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A C T
of 30 March 2006

on Verification and Recognition of  Further Education Results and on the Amendment to Some Other Acts (the Act on the Recognition of Further Education Results)

The Parliament has resolved upon the following Act of the Czech Republic:

PART ONE

VERIFICATION AND RECOGNITION OF FURTHER EDUCATION RESULTS
CHAPTER 1


INTRODUCTORY PROVISIONS

Section 1

Subject and Scope of Application

(1) This act shall regulate

a)  the system of verification and recognition of further education results;

b)  qualifications;

c)  qualification standards for partial qualifications;

d)  assessment standards for partial qualifications;

e)   the National Register of Qualifications


f)   rules for granting, extending validity and withdrawing authorisation for the verification of further education results;

g)   rights and duties of participants of further education;

h)  the scope of competencies of bodies executing state administration with regard to verifying and recognizing further education results.

(2) 
The provisions of special legal regulations
 regulating education, the assessment and verification of results of education, professional training or conditions of qualifications, and the assessment and recognition of professional qualifications and other competences for starting up employment or self-employed regulated activities and their performance in the Czech Republic shall not be prejudiced by this Act.

Section 2

Definitions

For the purpose of this Act the following definitions shall apply:

a)   initial education shall mean pre-school education, basic education, secondary education, education at conservatories, and tertiary professional education carried out in accordance with a special legal regulation
 in nursery schools, basic schools, secondary schools, conservatories and tertiary professional schools, and studies carried out on accredited study programmes under a special legal regulation
 at higher education institutions and 

      their faculties;


b)
further education shall mean educational activities which are not considered to be initial education;



c)
complete qualifications shall mean professional qualifications of a natural person to duly

      perform all work activities pertaining to a relevant profession
;


d)
partial qualifications shall mean professional qualifications of a natural person to duly perform a certain work activity or a set of work activities in a relevant profession or in two or more professions respectively, in the scope defined in a qualification standard;

e)
the National Register of Qualifications shall mean a publicly accessible register of complete or partial qualifications acknowledged, distinguished and recognised in the Czech Republic;

f)
a qualification standard for partial qualifications shall mean a structured description of professional competence of a natural person for the due performance of a certain work activity or a set of work activities in a relevant profession or in two or more professions respectively;


g) 
an assessment standard for partial qualifications shall mean a set of criteria, organisational and methodological procedures and material and technical prerequisites specified for the verification of the attainment of professional qualifications to duly perform a certain work activity or a set of work activities in a relevant profession or in two or more professions respectively;


h)  authorisation shall mean the authorisation of a natural person or a legal entity to verify, using the manner defined in a relevant assessment standard, the attainment of professional qualifications of a natural person specified in a relevant qualification standard for partial qualifications for which the authorisation in question has been granted;

i)
an authorised person shall mean a natural person or a legal entity who has been authorised hereunder;


j)
an authorised representative shall mean a natural person who is a member, partner, managing body, member of a managing body or an employee of an authorised legal entity or is involved in such a legal entity within a different labour-law or contractual relation, and who is entitled by the authorised person concerned to verify, on its behalf, whether the professional qualifications have been attained;

k)
an authorising body shall mean a central administration body competent to make decisions on granting, extending or withdrawing authorisation on the basis of the fact that a relevant partial qualifications is necessary for performing a profession or a work activity which falls under or is nearest to the competence of such body included in the Annex hereto; in the event of any dispute the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports (hereinafter referred to as the ‘Ministry’) in agreement with the Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs shall determine the competence of an authorising body.

CHAPTER II


QUALIFICATIONS, THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF QUALIFICATIONS, QUALIFICATION AND ASSESSMENT STANDARD

Section 3

Breakdown of Qualifications


For the purposes of this Act, complete and partial qualifications shall be differentiated, whilst partial qualifications are usually part of complete qualifications. One and the same partial qualification may be part of two or more complete qualifications.

Section 4

Complete Qualifications

 
(1)  Attainment of complete qualifications for a certain profession shall be confirmed by

a)
a document or a set of documents (hereinafter referred to as the ‘evidence’) on due completion of a relevant accredited Bachelor’s, Master’s or Doctoral study programme

      specified in the National Register of Qualifications;


b)
evidence of attaining a relevant degree of education or education in a respective field of education specified in the National Register of Qualifications, and attained after completing initial education.

(2)  Attainment of complete qualifications for a certain profession shall be also confirmed by 

a) passing a final examination, a school-leaving examination or a graduation examination (‘absolutorium’) at a conservatory in accordance with a special legal regulation
 at schools inscribed in the Register of Schools and School Facilities, and by evidence of attaining a degree of education in a relevant field of education specified in the National Register of Qualifications which was preceded by attaining relevant partial qualifications confirmed hereunder, or by


b) evidence of attaining a relevant degree of education specified in the National Register of Qualifications issued  after completion of initial education and by attaining a relevant partial qualification or relevant partial qualifications which are confirmed hereunder and specified in the National Register of Qualifications.

(3)  The Ministry shall approve, amend, repeal and publish in the National Register of Qualifications the list of complete qualifications distinguished, acknowledged and recognized in the Czech Republic. Professional competence achieved by attaining a degree of education in a certain field of education under a special legal regulation
 shall be always specified in the National Register of Qualifications as at least one complete qualification.

Section 5

Partial Qualifications


(1) With regard to the needs of the labour market, the Ministry shall approve, amend, repeal and publish in the National Register of Qualifications the list of partial qualifications.


(2)  Partial qualifications shall always be part of a complete qualification in so far as the attainment of a complete qualification has been confirmed by evidence of attaining a degree of education in a relevant field of education under Section 4 (2) (a). A partial qualification does not have to be part of a complete qualification if a complete qualification is attained through a procedure under Section 4 (2) (b) herein. When developing framework educational programmes under a special legal regulation2 the Ministry shall take into account the division of complete qualifications into partial qualifications.

(3)  A partial qualification attained within the system of further education shall be verified under the conditions laid down in Sections 17 through 20 herein.

(4)  Attainment of a partial qualification shall be confirmed within the system of further education by a certificate issued under Section 19 herein.

Section 6

The National Register of Qualifications

(1)  The National Register of Qualifications shall be maintained and published by the National Institute of Technical and Vocational Education, an organisation receiving contributions from the state budget (hereinafter referred to as the ‘Institute’), electronically in a manner enabling remote access. 

(2)  The following data on complete qualifications shall be at all times included in the National Register of Qualifications:

a) the name and number (‘the code’) of a complete qualification; 

b) determination of the profession4 or professions which the relevant complete qualification relates to;

c) in the event of a complete qualification broken down into partial qualifications, the list of all partial qualifications the attainment of which is a precondition for attaining the complete qualification in a manner stipulated in Section 4 (2) shall be also included; and

d) evidence under Section 4 (1) and (2), or a combination of evidence confirming attainment of the relevant complete qualification.

(3) The following data on partial qualifications shall be at all times included in the National Register of Qualifications:

a) the name and number (‘the code’) of a partial qualification; 

b) the qualification standard for the partial qualification concerned including its links to other qualifications;

c) determination of the profession4 or professions which the relevant partial qualification relates to;

d) the assessment standard for the partial qualification concerned and data indicating whether a certain health condition shall be required for taking an examination;

e) in the event of a partial qualification which is part of a complete qualification, the list of all related partial qualifications the attainment of which is a precondition for attaining a complete qualification in a manner stipulated in Section 4 (2) shall be included;

f) the name of a competent authorising body;

g) the list of authorised persons competent to verify hereunder the attainment of professional competence required for attaining a partial qualification, including data stipulated in section 15 (b) through (f); and

h) data indicating whether the relevant examination shall be taken before an authorised person or an examination panel; and in the case of an examination taken before an examination panel, the necessary number of members of such panel for the partial qualification concerned.

Section 7

Qualification Standard for a Partial Qualification

(1)  The Ministry, acting in agreement with the relevant authorising body, shall approve, amend or repeal qualification standards. 

(2)  A draft qualification standard or its amendments shall be prepared by the Institute in cooperation with the National Board for Qualifications (hereinafter referred to as the ‘Board’) and the Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs, and shall be submitted to the Ministry for its approval. In so doing, the Institute shall also cooperate with professional chambers, interest and occupational associations, organisations of employers, professional societies, associations of legal entities carrying out activities of schools included in the Register of Schools and School Facilities, and representatives of higher education institutions.

(3)  The approval, amendment and repeal of qualification standards shall be published in the Official Journal of the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports (hereinafter referred to as the ‘Journal’). 

(4)  The Institute shall publish qualification standards by including them in the National Register of Qualifications.

Section 8

Assessment Standard for a Partial Qualification

(1)  Assessment standards shall be derived from qualification standards.

(2)  Assessment standards shall be approved, amended, or repealed by the Ministry. 

(3)  The Institute, in cooperation with the Board, the Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs and the relevant authorising body, shall prepare the draft assessment standard or its amendment and submit it to the Ministry for its approval. In so doing the Institute shall also cooperate with professional chambers, interest and occupational associations, organisations of employers, professional societies, associations of legal entities carrying out activities of schools included in the Register of Schools and School Facilities, and representatives of higher education institutions.

(4)  The approval, amendment and repeal of assessment standards shall be published in the Journal.

(5)  The Institute shall publish assessment standards by including them in the National Register of Qualifications.

CHAPTER III

RULES FOR GRANTING, EXTENDING THE VALIDITY OF AND WITHDRAWING AUTHORISATION

Section 9

Granting Authorisation

(1)  An authorising body shall decide on granting authorisation on the basis of a written application.

(2)  An applicant is legally entitled to be granted authorisation provided that he/she satisfies all conditions for granting authorisation hereunder.

(3)  Granting authorisation shall be subject to an administrative fee under a special legal regulation
.

Section 10

Conditions for Granting Authorisation to Natural Persons

(1)  Where an applicant for granting authorisation is a natural person, an authorising body shall grant authorisation to the applicant provided that he/she

a) is fully legally competent;

b) has reached the age of twenty three (23) years;

c) is without a criminal record;

d) proves the attainment of professional competence corresponding to the partial qualification concerned;

e) proves not less than five (5) years of experience in the profession for the performance of which a professional competence he/she will verify  is necessary,  in the case he/she ahs authorisation for the relevant partial qualification;

f) submits an affidavit proving that he/she is aware of the current development in the field of the relevant partial qualification and related professions;

g) proves necessary material and technical prerequisites for the organisation of examinations stipulated in Section 18 and specified in the assessment standard of the relevant partial qualification;

h) proves that his/her assets have not, during the recent five (5) years, been subject to bankruptcy or insolvency proceedings, he/she is not being wound up, a proposal for bankruptcy proceedings has not been rejected due to insufficient assets of the applicant, bankruptcy proceedings have not been cancelled as a result of compliance with the resolution to distribute the estate, and bankruptcy proceedings have not been cancelled since the assets of an applicant were not sufficient to cover bankruptcy costs; 

i) has not during the recent five (5) years had tax in arrears, has not been deficient in  payments of  social security contributions, health security contributions, contributions to national employment policy or payments of related fines;

j) has applied for granting authorisation for a partial qualification for which both qualification and assessment standards had been approved.

(2)  For the purposes of this Act a person without a criminal record shall be a person who has not been sentenced, by final and conclusive judgement,

a) for a wilful criminal offence, or

b) for a negligent criminal offence the grounds of which relate  to the performance of the activities of an authorised person hereunder,

unless such sentence was expunged or if he/she is not considered to be convicted.

(3)  Requirements for professional competence of a person possessing authorisation for a certain partial qualification and the manners of proving that such qualification has been satisfied  are specified in the assessment standard for the relevant partial qualification.

(4)  Direct teaching by  teachers at schools included in the Register of Schools and School Facilities and providing education in the field in which complete qualification may be attained according to the National Register of Qualifications shall be considered experience stipulated in sub-section 1 (e).

(5)  The satisfaction of the condition laid down in sub-section 1 (c) shall be proven by an extract from the Criminal Register, the date of which must not be older than three (3) months. If an applicant is not a national of the Czech Republic the satisfaction of such condition shall be proven by a corresponding document issued by a competent authority of the country of origin of the applicant or of the country where he/she has resided continuously for longer than three (3) months during the last three (3) years. Such document must not be older than three (3) months. If it is not possible to deliver relevant documents because of serious reasons these may be replaced by an affidavit. Proving the satisfaction of conditions stipulated in sub-section 1 (h) may be replaced submitting the affidavit of the applicant. If the documents or an affidavit are written in a foreign language, with the exception of the Slovak language, applicants shall submit them along with official translation into the Czech language.

Section 11

Conditions for Granting Authorisation to Legal entities
(1)  Should an applicant for granting authorisation be a legal entity, an authorising body shall grant authorisation to an applicant provided that

a) the subject of the activities of the applicant relates to a relevant partial qualification;


b) the applicant proves necessary material and technical prerequisites for the organisation of examinations stipulated in Section 18 and specified in the assessment standard for the relevant partial qualification;


c) the applicant designates among its members, partners, managing bodies, members of the bodies, employees or other persons in labour-law or other contractual relations to the applicant at least one natural person about whom the applicant shall prove that such person satisfies conditions stipulated in Section 10 (1) (a) through (f) and will carry out the activities of an authorised person on behalf of the applicant as an authorised representative;


d) the assets of the applicant have not been during the recent five (5) years subject to bankruptcy or insolvency proceedings, the applicant is not being wound up, a proposal for bankruptcy proceedings has not been rejected for the reason of insufficient assets of the applicant, or bankruptcy proceedings have not been cancelled as a result of compliance with the resolution to distribute the estate, or bankruptcy proceedings have not been cancelled since the assets of the applicant are not sufficient to cover bankruptcy costs;


e) the applicant has not had during the recent five (5) years tax in arrears, and has not been deficient in  payments of  social security contributions, health security contributions, contributions to national employment policy or payments of related fines;


f) the person who carries out the duties of a statutory body of the applicant or a member of the statutory body of an applicant are without a criminal record (Section 10 (2));


g) the applicant applied for granting authorisation for a partial qualification for which both qualification and assessment standards had been approved.


(2)  Proving satisfaction of the conditions laid down in sub-section 1 (d) and (e) may be replaced by the affidavit of the applicant. Satisfying the condition laid down in sub-section 1 (f) shall be proven, in the case of a natural person, by an extract from the Criminal Register, the date of which must not be older than three (3) months. If a natural person is not a national of the Czech Republic the satisfaction of such condition shall be proven by a corresponding document issued by a competent authority of the country of his/her origin or the country where he/she has resided continuously longer than for three (3) months during the last three (3) years. Such document must not be older than three (3) months. If it is not possible to provide relevant documents because of serious reasons these may be replaced by an affidavit. If the documents or an affidavit are written in a foreign language, with the exception of the Slovak language, applicants shall submit them along with official translation into the Czech language.

(3)  Satisfying the conditions stipulated in sub-section 1 (a) and (d) through (f)  shall not be required in the case of a legal entity carrying out activities of a school and authorised by its inclusion in the Register of Schools and School Facilities to provide education and issue certificates in the field of education in which the complete qualification, the part of which is a partial qualification whose attainment is to be verified by an authorised person, may be attained according to the National Register of Qualifications. The legal entity specified in the first sentence of this provision may prove by an affidavit the fact that a natural person stipulated in sub-section 1 (c) satisfies the conditions laid down in Section 10 (1) (a) through (e).

Section 12

Authorised Representative

(1) One and the same natural person may be designated as an authorised representative for only ever one authorised legal entity.

(2)  An authorised representative may not be simultaneously an authorised natural person for the same partial qualification.

(3)  The execution of activities of an authorised representative are subject to Section 75 of the Labour Code. 

(4)  An authorised representative shall satisfy the conditions stipulated in Section 10 (1) (a) through (f).

Section 13

Common Provisions for Awarding Authorisation

(1)  Authorisation may be granted for a partial qualification for which both qualification and assessment standards have been approved.

(2)  Authorisation shall be granted for five (5) years.

(3)  The validity of authorisation may be, even repeatedly, extended for further five (5) years upon an application filed not later than three (3) months prior to the date of expiration of the authorisation. The provisions hereof shall reasonably apply to proceedings on extension of authorisation.

(4)  Awarded authorisation shall be non-transferable to other natural persons or legal entities and may not be devolved upon legal successors.

Section 14

Duties of Authorised Persons

 (1)  An authorised person shall be obliged to inform in writing the authorising body which granted the authorisation in question of any changes which occurred during the validity of  authorisation and which concern data on satisfying the conditions stipulated in Section 10 (1), if the authorised person is a natural person, or Section 11 (1) and Section 12 (4), if the authorised person is a legal entity, within fifteen (15) days from the date on which the authorised person realised the change concerned. An authorised legal entity shall be also obliged to provide information on changes decisive for applying the provisions of Section 11 (3).

(2)  An authorised person shall be obliged to inform in writing the authorising body which granted the authorisation in question of any changes which occurred during the validity of  authorisation and which concern data on the authorised person included in the National Register of Qualifications, namely in the list of authorised persons under Section 15 (b) and (c)  including data on authorised representatives within fifteen (15) days from the date when the authorised person realised the change concerned.

Section 15

Records on Authorised Persons

Authorised persons shall provide, always as of the first day of the following month, the Institute with the below data, to be published in the National Register of Qualifications, on persons who were granted authorisation or whose data, stipulated under letters (a) through (f), has changed:

a) the name of the authorising body which granted authorisation;


b) if the authorised person is a natural person, the name or names, surname, date of birth, and the place of permanent residence of the authorised person, or if the authorised person is a legal entity, corporate or trade  name, registered seat, legal form and  identification number of the authorised person as well as names, surnames and dates of

     birth of authorised representatives;


c) the contact address of the authorised person or their e-mail address or telephone number;


d) the reference number and the date on which the decision granting or extending

     authorisation was issued;


e) the name of the partial qualification for which authorisation was granted;


f) the period for which authorisation will be in effect.

Section 16

Expiry and Withdrawal of Authorisation

(1) Authorisation shall expire

a)
in case of a natural person 

1.
on the death of the authorised person;


2.
on the declaration of the death of the authorised person;


3.
on expiration of the period for which the relevant authorisation was granted; or


4.
on withdrawing authorisation;

b)
in case of a legal entity

1.
on the abolishing or dissolving of the authorised person;


2.
on the expiration of the period for which the relevant authorisation was granted; or


3.
on withdrawing authorisation.

(2)  An authorising body shall decide on withdrawing authorisation based on the following reasons:

a) the data upon which authorisation was granted was not true;


b) the authorised person ceased to satisfy some of the conditions required for grant authorisation;


c) the authorised person lost its position allowing Section 11 (3) to apply and did not forthwith prove satisfaction of the conditions stipulated in Section 11 (1) (a) and (d) through (f);


d) the authorised person seriously or repeatedly violated legal regulations concerning the performance of its activities;


e) the authorised legal entity does not have for a period of longer than two (2) months any authorised representative, or


f) the authorised person applied for withdrawal of authorisation.

(3)  Serious violation of legal regulations under sub-section 2 (d) shall mean

a) breaching duties to inform the authorising body of any changes under Section 14;


b) breaching duties to inform the authorising body of the place and date of an

      examination taken under Section 17 (5), (8) and (10);


c) breaching duties to assess the attainment of professional competence in compliance with the relevant assessment standard;

d) if the authorised person or its authorised representative fails, without a well-founded reason, at least twice to examine an applicant. 

(4)  If authorisation is withdrawn from an authorised person for the reason stipulated in sub-section 2 (d) such person may not be granted authorisation for a partial qualification concerned in the following five (5) years from the date when the decision of authorisation withdrawal came into legal force.

(5)  Data on the expiry or withdrawal of authorisation shall be submitted by authorising bodies to the Institute to be published in the National Register of Qualifications without any undue delay after the relevant decision on authorisation withdrawal comes into legal force or after they are informed of other reasons pertaining to the expiry of authorisation.

CHAPTER IV

EVALUATION OF ATTAINED PROFESSIONAL COMPETENCE

Section 17

General Conditions for Assessing Attained Professional Competence

(1)  Assessment as to whether a natural person acquired relevant professional competence defined by a qualification standard for a relevant partial qualification shall be carried out by an examination in accordance with an assessment standard for the partial qualification concerned. 


(2)  An applicant for taking an examination (hereinafter referred to as the ‘Applicant’) may be any natural person older than eighteen (18) years who has achieved at least basic education.

(3)  The condition for taking an examination is to apply for such examination using the form published by the Ministry in a manner allowing remote access and to pay a specified amount for the examination (hereinafter referred to as the ‘fee’). An Applicant shall send the application form to any authorised person included in the National Register of Qualifications and authorised for the partial qualification concerned even if the examination is to be taken before the examination panel under Section 18 (1).

(4)  An authorised person or the examination panel of an authorised person or persons (Section 18 (1) and (2)) shall assess the attainment of professional competence. The examination may be taken only if both qualification and assessment standards were approved for the partial qualification concerned and if authorisation was granted for the partial qualification concerned at least to one person in the event that the examination is to be taken before an authorised person, or two or three persons in the event that the examination is to be taken before the examination panel.

(5)  An authorised person who receives an examination application form shall send to the Applicant within twenty one (21) days from the day of delivery of the application an invitation to take the examination. The copy of the invitation shall be, at the same time, sent to the authorising body for its information only.

(6)  Unless an Applicant requests an earlier date the examination may not be taken earlier than after twenty (21) days from the date on which the invitation for the examination was sent to the Applicant. If the proposed date does not suit the Applicant the relevant authorised person shall determine, in agreement with the Applicant, another date, however not later than six (6) weeks from the delivery of the invitation.

(7)  An authorised person is entitled to payment for organising such examination. In the event the examination is taken before the examination panel the Applicant shall pay the fee to the Chair of the examination panel (Section 18 (3)). The Applicant shall pay the fee to the authorised person not later than seven (7) days prior to the date on which the examination is to be taken or commenced unless the Applicant agrees with the authorised person on a later date. The fee shall be the income of the authorised person; in the event that the examination is taken before the examination panel the fee shall be distributed equally among authorised persons who are members of the examination panel or who are represented in the examination panel by their authorised representative or their authorised representatives. If the examination panel consists of only authorised representatives of one authorised legal entity the fee shall constitute the income of such legal entity. The fee shall not be the subject of general regulations on fees and charges
.

(8)  If an Applicant cannot take an examination on the determined date for health or other serious reasons he/she may, not later than two (2) days prior to the determined date of the examination, request the authorised person or the Chair of the examination panel in writing, stating the reasons, to specify another date. The authorised person or the Chair of the examination panel may, on the basis of reasons deserving special consideration, waive the lapsed time. If the authorised person or the Chair of the examination panel accepts the request and determines an alternative date for the examination it shall inform both the Applicant and the authorising body of such date. If the proposed date does not suit the Applicant the authorised person shall specify an alternative date in agreement with the Applicant not later than six (6) weeks from the delivery of the invitation.

(9)  If an Applicant does not take the examination on the date specified under sub-section 6 or 8 he/she shall be assessed as failing the examination. He/she shall not be refunded the fee paid.

(10)  If the examination is not taken on the date specified under sub-section 6 or 8 due to the absence of the relevant authorised person or any member of the examination panel, an alternative date for the examination shall be specified in agreement with the Applicant without prejudice to general regulations on damage compensation. The authorised person or the Chair of the examination panel shall inform the relevant authorising body of the alternative date of the examination.

Section 18

Examination Performance

(1) An examination shall be taken before the authorised person who was granted authorisation for the partial qualification concerned or, if it is specified in the assessment standard for the relevant partial qualification, in the presence of the examination panel comprising two (2) or three (3) members (hereinafter referred to as the ‘Examiner’). 

(2)  An Examiner shall be either an authorised representative of an authorised legal entity possessing authorisation for the partial qualification concerned, entitled on behalf of such legal entity to verify the attainment of the partial qualification in question, or an authorised natural person possessing authorisation for the partial qualification concerned, or the examination panel consisting of members who are authorised natural persons possessing authorisation for the partial qualification in question, or the authorised representative of the authorised legal entity possessing authorisation for the partial qualification in question entitled on behalf of such legal entity to verify the attainment of the partial qualification concerned. Authorised representatives of the same authorised legal entity may be members of the same examination panel.

(3)  Should the examination be held before the examination panel which received the examination application of an Applicant, the Chair of the examination panel, who is an authorised natural person or an authorised representative of an authorised legal entity possessing authorisation for the partial qualification concerned, shall designate, from among authorised natural persons possessing authorisation for the partial qualification concerned or among authorised representatives of legal entities possessing authorisation for the partial qualification concerned, other members of the examination panel and shall ensure their cooperation during the examination.

(4)  Prior to the commencement of an examination an Applicant shall be obliged to prove his/her identity by his/her identity card
, and as regards partial qualifications as laid down in the National Register of Qualifications to submit also evidence on his/her health condition for carrying out  relevant work activities. If the Applicant does not submit his/her identity card or evidence he/she shall not be permitted to take the examination.

(5)  An examination is public. The practical part of an examination and practical examination shall not be public where this is necessary for hygienic reasons or for occupational and health safety. 

(6)  An Examiner shall be obliged to ensure with due care that the examination is held in compliance with the relevant assessment standard, and that the evaluation is objective and corresponds to the demands laid down in the relevant assessment standard.

(7)  Should an examination be taken before an examination panel the Chair of the examination panel shall be responsible for the examination itself and for meeting all duties stipulated in sub-sections 11 and 12. All members of the examination panel shall be present during the examination. In the event that the organisation or duration of an examination or some of its parts exclude the permanent presence of all members of the examination panel during the examination the Chair shall assign a member of the examination panel who shall be responsible for the course of the given part of the examination. The examination panel shall decide on the result of the examination by resolution upon a majority vote of its members. In the event of equal voting, the vote of the Chair shall decide.

(8)  The form of an examination or its parts shall be given by demands concerning the scope of work activities relating to the verification of professional competence and shall be specified in the relevant assessment standard.

(9)  The time for preparing the examination or its individual parts and the time specified for taking the examination itself or its individual parts shall be defined in the relevant assessment standard.

(10)  An Applicant shall successfully pass an examination if he/she satisfies the requirements specified in the relevant assessment standard.

(11)  The authorised person shall inform the Applicant of the result of the examination, in writing, delivered or sent to the Applicant within five (5) days of the date of the examination or its last part. If the Applicant passed the examination successfully the authorised person shall, within the aforementioned time limit, deliver or send a certificate under Section 19 herein.

(12)  An authorised person shall write the minutes on the course and results of the examination and send these along with a duplicate of the certificate to the relevant authorising body, which granted authorisation to the authorised person, within one (1) month of the date of the examination or its last part unless the authorising body requires this in a shorter period of time since it wishes to review the course and results of the examination under Section 20 herein.

Section 19

Issuance of a Certificate

(1)  The evidence confirming that an examination was passed successfully and that the relevant partial qualification was attained shall be a certificate. Such certificate, which is a public document, shall be issued by the authorised person – Examiner, and in the case of an examination taken before an examination panel it shall be issued by the Chair of the examination panel.

(2)  A certificate shall contain the following data:

a) the name, or names, and surname and, if applicable, academic title and scientific degree of the Applicant;


b) the birth identification number of the Applicant, if this was assigned; otherwise the date of birth;


c) the place of birth of the Applicant;


d) the date of the examination and the date of issue of the certificate;


e) the name of the partial qualification the attainment of which is being confirmed on the basis of acquiring professional competence.

(3)  A certificate shall also include a list of attained professional competences. Furthermore, it shall contain data on the Examiner or members of the examination panel provided that the examination was held before the examination panel, in particular the name or names, surname and the number of authorisation of the authorised natural person, or the name or names and surname of the authorised representative and the number of authorisation and corporate or trade name and the seat of the relevant authorised legal entity. The certificate shall be signed by the Examiner or by the Chair of the examination panel and shall bear the official stamp with the small coat of arms of the Czech Republic
, as well as the name, surname and the number of authorisation of the authorised person in the case of a natural person, and the corporate or trade name and the seat of the authorised person in the case of a legal entity.

(4)  The certificate and records on the course and the examination results and their duplicates shall be archived. When archiving duplicates of records and certificates authorising bodies, authorised legal entities and also reasonably authorised natural persons shall follow the provisions of the special legal regulation on archiving
 relating to schools inscribed in the Register of Schools and School Facilities.

(5)  The provisions of the special legal regulations on the issuance of true copies and duplicates of school reports by schools inscribed in the Register of Schools and School Facilities
 shall apply accordingly. If a person who issued the original of a certificate has already lost its authorisation for the relevant partial qualification or if the Chair of the examination panel, provided that the examination was taken before the examination panel, or the legal entity represented in the examination panel by the Chair concerned have lost their authorisation, the original shall be issued by the authorising body on the basis of documents stipulated in Section 18 (12). If the documents are archived, special legal regulations shall apply11.

Section 20

Review of the Course and Results of an Examination

(1)  Every person who has taken an examination may, within fifteen (15) days of the date he/she received the information on the result of the examination, demand, in writing, that the competent authorising body reviews the course and the examination results.  


(2)  The competent authorising body, according to documents of the Examiner and other persons present during the examination, shall decide on the request for review within sixty (60) days of the date of its delivery. The authorising body shall either confirm the result of the examination or, if the examination was evaluated contrary to the procedure stipulated in Section 18 or if other serious deficiencies occurred which could affect the due course of the examination or its evaluation, the authorising body shall order that the examination be repeated. The decision of the authorising body shall be delivered both to the applying person and the authorised person or the Chair of the examination panel.

(3)  An examination shall be repeated not later than thirty (30) days from the date of delivery of the decision on the request to review the examination to the applying person in the presence of the same authorised person or the examination panel in presence of which the previous examination was taken. A representative of the authorising body concerned shall be present during the repeated examination. If the authorising body finds serious deficiencies in the course or evaluation of the repeated examination it shall follow Section 16 (2) (d).

(4)  The costs of the repeated examination shall be covered by the authorising body which ordered the repeated examination. No fee shall be paid. 

(5)  Everyone is entitled to inspect the documents concerning him/her which are relevant to the decision on the course and results of the examination.

CHAPTER V

RECOGNITION OF FURTHER EDUCATION RESULTS IN THE SYSTEM OF INITIAL EDUCATION

Section 21

The head teacher of the school shall recognise partial qualifications acquired in the system of further education under Section 5 for the purpose of attaining a degree of education in the system of initial education upon the conditions specified in a special legal regulation2.

CHAPTER VI

BODIES COMPETENT FOR VERIFICATION AND RECOGNITION OF FURTHER EDUCATION RESULTS

Section 22

Authorising Bodies


Authorising bodies shall carry out in relation to verification and recognition of further education results the following activities:

a) they shall participate in preparing qualification standards and assessment standards and their amendments (Sections 7 and 8);


b) they shall decide on granting, extending validity and withdrawing authorisation (Sections 9 through 13 and Section 16);


c) they shall maintain records on persons who were granted authorisation (Section 9), containing the data laid down in section 15;


d) they shall provide the Institute with data on persons who were granted authorisation in the lists of authorised persons included in the National Register of Qualifications

      (Section 15);


e) they shall be entitled to inspect the activities of authorised persons who were granted authorisation including adherence to the procedure relating to examinations and the issuance of certificates, in particular by means of the presence of their representatives during examinations under Sections 18 and 20;



f) they shall send to the social security authorities a copy of the decision on granting, extending validity and withdrawing authorisation of a natural person within thirty (30)

     days of the date on which such decision entered into force;


g) they shall maintain records of results of examinations taken before authorised persons who were granted authorisation, including records of issued certificates (Sections 18 through 20).

Section 23

Ministry

The Ministry shall carry out in relation to verification and recognition of further education results the following activities:

a) it shall coordinate the activities of central administration bodies carried out hereunder;


b) it shall approve, amend, repeal and publish the list of complete and partial qualifications broken down according to the competences of authorising bodies;


c) it shall approve, amend and repeal qualification standards and assessment standards  (Sections 7 and 8);


d) it shall support the activities of the Board materially and financially;


e) it shall earmark and through Regional Authorities allocate to legal entities carrying out activities of schools included in the Register of Schools and School Facilities which are not established by the state or a registered church or religious society authorised to establish church schools
 funds from the state budget to be used for covering  necessary eligible costs relating to the organisation of final examinations, school-leaving examinations and graduation examinations (‘absolutorium’) at conservatories for persons who under this Act have acquired partial qualifications which all together confirmed the attainment of all professional competences laid down in accordance with the National Register of Qualifications for the due performance of all work activities carried out within a certain profession and who take, under a special legal regulation
, the aforementioned examinations at a secondary school or conservatory without being

     a student of the school in question;


f) it shall earmark and allocate to legal entities carrying out activities of schools and included in the Register of Schools and School Facilities which are established by the state or a registered church or religious society authorised to establish church schools13 funds from the state budget to be used for covering necessary eligible costs relating to the organisation of final examinations, school-leaving examinations and graduation examinations (‘absolutorium’) at conservatories by persons who under this Act acquired partial qualifications which all together confirmed the attainment of all professional competences laid down in accordance with the National Register of Qualifications for the due performance of all working activities carried out within a certain profession and take, under the special legal regulation14, the aforementioned examinations at a secondary school or conservatory without being a student of the school in question.

Section 24

Board

(1)  The Board shall be an advisory body of the Ministry in the field of qualifications.


(2)  The Board shall consist of eighteen (18) members. The Minister of Education, Youth and Sports shall appoint and remove the Chair, vice-Chair and other members of the Board.


(3)  The Minister of Education, Youth and Sports shall appoint the members of the Board, taking into account their professional competences, 

a)
from among persons proposed by

1.
central administration bodies and other organisational units of the Czech Republic;


2.
professional chambers, interest and occupational associations, organisations of employers, trade union organisations, professional societies, associations of legal entities carrying out activities of schools included in the Register of Schools and

     School Facilities, and higher education institutions; and


b)
from among experts in the fields of education, qualifications, labour-law relations or funding further education.

(4)  Members of the Board shall be appointed for a period of three (3) years. When appointing members of the Board for the first time the Minister of Education, Youth and Sports shall determine one third of the members whose office will terminate after one (1) year and one third of the members whose office will terminate after two (2) years. Members of the Board may be appointed repeatedly.

(5)  The Board shall meet its tasks hereunder, in particular it shall

a) discuss matters concerning the preparation of the National Register of Qualifications and its application in practice; and


b) assess further issues concerning qualifications or further education which are submitted by the Ministry, and shall deliver its opinions.


(6)  The Board may establish working groups for professional preparation of its meetings.


(7)  The manner of the Board’s and its working groups’ meetings and the composition of working  groups  shall  be  regulated  by  the  Rules  of  Order  which shall be approved by the

Minister of Education, Youth and Sports.


(8)  The Ministry shall cover the activities carried out by the Board materially and financially. 

(9)  The activities of members of the Board and their working groups are acts in the general interest
. Such persons shall be entitled to days off without salary or wage refund and to reimbursement of travel and board expenses in the amount and scope specified by a special legal regulation
 for employees in labour relation. They may also receive bonuses in the amount specified by the Ministry and they shall be entitled to reimbursement of other eligible costs, determined by the Ministry, relating to the performance of the office of a member of the Board or its working group.

CHAPTER VII

COMMON PROVISIONS

Section 25

(1)  The procedure regulated by Sections 4 through 8, 17 through 19 and Section 23, shall not be procedure the purpose of which is to take a decision constituting, amending or repealing, in certain matters, rights or duties  directly determined for a certain person, or which declares, in a certain matter, that such person shall have or shall not have such rights or duties
.

(2)  The Rules of Administrative Procedure shall not apply to decision-making under Section 20.

(3)  If the last day of the time limit stipulated in Section 14, Section 17 (5) through (8), Section 18 (11) and (12) and Section 20 (1) through (3) is a Saturday, Sunday or a national holiday, the last day of the time limit shall be the next working day.

(4)  The relevant provisions of the Rules of Administrative Procedure
 shall apply to the delivery of documents under Sections 17 through 20 accordingly.

(5)  The Ministry shall lay down in the implementing legal regulation details for the authorisation of natural and legal entities, the data to be included  in an invitation for an examination, the form of an examination, the amount of the fee for an examination, the procedure for legal entities carrying out activities of schools when reporting eligible costs provided for in Section 23 (e) and (f), details and the lay-out of certificates, the detailed procedure for archiving duplicates of issued certificates and records on the course and results of an examination, and in cooperation with the Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs the Ministry shall specify details for the content, structure and manner of maintaining the National Register of Qualifications including conditions and terms for the inclusion of data concerning individual qualifications in the National Register of Qualifications.

PA R T   T W O


Amendment to the Act on Establishing Ministries and Other Central State Administration Authorities of the Czech Republic
Section 26

At the end of the text of Section 7 (2) of Act No. 2/1969 Coll. on Establishing Ministries and Other Central State Administration Authorities, as mended by Act No. 60/1988 Coll., Act No. 575/1990 Coll., Act No. 21/1993 Coll., Act No. 272/1996 Coll., Act No. 18/2004 Coll., and Act No. 362/2004 Coll., the following words shall be added “and in the field of acquiring qualification in the system of further education under a special legal regulation1a”.

Footnote No. 1 shall read as follows:

_____________

1a 
Act No. 179/2006 Coll. on Verification and Recognition of Further Education Results and on the Amendment of Some Other Acts (the Act on the Recognition of Further Education Results)
P A R T   T H R E E

Amendment to the Education Act
Section 27

The Act on Pre-school, Basic, Secondary, Tertiary Professional and Other Education (the Education Act), as amended by Act No. 383/2005 Coll., shall be amended as follows:

1. The heading of Part Nine shall read “FURTHER EDUCATION AT SCHOOLS”: 

2. Paragraph 8 in Section 8 shall be repealed.

3. New Section 8a shall be inserted after Section 8 which shall read, including its heading, as follows:

Section 8a

The Name of a Legal Entity or Organisational Unit of the State

(1)  The name of a legal entity or organisational unit of the state carrying out activities under sub-section 8 (7) must always include the following:

a)   a denotation of the kind or type of school if it carries out activties of a school;


b) a denotation of the type of school facility to perform institutional education, protective education or preventive educational care if it carries out the activities of 

      this kind of school facility; 


c) a denotation of the kind or type of school facility which is not specified under letter b) if  it carries out the activities of only this type of school facility;


(2)  The name of a legal entity or organisational unit of the state carrying out activities under sub-section 1 (a) and (b) may further include denotations of all kinds or types of school facilities if such legal entity or organisational unit of the state carries out the activities of such

school facilities.


(3)  The name may also contain a clarifying description or an honourable title, provided that such honourable title has been granted by the Ministry.

4. 
The wording “of the relevant grade” shall be repealed in Section 14 (2).

5.  
The wording “with the consent of the Regional Authority” shall be repealed in Section 16 (8) and (9).

6.
Section 16 (10) shall be amended as follows:

“(10)  To open an individual class, department or study group with adjusted  educational programmes in a school under sub-section 8, and to establish the post of  teacher’s assistant under sub-section 9, the consent of the Ministry is required in the case of schools established by the Ministry or registered churches or religious societies, and the consent of the relevant Regional Authority in the case of schools established by other entities.”

7.
The wording “with regard to the field of education ‘Gymnazium Focusing on Sports’, a maximum of 46 school lessons per week” shall be added at the end of the text of Section 26 (2). 
8.
The wording “children, pupils and students” shall be replaced by the wording “children, pupils, students and applicants” in Section 28 (1) (c).

9.
The sentence “School reports, apprenticeship certificates, and diplomas on completion of education shall contain the birth identification number of a pupil or student if such number has been assigned to him/her” shall be inserted after the first sentence of Section 28 (7).

10.
The wording of the first sentence of Section 60 (8) “so that the enrolment proceedings must be closed not later than by the end of August“ shall be repealed.

11.
The first sentence of section 61 (4) shall be repealed.

12. Paragraph 6 pf Section 79 shall read as follows:

“(6)  Prior to the commencement of the school-leaving examination pupils shall not attend school lessons for a period of five (5) teaching days in order to prepare for taking the school-leaving examination before its date specified by the head teacher of the relevant school.”

13.
The wording “The Centre for Gathering Educational Results” shall be replaced in Section 80 (10) by the word “Ministry”.

14.
The sentence “A pupil who has already acquired secondary education completed by a school-leaving examination by passing such an examination under previous legal regulation shall not take the common part of the school-leaving examination” shall be inserted after the first sentence of Section 81 (6).

15.
The sentence “An application shall always contain the birth identification number of the applicant if such number has been assigned to him/her” shall be added at the end of Section 94 (1).

16.
New Section 113a through 113c shall be inserted after Section 113 and shall read, including footnotes 26a and 26b as follows:

“Section 113a

Recognition of Further Education for Enrolment in a Higher Grade of Education

A certificate on acquiring partial qualification issued under a special legal regulation 26a) shall be, for the purposes of Section 63, considered a certificate on previous education.

Section 113b

Recognition of Partial Education in the Course of Education


A certificate on acquiring partial qualification issued under a special legal regulation 26a) shall be, for the purposes of Section 70, considered a certificate on partial education of a pupil.

Section 113c

Taking a Final Examination, School-Leaving Examination or Examination on Completing Education at a Conservatory

(1)  A person having at least basic education who, under a special legal regulation26a),  has acquired partial qualifications confirming all professional qualifications laid down in the National Qualification System for Due Performance of all Working Activities Carried Out Within a Certain Profession may, even without previous education at a secondary school or conservatory and without previous successful passing of examinations in all subjects or other comprehensive parts of a core curriculum laid down by a framework or school educational programme in a relevant field of education for all grades of education, acquire a level of education by successfully passing a final examination, school-leaving examination or examination on completing education at a conservatory in a relevant field of education. The head teacher of a school in the respective field of education shall, upon the application of such person stated in the first sentence, enable that person to take a final examination, school-leaving examination or examination on completing a conservatory on the date specified by the head teacher.


(2)  The person specified in sub-section 1 may take a final examination, school-leaving examination or examination on completing education at a conservatory even though he/she is not a pupil of the relevant school. In such a case the person shall take the examination under similar conditions as if he/she were a pupil of the school. Unless the school has been established by the state, a region, a union of municipalities or a municipality, the head teacher of the school may make the option of taking a final examination, school-leaving examination or examination on completing education at a conservatory conditional upon payment of a fee of an amount specified by the head teacher; such fee shall be the income of the legal entity

carrying out the activities of the school in question.


(3)  Sub-sections 1 and 2 shall not apply to the fields of education within which qualifications for performing medical professions under a special legal regulation26b) are acquired.“

_______________

26a)
Act No. 179/2006 Coll. on Verification and Recognition of Further Education Results and on the Amendment of Some Other Acts (the Act on the Recognition of Further Education Results)
26b)
Act No. 96/2004 Coll., on Conditions for Attaining and Recognizing Qualifications  to Perform Professions Other than Medical Professions and to Perform Activities Relating to Health Care Provision and on the Amendment to Some Other Acts (the Act on Professions Other than Medical Professions), as amended by Act. 125/2005 Coll.
17.
The wording “the state budget further provides finance to cover eligible costs relating to final examinations, school-leaving examinations and examinations on completing conservatories under Section 113c” shall be inserted in the first sentence of Section 163 (1) after the word “founders”.

18.
The wording “under Section 171 (1) and (2)” in the introductory part of the second sentence of Section 163(1) shall be replaced by the wording “under Section 171 (1) and (2) and for covering eligible costs relating to final examinations, school-leaving examinations and examinations on completing conservatories under Section 113c”.

19.
Section 174 (9) shall read as follows:

“(9)  An auditor may be a person who has completed higher education, who has at least five (5) years of professional experience, and who satisfies other prerequisites laid down in special legal regulations45), or a person who has completed secondary education accomplished by a school-leaving examination, who has at least twenty (20) years of professional experience and who satisfies other prerequisites laid down in special legal regulations45).”

20.
The following paragraph 7 shall be added to Section 183:

“(7) The Ministry, or an organisation established by the Ministry, shall, when gathering and processing data retrieved from the documentation of schools, school facilities and school registers and when collecting statistical data49),  be entitled to use the birth identification numbers of applicants, children, pupils, and students. A legal entity carrying out the activities of a school or school facility shall be, for the purposes specified in the first sentence, obliged to provide the birth identification numbers of applicants, children, pupils, and students“. 

21.
The second sentence of Section 185 (1) shall read as follows: “The validity of teaching and study documents from the first grade up issued in accordance with current legal regulations shall terminate on such a date; until then, enrolment into education, the process of education and the completion of education shall be governed in accordance with such study documents”.

22.
The figure “3” shall be replaced by figure “7” in Section 185 (2) and a second sentence shall be added after the first sentence which shall read as follows: “Tertiary professional schools may provide education in accordance with study documents approved under current legal regulations until the end of the school year 2011/2012 at the latest”.

23.
In Section 185 paragraph 24 shall be added which shall read as follows:

“The head teacher of a school shall pursue a course of action under Section 60 (4), the second part of letter a), starting with the words “and further according to the final evaluation” from the school year 2007/2008.”

P A R T   F O U R

Amendment to the Act on Pedagogical Staff and on the Amendment to Some Other Acts
Section 28

Act No. 563/2004 Coll. on Pedagogical Staff and on the Amendment to Some Other Acts (the Act on Pedagogical staff), as amended by Act No. 383/2005 Coll., shall be amended as follows:

1.
Section 32 shall read as follows:

“Section 32

A natural person who does not satisfy the prerequisite under Section 3 (1) (b) may perform a direct educational function after the date of the entering of this Act into effect


a)
if they, as of the date of the entering of this Act into effect, have reached the age of fifty (50) years and by long performance of direct pedagogical activities in the relevant kind or type of school for a period of at least fifteen (15) years proved their capability  to

     carry out the required activities;


b) not longer than for a period of five (5) years, unless they commence studies through which they will attain the required qualifications and if they complete such studies successfully;


c) if higher education institutions providing education in vocational subjects taught at secondary and post-secondary vocational schools do not enable access to higher education in an accredited educational programme for the relevant study field; in such a case acquisition of the highest possible education in the relevant field shall be satisfactory.”


2.
New Section 32a shall be inserted after Section 32 and it shall read as follows:

“Section 32a

A head teacher of a school may be a natural person who does not satisfy the prerequisite under Section 3 (1) (b) if he/she has acquired education by studying on an accredited master’s study programme and shall not later than within two (2) years from the date he/she began to perform the office of the head teacher of the school commence studies ensuring the required prerequisite and shall complete such studies successfully.”

P A R T   F I V E

Amendment to the Act on Trade Licensing
Section 29

In Section 3 of Act No. 455/1991 Coll. on Trade Licensing (the Act on Trade Licensing), as amended by Act No. 600/1992 Coll., Act No.273/1993 Coll., Act No. 303/1993 Coll., Act No. 38/1994 Coll., Act No. 42/1994 Coll., Act No.  200/1994 Coll., Act No. 237/1995 Coll., Act No. 286/1995 Coll., Act No. 147/1996 Coll., Act No. 19/1997 Coll., Act No.  49/1997 Coll., Act No. 79/1997 Coll., Act No. 217/1997 Coll., Act No. 15/1998 Coll., Act No. 157/1998 Coll., Act No. 167/1998 Coll., Act No. 356/199 Coll., Act No. 360/1999 Coll., Act No. 363/1999 Coll., Act No. 121/2000 Coll., Act No. 122/2000 Coll., Act No. 123/2000 Coll., Act No. 124/2000 Coll., Act No. 149/2000 Coll., Act No. 151/2000 Coll., Act No. 158/2000 Coll., Act No. 247/2000 Coll., Act No. 258/2000 Coll., Act No. 362/2000 Coll., Act No. 409/2000 Coll., Act No. 458/2000 Coll., Act No. 100/2001 Coll., Act No. 120/2001 Coll., Act No. 256/2001 Coll., Act No. 274/2001 Coll., Act No. 477/2001 Coll., Act No. 281/2002 Coll., Act No. 162/2003 Coll., Act No. 224/2003 Coll., Act No. 167/2004 Coll., Act No. 257/2004, and Act No. 499/2004 Coll., the full stop at the end of paragraph 3 shall be replaced by a comma and the letter ag) shall be added which, including footnote 23p, shall read as follows:

“ag)
activities of authorised persons entitled to verify the attainment of professional competence required for a partial qualification under a special legal regulation 23p).

_________________

23p)  Act No. 179/2006 Coll. on Verification and Recognition of Further Education Results and on the Amendment of Some Other Acts (the Act on the Recognition of Further Education Results) 

P A R T    S I X

Amendment to the Act on Administrative Fees and Charges
Section 30

In part I, item 22 of the Annex to Act No. 634/2004 Coll. on Administrative Fees and Charges, as amended by Act No. 217/2005 Coll., Act No. 228/2005 Coll., Act No. 361/2005 Coll., Act No. 444/2005 Coll., Act No. 545/2005 Coll., and Act No. 553/2005, letters (j) and (k) shall be added which, including footnote 26a, shall read as follows:

“j)
Award of authorisation26a (authorisation to verify the attainment of professional competence required to attain a partial qualification or partial qualifications) shall be charged for by the amount of CZK 1,500 for each qualification; however, the maximum amount shall not exceed CZK 10,000;


k)
The extension of authorisation validity26a stipulated in letter (j) above shall be charged for by the amount of CZK 500.

________________

26a)  Act No. 179/2006 Coll. on Verification and Recognition of Further Education Results and on the Amendment of Some Other Acts (the Act on the Recognition of Further Education Results)


P A R T   S E V E N

Amendment to the Act on Income Tax
Section 31

Act No. 586/1992 Coll. on Income Tax, as amended by Act No. 35/1993 Coll., Act No. 96/1993 Coll., Act No. 96/1993 Coll., Act No. 157/1993 Coll., Act No. 196/1993 Coll., Act No. 323/1993 Coll., Act No. 42/1994 Coll., Act No. 85/1994 Coll., Act No. 114/1994 Coll., Act No. 259/1994 Coll., Act No. 32/1995 Coll., Act No. 87/1995 Coll., Act No. 118/1995 Coll., Act No. 149/1995 Coll., Act No. 248/1995 Coll., Act No. 316/1996 Coll., Act No. 18/1997 Coll., Act No. 151/1997 Coll., Act No. 209/1997 Coll., Act No. 210/1997 Coll., Act No. 227/1997 Coll., Act No. 111/1998 Coll., Act No. 149/1998 Coll., Act No. 168/1998 Coll., Act No. 333/1998 Coll., Act No. 63/1998 Coll., Act No. 129/1999 Coll., Act No. 144/1999 Coll., Act No. 170/1999 Coll., Act No. 225/199, Ruling of the Constitutional Court published under No. 3/2000 Coll., Act No. 17/2000 Coll., Act No. 27/2000 Coll., Act No. 72/2000 Coll., Act No. 100/2000 Coll., Act No. 103/2000 Coll., Act No. 121/2000 Coll., Act No. 132/2000 Coll., Act No. 241/2000 Coll., Act No. 340/2000 Coll., Act No. 492/2000 Coll., Act No. 117/2001 Coll., Act No. 120/2001 Coll., Act No. 239/2001 Coll., Act No. 453/2001 Coll., Act No. 483/2001 Coll., Act No. 50/2002 Coll., Act No. 128/2002 Coll., Act No. 198/2002210/2002 Coll., Act No. 260/2002 Coll., Act No. 308/2002 Coll., Act No. 575/2002 Coll., Act No. 162/2003 Coll., Act No. 438/2003 Coll., Act No. 19/2004 Coll., Act No. 47/2004 Coll., Act No. 49/2004 Coll., Act No. 257/2004 Coll., Act No. 280/2004 Coll., Act No. 359/2004 Coll., Act No. 360/2004 Coll., Act No. 436/2004 Coll., Act No. 562/2004 Coll., Act No. 628/2004 Coll., Act No. 669/2004 Coll., Act No. 676/2004 Coll., Act No. 179/2005 Coll., Act No. 217/2005 Coll., Act No. 342/2005 Coll., Act No. 357/2005 Coll., Act No. 545/2005 Coll., and Act No. 552/2005, shall be amended as follows:

1.
Paragraph 8, including footnote 82a, shall be added in Section 15 and shall read as follows:

“(8)  Fees for examinations verifying further education results pursuant to the Act on Verification and Recognition of Further Education Results 82a may be deducted from the tax base in the relevant taxation period unless these were paid by an employer and were not charged as an expense under Section 24 by a tax payer with income under Section 7, however the maximum amount to be deducted shall not exceed CZK 10,000. A tax payer who is considered to be a disabled person may deduct within the relevant taxation period a fee of up to CZK 13,000 and a tax payer who is considered to be a disabled person with more serious disability may deduct a fee of up to CZK 15,000.

82a)  Act No. 179/2006 Coll. on Verification and Recognition of Further Education Results and on the Amendment of Some Other Acts (the Act on the Recognition of Further Education Results)

2.
In Section 24 the full stop at the end of paragraph 2 shall be replaced by a comma and the letter zv) shall be added and shall read as follows:

“zv)
expenses (costs) paid by a tax payer with income under Section 7 for paying fees for an examination verifying further education results pursuant to the Act on Verification and Recognition of Further Education Results82a which relate to a business undertaking or the self-employed activities of the tax payer however the maximum amount of such fees shall not exceed CZK 10,000. A tax payer who is considered to be a disabled person may deduct within the relevant taxation period expenses of up to CZK 13,000 and a tax payer who is considered to be a disabled person with a more serious disability may deduct expenses of up to CZK 15,000.”

3.
In Section 38k (5) new letter j) shall be inserted after letter i) and shall read as follows:

“j)
in what amount the tax payer paid fees for examinations verifying further education results under Section 15”.

The current letter j) shall be marked as letter k).

4.
In Section 381 the full stop at the end of paragraph 1 shall be replaced by a comma and a letter l) shall be added and shall read as follows:

“l)
by confirming the amount of the fee paid for an examination verifying further education results pursuant to the Act on Verification and Recognition of Further Education Results82a if he/she shall require deduction of the tax base under Section 15.”

P A R T   E I G H T

Amendment to the Act on Providing Subsidies to Private Schools, Pre-school and School Facilities
Section 32

Section 1 (3) of Act No. 306/1999 Coll. on Providing Subsidies to Private School, Pre-school and School Facilities as amended by Act 562/2004 Coll., shall reads as follows:

“(3)  Subsidies to a legal entity which carries out activities of a basic artistic school shall be provided for ensuring education determined for pupils prior to their commencement of compulsory school attendance, pupils fulfilling compulsory school attendance, pupils attending daily secondary schools or conservatories, and students daily attending  tertiary professional schools.”

P A R T   N I N E

ENTRY INTO EFFECT

Section 33

This Act shall come into effect on 1 August 2007 with the exception of the provisions of Part One, Chapter I and II, Section 22 (a), Sections 23 and 24, Section 25 (1), Part Two, Part Three, points 2 through 15 and 19 through 23, Part Four and Part Eight, which shall come into effect on the date of its publication.

Authorised signatures

Zaorálek

Klaus

Paroubek

Annex to Act No. 179/2006 Coll.

Competencies of Central Administration Authorities for Professional Authorisation

	Central Administration Authority


	Competencies for Professional Authorisation in the Relevant Field

	Ministry of Transport
	Transport and its operations



	Ministry of Finance
	Financial management, prices, financial controls and audits, accounting, tax advisory services, management of property under public ownership, insurance operations



	Czech National Bank
	Banking



	Ministry of Informatics
	Information and communication technologies, postal services



	Ministry of Culture
	Art, cultural and educational care for cultural goods, churches and religious societies, press and other information media, Copyright Act, production and trade in the field of culture



	Ministry of defence
	Defence of the Czech Republic, civil defence



	Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs
	Labour-law relations, labour safety, employment and re-qualification, pension scheme, social services, care for family and children, care for citizens who need special care



	Ministry for Regional Development
	House and flat maintenance, land planning and construction rules, investment policy, tourism, funeral and related rules

 

	Ministry of Industry and Trade
	Utilisation of mineral resources, energy industry, heating industry, gas industry, mining, dressing and refining of crude oil and natural gas, solid fuels, radioactive raw materials, metal ores and ores other than metal ores, metallurgy, machinery, electrotechnical and electronic industry, chemical industry and processing of crude oil, rubber and plastic industries, glass and ceramics, textile and clothing industry, leather processing and printing industry, paper and cellulose industry, wood-processing industry, industry producing construction materials, construction production, medical  production, salvage and scrap metal, internal trade, international trade, technical standardisation, metrology and state testing, industrial research, technical and technological development, precious metal stamping and testing 



	Ministry of Justice
	Courts and state prosecutors’ offices, prison service, probation and mediation



	Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports
	Activities of schools and school facilities inscribed in the Register of Schools and School Facilities, higher education institutions, science, research and development, public care for children, youth, physical training, sports, hiking and sporting representation of the state



	Ministry of the Interior
	Public order, internal order and security including supervision over road traffic safety, register of inhabitants, archiving and filing services, weapons and ammunition, fire protection, residence of foreign nationals and refugees, crisis management, civil emergency planning, protection of inhabitants and integrated rescue system, administrative proceedings, administrative punishment and sanctions, the Police of the Czech Republic, regional and local authorities of state administration



	Ministry of Foreign Affairs
	Foreign policy and diplomatic services



	Ministry of Health
	Health care, public health protection, medical scientific research activities, searching, protecting and use of natural curing resources, natural spa and curing sources, natural mineral waters, medicines and medical devices for prevention, diagnosis and treatment of people, health insurance and health information system



	Ministry of Agriculture
	Agriculture (with the exception of the protection of agricultural soil), water management (with the exception of the protection of natural water accumulation), protection of water sources and protection of the quality of surface and ground water, food processing industry, forests, forestry and fishery (with the exception of areas of national parks), commodity exchanges organising trades in goods originating from agricultural and forest production including products made by its processing, veterinary administration, control and testing relating to agriculture, pedigree animal breeding, veterinary care, phytosanitary care, food safety, the protection of animals against torture, and protection of rights relating to new plant varieties and breeds of animals

 

	Ministry of the Environment
	Environment, protection of natural accumulation of water, protection of water sources and protection of quality surface and ground water, air protection, protection of nature and countryside, operations of zoological gardens, protection of agricultural soil, execution of public geological service, protection of rock environment including protection of mineral sources and ground water, geological work and ecological supervision over mining, waste management, forestry, fisheries and forest management in national parks, maintenance of single information system on the environment including overall monitoring, hydrometrollogy. 


� For example Act No. 561/2004 Coll., on Pre-school, Basic, Secondary, Tertiary Professional and Other Education  (the Education Act), as amended by Act No. 38/2005 Coll.; Act No. 111/1998 Coll. on Higher Educational Institutions Amending and Supplementing Some Other Acts (the Act on Higher Education Institutions), as amended; Act No. 18/2004 Coll. on the Recognition of Professional Qualifications and Other Competencies of Nationals of European Union Member States and on the Amendment to Some Other Acts (the Act on the Recognition of Professional Qualifications), as amended; Act No. 95/2004 Coll. on Conditions for Attaining and Recognising Professional Qualifications and Special Qualifications to Perform Professions of a Surgeon, Dentist and Pharmacist , as amended by Act No. 125/2005 Coll.; Act No. 96/2004 Coll., on Conditions for Attaining and Recognizing Qualifications  to Perform Professions Other than Medical Professions and to Perform Activities relating to Health Care Provision and on the Amendment to Some Other Acts (the Act on Professions Other than Medical Professions), as amended by Act. 125/2005 Coll.; Act No. 85/1996 Coll. on Advocacy, as mended; Act No. 312/2002 Coll., on Officials of Territorial Self-governing Units and on the Amendment to Some Other Acts as amended by Act No. 46/2004 Coll.; Act No. 360/1992 Coll., on Performing the Profession of Certified Architects and on Performing the Profession of Certified Engineers and Technicians Working in Construction, as amended; Act No. 111/1994 Coll., on Road Traffic as amended; Decree No. 224/1995 Coll. on Qualifications of Persons to Navigate and Service Vessels as amended by Decree No. 295/2005 Coll.; and Act No. 258/2000 Coll., on the Protection of Public Health and on the Amendment to Some Other Acts; as amended.    


� Act No. 561/2004 coll. as amended by Act No. 383/2005 Coll.


� Act No. 111/1998 Coll., as amended


� For example Section 6 (1) (c)  of Act No. 435/2004 Coll., on Employment


� Sections 113a through 113c of Act No. 561/2004 Coll. as amended by Act No. 179/2006 Coll.


� Government Regulation No. 689/2004 Coll., on the List of Educational Branches within Basic, Secondary and Tertiary Professional Education.


� Act No. 634/2004 Coll., on Administrative Fees, as amended


� For example Act No. 634/2004 Coll., as amended


� Section 36 (4) of Act 500/2004 Coll. on the Rules of Administrative Procedure


� Section 2 (t) and Section 6 of Act No. 352/2001 Coll., on Using State Symbols of the Czech Republic and on the Amendment to Some Other Acts.


� Act No. 499/2004 Coll., on Archiving and Filing Services and on the Amendment to Some Acts, as amended.


� Section 28 (8) of Act No. 561/2004 Coll.�    Section 3 of decree No. 223/2005 Coll., on Some Certificates on Education


�  Section 7 (1) (e) of Act No. 3/2000 Coll., on Freedom of Religious Belief and the Position of Churches and Religious Societies and on the Amendment to Some Other Acts (the Act on Churches and Religious Societies)


� Section 113c of Act No. 561(2004, as amended by Act No. 179/2006 Coll.


� Section 124 of the Labour Code, as amended


� Act No. 119/1992 Coll. on Travel Expenses, as amended


� Section 9 of Act No. 500/2004 Coll.�    Section 65 of Act No. 150/2002, the Rules of Administrative Procedure


� Act 500/2004 Coll. as amended by Act No. 413/2005 Coll.





