Zdravice prezidenta Litevské republiky Gitanase Nausédy pf¥i pFileZitosti Evropského dne jazyki

Béhem Evropského dne jazykl si mlZeme vsichni lépe uvédomit, co znamena byt Evropanem, a oslavit
nasi jednotu v rozmanitosti.

Neni ndhodou, Ze jiz v roce 1599 napsal Mikalojus Dauksa, vydavatel prvnich knih v litevsting, ve své
,Postilé” kapitolu PFredmluva k laskavému ctendri: ,Neni to Urodnost zemé, ani rozmanitost odévd, ani
krdsa zemé, ani sila mést a hradd ¢im Ziji narody, ale predevsim zachovavani a uZivani svého jazyka,
ktery zesiluje a udrzuje jednotu, soulad a bratrskou lasku. Jazyk je spolecnym poutem lasky, matkou
jednoty, otcem obcanstvi, strazcem statu.” Zatimco vyzyval k podpore a zachovani materského jazyka,
zaroven se s Uctou vyjadroval i k jinym jazykam.

Tato slova humanistického katolického knéze vyjadfuji stejné hodnoty, které vedly Radu Evropy
k vyhlaseni Evropského dne jazykl 26. zari 2001.

Jazykova rozmanitost, z niz prameni pozoruhodna kulturni rozmanitost, je zakladem dnesni Evropy.
Jsme jedinecni, protoZe vénujeme pozornost kazdému jazyku, jeho zachovani a Sifeni ve verejné sfére.
Ucta ke viem jazykdm, i tém nejmensim, upeviiuje nase spoledenstvi a udriuje pfi Zivoté intenci
evropskeé jednoty, jak ukazuji dneSni udalosti v celé Evropé.

Predevsim evropské Skoly, univerzity, vzdélavaci a verejné prostory se kazdy den napliuji nadhernou
polyfonii. Kazdy z nds si uziva zvuk svého matefského jazyka. Kazdy z nas se touzi naucit mluvit i jinymi
jazyky.

Evropsky den jazykl je konecné také oslavou demokracie, svobody a solidarity. KdyzZ si budeme lépe
rozumét, budeme moci Iépe hledat spolec¢nd rfeseni a budovat spolecnou budoucnost, v niz zaleZi na
kazdém, protoZe kazidy obohacuje Evropu, v niZ jsme se narodili. VaZme si tohoto daru jazykové
a kulturni rozmanitosti, a to nejen tim, Ze si budeme vazit své materstiny, ale také tim, Ze se budeme
ucit dalsi jazyky!

Zakladni informace o Evropském dni jazyku

Od roku 2001 patfi kazdorocné 26. zafi Evropskému dni jazykd, jenZ oslavuje bohatstvi jazyku, které
spolu v Evropé i mimo ni koexistuji. Odhaduje se, Ze v Evropé existuje vice nez 225 plivodnich jazyki,
a to bez pripocteni téch jazykd, které se na kontinent dostaly diky migraci.

Konkrétni cile Evropského dne jazyk jsou:

e zvysit povédomi o dlileZitosti uceni se jazyklim, aby se zvysila mnohojazy¢nost a mezikulturni
porozumeéni;

e propagovat bohatou jazykovou a kulturni rozmanitost Evropy;

e podporovat celozZivotni uceni jazykl ve Skole i mimo ni.

Rada Evropy a Evropska komise Uzce spolupracuji na koordinaci tohoto dne.

Na webovych strankdch vénujicich se Evropskému dni jazyk(, které jsou k dispozici ve 42 jazycich,
jsou uvedeny podrobnosti o stovkdch akci, které se v rdmci oslav tohoto dne konaji, a také Siroka skdla
zdrojli a aktivit pro vSechny, kdo se zajimaji o jazyky a jazykové vzdélavani.

VysSe uvedené prohlaseni vydal prezident Litevské republiky Gitanas Nauséda pfi pfileZitosti
Evropského dne jazykli 2024 s ohledem na to, Ze Litva nyni prfedseda Vyboru ministr Rady Evropy.


http://www.coe.int/edl
https://edl.ecml.at/

Greetings from the President of the Republic of Lithuania, Gitanas Nauséda, on the occasion
of the European Day of Languages

On the European Day of Languages, we can all better appreciate what it means to be European
and celebrate our unity in diversity.

It is no coincidence that as early as 1599, Mikalojus Dauksa, the publisher of the first books
in Lithuanian, wrote in his "Postilé" chapter The Preface Unto Benevolent Reader, "It is not by
the fertility of the land, nor by the diversity of the clothes, nor by the beauty of the country, nor by
the strength of the cities and castles that nations live, but mainly by preserving and using their
language, which increases and preserves unity, harmony and brotherly love. Language is the common
bond of love, the mother of unity, the father of citizenship, the guardian of the state." While calling for
the promotion and preservation of one's mother tongue, he also spoke respectfully of other languages.

These words of a humanist Catholic priest express the same values that led the Council of Europe to
launch the European Day of Languages on 26 September 2001.

Linguistic diversity, from which a remarkable cultural diversity springs, is the foundation of today's
Europe. We are unique because we pay attention to each language, to its preservation, to its
dissemination in the public sphere. Respect for all languages, even the smallest ones, ensures our
communion and keeps alive the project of European unity, as today's events across Europe show.

Above all, Europe's schools, universities, educational and public spaces are filled every day with
a wonderful polyphony. Each one of us enjoys the sound of our mother tongue. Each of us is eager
to learn to speak other languages too.

Finally, the European Day of Languages is also a celebration of democracy, freedom and solidarity.
By understanding each other better, we are better able to find common solutions and to build
a common future in which everyone matters, because everyone enriches the Europe of our birth. Let
us cherish this gift of linguistic and cultural diversity, not only by cherishing our mother tongue but also
by learning other languages!

Background information on the Day

Every year since 2001 the European Day of Languages marked on 26 September celebrates the wealth
of languages coexisting in Europe and beyond. It is estimated that there are over 225 indigenous
languages in Europe, without even including languages which have arrived on the continent through
migration.

The specific aims of the European Day of Languages are to:

e raise awareness of the importance of language learning in order to increase plurilingualism
and intercultural understanding;

e promote the rich linguistic and cultural diversity of Europe;
e encourage lifelong language learning in and out of school.

The Council of Europe and the European Commission work closely together on the co-ordination
of the Day.

The dedicated website, which is available in 42 languages, provides details of the hundreds of events
taking place in celebration of the Day, as well as a wide variety of resources and activities for everyone
interested in languages and language learning.

With Lithuania currently holding the presidency of the Committee of Ministers of the Council
of Europe, Gitanas Nauséda, the President of the Republic of Lithuania, has issued the above statement
on the occasion of the 2024 European Day of Languages.
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