse way this ecosystem.

The Danube River influences a lot all the communities it crosses and is influenced by those communities. On the other hand, the EU Strategy for the Danube Region means acting towards common objectives and one objective is to reach a green economy in the region by using new skills and jobs taking care of the environment.

“Think globally, act locally” is the best principle for sustainable development and the EU Danube Region Strategy could be a promoter. It is a global concept of high importance that can be embraced by all the countries involved. In order to act towards a green economy in the region, a common regional approach is needed to identify specific needs and experiences in green competences development. 

During the 2nd Annual Forum of the EU Strategy for the Danube Region in Bucharest on 28-29 October 2013, participating countries jointly with the European Training Foundation (acting as observer in the PA9 SC) have been requested to continue contributing to work on the "green competence". 

At present, the EUSDR participating countries are cooperating at different levels on improving the socio-economic environment in the vicinity of Danube basin. Defined within the 'Danube Strategy', some of the key priorities for all participating countries and regions are: 1) competitiveness, 2) people and skills and 3) environment. These three key priorities are inter-dependent with education and training as the sine-qua-non instrument for more environmentally secured economic development. 

Proposal for an ad hoc experts group on green competences under the steering group of PA 9- EUSDR

Following the debates and recommendations of the 2nd Annual Forum of EUSDR in Bucharest (28-29 October 2013), which confirmed the interest of various stakeholders to work for the sustainable development of the Danube region, the Romanian Ministry of National Education/ National Centre for TVET Development, proposed, during the 8th Meeting of the Steering Group of Priority Area 9, on 5th November 2014 in Vienna, Austria, the establishment of an experts  group on green competences under the framework of the steering group PA9.

Mandate of the experts group on green competences
The experts group will act as a facilitator for knowledge sharing, policy recommendations and support for the design and submission of a project proposal in 2015.

The proposed group’s mandate includes the following actions:

· Mobilising the interest of the EUSDR participating countries for the topic of green competences;

· Mapping the existing initiatives and relevant activities in the region;

· Identifying good practices on green competence and debating the possible policy responses;

· Ensuring cooperation with the private sector by involving in the work of the group the representatives from sectors that are ready to go green;
· Considering proposing a joint project  as defined by the Erasmus+ (the type of “strategic partnerships”) or by the future Danube Transnational programme (foreseen to become operational on mid 2015);
During the 3rd Stakeholder Conference "People and Skills" of Priority Area 9, on 6/7th November 2014 in Vienna, Austria, the representatives of the Romanian MNE / National Centre for TVET Development, discussed with different actors and proposed to prepare a project proposal in the field of eco-tourism. The initial proposal was presented during the Conference (in Annex).

Note: Austria supports the Romanian initiative, as well as Bulgaria and Germania.
The EUSDR representatives in the Steering Group of Priority Area 9 are invited to present this initiative in their countries, to interested organizations, and to send back the expression of interest for joining the experts group, in order to design a common project for green competences in the field of eco-tourism.  

Their interest will be communicated to the Romanian Ministry of National Education/ National Centre for VET Development by 15 February 2015. 
The experts group will establish further steps in order to realize in practice the group mandate. 
In a first joint Romanian – Austrian conference on “Green Competences for the Promotion of Eco-tourism in the Danube Region” interested stakeholders in the field of eco-tourism in the Danube Region will identify priorities for potential future co-operation. 
Annex

Project proposal

Title: Green competences for eco-tourism in the Danube Region

Outline:

In order to develop a sustainable eco-tourism in the Danube Region people need specific competences, characterized as green competences having as goal to:

· preserve the eco-system;

· allow the human resources continuous professional and personal development in order to increase the creative and innovative actions in their communities;

· growing the awareness of local communities about the need for a sound and efficient use of local resources.
· Explore the potential of eco-tourism as a  market segment which contributes to income generation in rural areas 

· Analyse trends of “greening” in the tourism sector and its potential for the Danube region 
A common Danube Region approach is proposed.

Aims:

· support mutual learning and cooperation to increase the students and employees skills to better adapt to the technological changes and to the market requirements;

· identify specific green competences to be included in the eco-tourism qualifications and curriculum at different levels;
· train teachers in order to have an innovative approach towards green competences; development of tools/ instruments for trainers for eco-tourism

· develop green associations and communities of good practice of VET providers and eco-tourism employers/ entrepreneurs;

· raise the awareness of local communities to promote the development of eco-tourism.
Target groups: 

VET providers for eco-tourism, Employers/ entrepreneurs associations, Local communities.
Partnership:
For the moment: Austria/ KulturKontakt and Slovenia/ New Tourism Institute, Liublijana.
Contact persons:

Carmen Clapan, Ministry of National Education, E-mail: carmen.clapan@medu.edu.ro

Zoica Vladut,  National Centre for VET Development, E-mail: vladut@tvet.ro
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