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Will this year’s upper Will the final Diploma have a |Are there any consequences for |Other Comments
secondary graduates receive a |calculated point average? admission to higher education in
final diploma? If yes, when? your country?

29/06/20 | Austria In general all schools were closed until |Theadmission and enrolment It is envisaged to offer summer-courses
mid of May. Theaim isto give all pupils, [procedures will be aligned with the |for pupils who need additional support
apprentices and students the extended summer semester and the [to ensure basic competences. The
possibility to graduate this semester/ |new Maturatimeline. Deadlineswill | Ministry is currently working on further
school year. Pupilsin their final year of |be extended and admission details regarding summer-courses.

upper secondary education and other |[examinationswill be postponed or
graduation classes will resume regular |adapted to new formats when

schooling as of 4 May in order to necessary. All deadlines for handingin
prepare for the national school exit and assessing bachelor and master
exams (“Matura”), which will take theses as well as diploma

place as of 25 May onwards. Taking the [theses/”Diplomarbeiten” and
circumstancesinto account the dissertations will be extended by the
examination process will be slightly very time period which students lose
adapted. Less (oral) tests will be because of Covid-19, to make sure
required and previous grading will be [that no student will suffer any

taken into account. drawbacks. So far no decision has

been taken whether or not tuition fees
shall be charged for the summer term.




17/07/20

Belgium French
Community

Yes, upper secondary graduates will
receive a final diploma as usual.
However, no examinations will take
place, dueto the sanitary conditions
and the school closure. In practice, the
class council (conseil de classe) will
decide, based on the overall
achievement of pupils during the
school year, whether the diploma will
be awarded or not.

Draft

For transitional secondary education,
thereis no changsin terms ofthe

dates of issuance (June or September).

For vocational secondary education,
the deadlines will be the same for the
majority of the students. However, it
will be exceptionally possible for the
class council to allow students, who
cannot obtain in June or September
their upper secondary diploma (and
therelated qualification certificate
according their field of study), to
continuetheir learning until
December 1, 2020.

N/A. Upper Secondary School Diploma
containsonly subjects and grades, no
calculated GPA.

No, admission to higher education
will proceed as usual.

5 of May 2020

Bulgaria

There will be no extending of the
school year in Bulgarian schools. The
school year will end in an electronic
environment and will not beincreased
for any subject from first to 12th grade.
The two compulsory state
matriculation exams (SME) are
scheduled for 1st and 3rd of June. The
list of possible themes for the 1st SME
in Bulgarian Language and Literature
will be reduced non-substantially.
There will be no such reduction for the
majority of the subjects, for which
there will be a 2nd SME, because the
contents had already been studied up
to 11th grade. Graduates, wishingto go
for voluntary 3rd matriculation exams
will beableto do so on 2nd and 4th of
June. All SME will be contact exams,
with measures for improved physical
distance during exams. All this will
allow the school year to be completed
as much as possible duly and final
secondary education diplomas to be
issued by 26th of June, which
compared to last year (2019)isjust 4

Yes. The diplomas will contain
calculated grade point average as
usual.

The graduates of Bulgarian secondary
schools will be able to apply for HE as
usual. Bulgarian higher education
institutions are ready to wait with
admissions campaigns. There will be no
consequences since the graduation
requirements and the awarded diploma
will not differ from previous years.

There are a number of other
measures envisioned concerning
pupils with special education needs
of any kind by the end of school year
and afterwards, kindergarten etc.,
but the essenceisthat the school
graduates from Bulgaria will be able
to apply for HE on time.
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Cambridge
International GCSE og
GCE AS-

and A-levels (UK)

For information about the consequences of the Covid-19 see https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/covid/and the FAQin
https://help.cambridgeinternational.org/hc/en-gb/articles/360006532458-Novel-coronavirus-Information-for-schools-about-the-COVID-19-coronavirus-

outbreak.

Update 13 Czech Republic Yes. The final diploma wasissued after |Concerning school leaving|On 24 April 2020, the Act No. 188/2020|Admission to  Studies and
July 2020 passing of all parts (practical, written [examinations plans — maturitni|Coll., On Special Rules for Education and | Enrolment specific section 4 in the
and oral exams) of the school leaving  |zkouska: National upper - secondary|Decision-Making at Higher Education|adopted Act: an applicant who has
examinations. school leaving exams (called -|Institutions in 2020 and on the[metotherconditions for admission
maturitni zkouska) was taken place in|Assessment of Study Period for the|to studies in a degree programme
the Czech Republic. The practical|Purposes of Other Acts, was published in|is unable to present a document
exam was the first part of the school|the Collection of Laws. |about completion of secondary
leaving exams. This part of the|https://www.msmt.cz/areas-of- education (maturitni zkouska),
secondary school exams is taken only|work/tertiary-education/the-new-act-no-|completion of any type of degree
at schools providing vocational|188-2020-coll-on-special-rules-for- programme (BA or MA). She may
education (e. g. for nurses). The|education-1?lang=2. The Act was|be admitted to studies and
written part started on June 1 and|adopted by the Government of the Czech |enrolled in studies conditionally. If
June 2 with unified didactic Czech|Republic due to the COVID-19 pandemic.|a conditionally enrolled student
language and foreign language tests|The Act regulates some aspects of|fails to submit a document at the
followed by the Maths didactic test|admission and enrolment in universities, |latest within 45 days from the
onJune 3. The school profiled part of|regulation of study conditions and its|commencement of the 2020/2021
the state maturitni zkouska took|completion by state examination,|academic year, the admission to
place from June 10. The written|university decision-making and|studies and the enrolment in
essays from the Czech language and|assessment. studies shall lose validity and effect
foreign language are cancelled. after this time limit elapses and the
ctundaoant chall ha v dad nc »
17/07/20 Croatia TEGSIEEIIEAENE AN Those who pass the examinations No, graduating students should not be
previousyears. should receive afinal diplomain a affected by the current situation.
: . usual format. Admission to higher education will be
The maturity exams will take place . .
In accordanceto the national the same as previous years.
between 8 of Juneto 3 of July 2020. . . .
: . _ |legislation, thefinal diploma
Final results of the maturity exams will . . . .
) (Svjedodzba) contains grades of final
be published 20 of July 2020 and .
) : ) ) exams, no calculated point grade
graduates will receive a final diploma
average.
22 of July 2020.
07-lug-20 | Denmark The graduates will receive their final Yes. The number of examinations has [ There are no consequences for admission

diplomaas usual on the5 July.

been reduced, and the calculation of
the grade point average will be based
on theresultsin previous and this
year’s examinations as well as the
final grades.

to higher education.
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10/07/20

Finland

Yes, the upper secondary graduates
received their diplomas at the same
time as every year, that is at the end of
May.

In Finland, the aim was to enable upper
secondary graduates to finish their
studies, and get theresultsand the
diplomas at the same time as every
year. The results were published on
time and digitally transferred to
institutions for further studies.

In Finland, GPAis not used. No
changeto previous years. However,
likein previous years, grades with
their definitions are stated both in
the matriculation examination
certificateand in the general upper
secondary education certificate.

From the point of view of upper
secondary graduates, there were no
significant consequences for admission
to higher education.

The HE institutions, however, had to
adjust their (possible) entrance
examination practices, for example by
organizing online entrance exams.
Everything was donein a way that would
have the minimum effect on graduation
and students' access to further studies.

From the point of view of the upper
secondary education graduates: no.
The HE institutions need to adjust
their own (possible) entrance
examination practices.

30/06/20

France

In France, the Ministry of Education
and Youth hasindicated that upper
secondary graduates will receive their
final degree. However, final
examinations have been cancelled. This
year’sresults will be based on
continuous assessment (i.e. grades
obtained by the candidates during the
school year). Board of examiners will
gather together in July. Graduates will
receive their final degree in September
or October.

There will be no changein the
calculation of the grade point average.
To be admitted, candidates must
obtain a grade point average of 10 out
of 20.

As usual, students must submit their
wishes on the Parcoursup platform. This
situation will only impact the entrance
exams required by some HEls, they can
decideto cancel or to postpone them

22/06/20

GB United Kingdom
GCSE and GCE A-level
UK

Exams have been cancelled and
students who were dueto sit Alevel, AS
level or GCSE exams this summer will
receive a calculated grade. The
calculated grade process will takeinto
account arange of evidenceincluding,
for example, non-exam assessment and
mock results, and the approach will be
standardised between schools and
colleges. Aand AS level results will be
published on 13 August and GCSE
results on 20 August, as originally
planned. This will enable progression
to higher and further education to take
placein the normal way. Results days
for other qualifications are set by
individual exam boards.

The calculated grades awarded this
summer will be formal grades, with
the same status as grades awarded in
any other year. They will therefore be
accepted by all institutions.
University representatives have
already confirmed that they expect
universitiesto do all they can to
support students and ensure they can
progress to higher education.

Everythingis done so that this situation
has the minimum possible effect on the
graduating and new students. This
summer’s calculated grades are not
predicted grades. Ofqual, the
independent qualifications regulator, is
developing afair and robust process
that takesinto account a broad range of
evidence, including assessments by
schools and colleges of the grades that
students would have been likely to
obtain if exams went ahead and their
prior attainment. Pupils who do not
feel their calculated grade reflects their
ability will have the opportunity to sit
an exam as soon as is reasonably
possible after schools and colleges open
again. Our aim is for resultsto be
awarded before Christmas.

Read more here:
https://www.gov.uk/governme
nt/publications/awarding-
gualifications-in-summer-2020
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29/06/20 Assessment and grading is ongoing, The higher education admission
/06/20|Hungary We do not plan to modify the timeline ) g‘ & going &
) the current situation has not procedure takes place as planned, thus
of academic school year 2019. . .
. . affected the curriculum. the pandemic has no effect on the
Assessment and gradingis ongoing, the ) o .
i . deadlines. The basic higher education
current situation has not affected the — .
) . application deadline was 15 February
curriculum. The government decided
i . 2020, adate before the emergency
to have school exit examsonlyin L
. crisis.
written form. Oral exams have been
cancelled. The exams will start on 4
May —as planned originally.
International Yes. The IBintends to releaseresultsto |ThelB will betaking the following We will award each student agradefor |We will be awarding Diplomas and

Baccalaureate

universities/institutions and schools as
planned on 5 July 2020.

actions for the 2020 May Examination
session: The May 2020 examinations
as scheduled between 30 April and 22
May for Diploma Programme and
Career-related Programme candidates
will no longer be held. The student
will be awarded either the Diploma,
Career-related Programme certificate
or acourse certificate which reflects
their standard of work. The
achievement will be based around the
students’ coursework and the
established assessment expertise,
rigor and quality control already built
into the programmes.

Students will beableto retakein a
future session.

each of their registered subjects using a
calculation that takesinto account their
coursework marks and their predicted
grade, as submitted to the IB by their
school. For most components we will
externally mark work that is usually
marked by teachers, instead of taking
samples and applying moderation

Certificates for the May 2020
session. At a subject level, students
will be awarded a grade on the
normal IB 1-7 scale. Theory of
Knowledge (TOK), the Extended
Essay and the Career-Related
Programme Reflective Project will
be awarded a grade on the normal
IB A-E scale. The DP core will be
awarded on the normal IB 0-3 scale.
Atotal points score will be awarded
for the Diploma, out of 45 as
normal. s&es mere her:
https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/
news-
assets/coronavirus/coronavirus-
outbreak-fag-en.pdf Og her:
https://ibo.org/news/news-about-
the-ib/covid-19-coronavirus-
updates/#iresults

07/07/20

Ireland

The 2020 Leaving Certificate written
examinations previously scheduled to
start on 29 July have been postponed.
Students will be offered Calculated
Grades and the opportunity to sit the
exams when it is safe. Afinal
diploma/certificate will beissued as
per standard practice. Calulated grade
results will beissued on the 7th
September 2020.

Ireland does not use a GPA system.
Students sit individual subjects and
are awarded grades in each. For
admission to higher education,
student apply to acommon
applications office. Acommon
‘points’ scoring system is used based
the best six subjects. This system will
be used this year. All students will be
given the option to receive a State
Certificate of Calculated Gradesin
each subject. It will have the same
status as Leaving Certificates.

Oral and practical performance tests of
the state examinations were cancelled
and full marks awarded for this portion of
the exam. Detail available here:
https://www.education.ie/en/Press-
Events/Press-Releases/2020-press-
releases/PR20-03-19.html For the
majority of subjects examined, the
student’s grade is based entirely on
performancein the written examinations
satinJune.

Our information is sourced from:
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication
/2f07eb-leaving-cert-2020-
information/#information-for-
leaving-cert-students.

Students with Leaving Certificate
apply to study in the UK and in EU
countries such asthe Netherlands
and in Hungary/Czech republic and
the Department of Education and
Skillsis liaising with UCAS, the UK
higher education application
system agency in relation to the
delay in Irish students upper
secondary results.
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06/07/20

Italy

Thefinal upper secondary school state
examination will start on June 17th,
2020, thereby respecting the date
decided at the beginning of the
2019/2020 school year. There will be
no changein the general timing of the
final state exam compared to the
previous years, and thereare no
changesin the final qualification
awarded (the "Diploma di esame di
Stato conclusivo dei corsi di istruzione
secondaria superiore”, commonly
known in Italy as “Diploma di
Maturita”).English

The grading scaleisthe same as usual.
The overall mark will be expressed in
points out of 100 corresponding to
the sum of the following partial
scores:

a) up to 60 points for school credits:
these are the total marks awarded by
the Class Council with referenceto the
results attained over the last three
years of the course: up to 18 points for
the 3rd year, up to 20 points for the
4th year and up to 22 points for the
final year;

b) up to 40 points for the oral
examination; c) up to 5 additional
points can be awarded by the
Examining Board to candidates of
special meritin order to reach the
overall mark of 100 points.

The Examining Board may also award
cum laude to candidates who meet
some given requirements

The minimum overall mark to pass the
final upper secondary school State
Examination is 60 out of 100.

No. The final upper secondary school
state examination will take place, the
date will remain the one decided at the
beginning ofthe 2019/2020 school
year, the grading scale remains the same
as usual, and thefinal qualifications
awarded is the same.

The Italian Ministry of Education
hasissued a Ministerial Decree,
dated Saturday, May 16th, 2020,
determining thefollowing: 1./ The
final upper secondary school state
examination will start on June
17th, 2020, thereby respecting the
date decided at the beginning of the
2019/2020 school year.

2/. Candidates will sit an oral
examination lasting approximately
1 hour; 3/. The Examining Board
will be composed of 7 members: 6
teachers of the Class Council and an
external President. Each Examining
Board will assess up to 5 candidates
per day. The calendar of oral
examinationsis set by each
Examining Board, in an alphabetical
order, starting from the letter
drawn. 4/. The overall mark will be
expressed in points out of 100.

5/. The Ministry reserves the right to
revoke the terms of this decreein
the case of a serious resurgence of
the COVID-19 pandemic

29/06/20

Liechenstein

Yes, there will be a final diploma. Based
on the Government decision the final
examinations for uppers secondary
education (Matura/Berufsmatura) will
consist of written examinations only.
Thefinal Matura certificates will be
issued in June. Thefinal time schedule
for the examination are not yet fixed.

The GPA system isnot in usein
Liechtenstein. Students are awarded
gradesin individual subjects and there
isa

An ordinance has been approved as a
legal background for all measures with
regard to grading and final certifications
during the pandemia (Covid-19-SchulV)
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26/06/20

Netherlands

In the Netherlands, final
examinations in secondary
education consists of two parts. The
first part are examinations organised
by the schools (schoolexamens). The
second part is the national
examinations (centrale examens),
which is always scheduled in Spring.
Only the national examinations
have been cancelled.

Draft

Secondary school graduates who
meet the graduation requirements
(based on the results obtained
through school based
examinations) will receive a final
diploma at the end of the school
year. This year's Dutch secondary
school diploma’s will list the
subjects and the final grades for
each subject as usual. Dutch higher
education institutions will accept
our Dutch secondary education
qualifications obtained in 2020 for
access to their bachelor

Some HEIls have extensive selection
procedures for certain programmes. It is
not clear how they will adjust the
selection procedures due to the current
situation. We would advise all applicants
to contact therelevant department at
the university of their choice for more
information.

29/06/20

New Zealand

Students completing NCEAin 2020 will
still receive a qualification. NCEA
results are expected to bereleased in
lateJanuary 2021. However, to
recognize the disruption to teaching,
learning and assessment as a result of
CIVID-19, several changes were made to
the NCEA qualifications and the
University Entrance Award to give
students a fair opportunity to achieve
qualifications and awards. These
changes only apply for 2020.

More detailed information about the
temporary hanges to NCEA and
University Entrance can be found in
https://www.nzga.govt.nz/about-
us/news/ncea-and-university-entrance-
changes-for-2020/

NZQA has arrangements with other
jurisdictions to calculate norm-
referenced results for entry into
higher education such as calculatinga
notional rating for the German
qualification “Abitur”, and providing
an estimated GPA score for a level
where the student has sufficient
credits for conversion. Thetemporary
changes to NCEA will not impact how
the GPAis calculated.

We do not expect there will be
consequences for admission to higher
education for this year’s graduates. The
temporary changes to NCEA and
University Entrance were agreed with
New Zealand universities.

The National Certificate of
Educational Achievement (NCEA) is
the main national qualification for
secondary school studentsin New
Zealand. There are three levels of
NCEA. In general, students work
through levels 1, 2 and 3 in Years
11,12 and 13 in school. Year 13 is
thefinal year of secondary school.
NCEA Level 3, along with the
University Entrance (UE) Award, is
required to enter most university
and higher-level tertiary
programmesin New Zealand.

07/07/20

Norway

Yes, upper secondary graduates will
receive a final diploma as usual.
Diplomas will be issued in the end of
June. However, no written
examinations will take place this
spring, so all grades are based on the
overall achievement pupils receive
during the school year
(standpunktkarakter). There might be
oral examinations as usual, our
government will take a decision later.

N/A Norwegian Upper Secondary
School Diploma contains only
subjects and grades, no calculated
GPA.

No, admission to higher education will
proceed as usual. But grade conversion
into points for admission might be alittle
different since pupils do not have written
examinationsthisyear. For information
about how grades are converted, please
see:
https://www.samordnaopptak.no/info/o
pptak/opptak-
uhg/poengberegning/index.html




Draft

26/06/20|Poland The maturity examination this year will | Those who pass the examinations Admission to higher education will be
consist only of written part. Oral part [should receive the maturity based on theresults of maturity
will be skipped. The maturity exams certificatesin the usual format. certificate
will take place between 8 and 29 June.
Additional date for the maturity exam
is8 and 14 July. Results of the exams
should be published before 11 August.
26/06/20|Portugal This year’s upper secondary graduates |Thefinal students’ grade shall be Students will take national final exams
receive afinal diplomaaccording to carried out at schoolsaccording to onlyin the subjects they choose as Regarding enrolment, the rules of
usual proceduresin July after usual procedures, including the entrance exams for the purpose of the main competitions are decided
completing secondary school. assessment of the learning patterns accessing higher education, being also by the government and not by HEI’s.
during the “presential” part of the allowed therealization of these exams for | In the general regime of access to
year (until March) and the distance gradeimprovement, revealing their higher education for the academic
education period (from March on). result only as a classification for year 2020-2021, the model of
The upper secondary final national admission on higher education and not |access was changed, namely the
exams were postponed to July and for conclusion of secondary level. methodology for determining the
limited to higher education application note, that will
application purposes. Therefore, considerer the fact that students at
students may complete upper secondary level will not do all the
secondary education only with national exams but only those
internal assessment and only make the (usually 2) that are demanded to be
examsrequired by the admitted in the course they want.
29/06/20 | Romania Upper secondary graduates are going to |According to the national legislation, |No, admission to higher education will
receive afinal diplomaissued after the [thefinal diplomaincludestheresults |proceed asusual.
state exams, as usual. The state exams |of all state exams (written and oral) as
will begin on 22 June with the written |well asthe general average of all exams
examinations followed by the oral which the graduate carried out. The
ones. final diplomawhich isissued to the
graduates complies with the national
legislation in force (it's the same
template).
29/06/20|Slovenia receive a final diploma in Republic |On the final year certificate there |Every student, who will complete
of Slovenija on 13.7.2020 (school is a grade point average (overall Matura this year, will be aligable for
leaving certificate of completed grade of studies), but on the final [admission to higher education
Matura).Students also receive a diploma (school leaving certificate |[studies in the Republic of Slovenija.
final year cerificate (completed final |of completed Matura), there are
year of upper secondary education) |grades, but no grade point
on 25.5.2020. average.
07/07/20|Spain The entrance examination to Therules and formalities are laid down in

universities has been delayed and will
take place between the22 Juneand 10
July. The contents have also been
modified. The objectiveisto ensure
that no student out of the app.
220,000 who will take the test this
year, is harmed by the Covid-19
circumstances.

Boletin Oficial del Estado (Ministerial
Order) No. 113 of 23 April 2020, pages
29622 t02924:
https://www.boe.es/eli/es/0/2020/04/2

2/pcm362.
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06/07/20

Sweden

Yes, students will receive their final
grades. The time could vary between
citiesdueto when they manage to
preform their last exams. The expected
time for most students to receive their
gradesisin the middle of June.

No, Swedish diplomas have no
calculated grade point average.

No, the graduating students should not
be affected by the current situation. The
planned national testsin the spring have
been cancelled, but this does not affect
the possibility of obtaining their grades.
The grades are based on other tests as
well as previous national tests.




29/06/20

USA

Draft

Education in the United States is highly decentralized. For this reason, questions regarding COVID's effect on the issuance of secondary school diplomas, grade
point averages and admission to higher education cannot be answered at the national level.

In the United States, approaches to addressing COVID in the education sector vary by state, and in some cases can vary by local jurisdiction or by individual
institution.

Followingis a list of selected organizations that have made information available on their websites regarding responses to COVID in the U.S. education sector:

eAmerican Association of Collegiate Registrars and Admissions Officers (AACRAQ) is a nongovernmental professional association. See
https://www.aacrao.org/resources/covid-19-crisis-practices.

eAmerican Council on Education (ACE) isa nongovernmental association that represents all types of U.S. accredited, degree-granting institutions: See
https://www.acenet.edu/pages/covid-19-information.aspx.

eCouncil of Chief State School Officers (CCSSO) is a nongovernmental association of public officials who lead state-level departments of basic and secondary
education. See https://ccsso.org/blog/ccsso-releases-framework-assist-state-education-leaders-planning-restart-schools.

eEducation Commission of the States (ECS) is an organization that tracks state-level education policies. See https://www.ecs.org/covid-19-update.
*National Council of State Legislatures (NCSL) is a bipartisan organization that represents state-level legislaturesin the USA. See
https://www.ncsl.org/research/education/public-education-response-to-coronavirus-covid-19.aspx (regarding basic and secondary education) and
https://www.ncsl.org/research/education/higher-education-responses-to-coronavirus-covid-19.aspx (regarding higher education).




